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A story from Susan Coolidge is always sure of an 
interested reading by those who have read any of her 
stories. This week we give the first one of a series, 
written for our readers, about little faults which en- 
danger little folks. 


There is a spring-tide timeliness in the resurrection 
lesson of the bursting bulb, as rendered in Mrs. 
Bates’s poem. There is also a reminder of the truth 
that, but for an often unacknowledged faith in One 
whose promise of the recurring seasons can be trusted 
unfailingly, the naturalist could never speak con- 
fidently of the results of seed-sowing. 


You never will be happy until you realize that you 
have no responsibilities outside of your own sphere of 
duty. Let others trouble themselves over the injus- 
tice of nature in giving Jupiter seven moons and the 
earth but one. You may thank God that you have 
nothing to do with the moons of Jupiter; but that 
you have your own work, and that you may leave to 
Him the ordering of the rest of the universe. 





The great want of “the present age” is not more 
sound knowledge, but more true faith; and this want 





[the winds, and spying out the stars, till the soul grows 


junction with Caspar René Gregory, now of Leipzig, 








has been the great want of many an age before. 
“What does our age need?” asks a faithful preacher. 
“ Knowledge? It is ‘maw-crammed.’ Discoveries? 
No, we have been scraping at the earth, and dissect- 
ing the hills, and analyzing the waters, and measuring 


dizzy, and fancies itself creative; and then we begin 
to find the need, when staggering in our giddiness, to 
rest on some supporting prop, and fall into our 
proper place.” It was when our Lord was enjoining 
plain practical duties on his disciples that their wise 
prayer to him was, “ Increase our faith!” And that 
prayer is the prayer for us all in the present age, 


The present Archbishop of York, the Most Rev. 
Dr. William Thomson, was known well and widely 
as a philosophical and religious writer before he was 
known as Primate of England. His Bampton Lec- 
tures on The Atoning Work of Christ, his Outline of 
the Necessary Laws of Thought, his various essays 
and lectures,-his contributions to Smith’s Dictionary 
of the Bible, his editorship of Aids to Faith, and his 
projection of The Speaker’s Commentary, have made 
his name and methods of thought familiar to multi- 
tudes in America, as well as in his own land. The 
valuable article which he now contributes to the 
pages of The Sunday School Times, on The Develop- 
ment of Doctrine in the New Testament, will have 
an added interest to those of our readers who have 
been the grateful readers of his former writings. 


In the death of Dr. Ezra Abbot, of Cambridge, 
there is a positive loss to Christian scholarship. Dr. 
Abbot was a valued member of the American Com- 
pany of New Testament Revisers, and he certainly 
had no superior in this country in the realm of New 
Testament literature and criticism. His recent 
defense of the Johannean authorship of the Fourth 
Gospel was an admirable illustration of his services 
in the sphere of Christian Apologetics. In pure 
critical scholarship, his works were numerous and 
always noteworthy. The readers of The Sunday 
School Times have been often benefited by Dr. Abbut’s 
labors in the department of book reviews, as well as 
by those under his own name; and even at the time 
of his death he was preparing for these columns an 
elaborate review of Scrivener’s Plain Introduction to 
the Study of New Testament Criticism. In con- 
Dr. Abbot was engaged in compiling the Prolegomena, 
or Introduction, to the great critical edition of the 
New Testament which Tischendorf left unfinished ; 
and now, as in the death of the latter, it would seem 
as if no man living had the ability to fill the place 
thus made vacant. 





Among the “curiosities of literature.” unintended 
coincidences of illustrations and of pbrasing have 
always borne a prominent part. Many a charge of'| 
plagiarism has been found, on careful examination, | 
to rest on the similarity of thought and expression | 
in the writings of two persons, where neither writer | 
had any knowledge of the other’s work at the time of | 
his writing. And many a student who supposed he | 
had made an important discovery in fact or in doe- | 
trine has learned, to his confusion, that that of which | 
he could say, “ See, this is new,” had “been already 


of old time, which was before” his day. Examples of 
this might be multiplied. One of them which is 
freshly brought to the mind of the Editor of The Sunday 
School Times, may be of interest to his readers. In 
a recent extended book-review, under the title of 
Consistency of Inspiration, he emphasized the probs. 
bility of the double-sense of inspired prophecy, beyond 
the consciousness of the prophet ; and he instanced the 
words of Caiaphas, and of Hosea, as afterwards passed 
upon by inspired New Testament writers. Two weeks 
after that book-review was in print, there was brought 
to his notice, for the first time, Cardinal Newman’s 
recent article, On the Inspiration of Scripture, as 
republished from the Nineteenth Century, in Littell’s 
Living Age for March 22. In that article the Car- 
dinal suggests the question, “whether the Scripture 
saints and prophets always understood the higher 
and divine sense of their words;” and, in evidence 
that the double-sense of a prophecy was not always 
known to the prophet, he instances the very words of 
Caiaphas, and of Hosea, which were similarly cited in 
the book- review above refetred to. The two articles, by 
the Cardinal and the Editor, have enough in them, 
apart from this, to mark their entire separateness of 
plan and phrasing throughout ; but a reference merely 
to the single coincidence here noted might very easily 
give color to a charge of plagiarism against the latter 
writer. The incident of itself is of trivial importance ; 
but it has its value as suggesting the thought, that 
an appearance of plagiarism may exist without any 
reality of plagiarism. 





LAYING BROAD FOUNDATIONS. 


Steadfast height always means steadfast depth. The 
higher the oak goes ito the air, the deeper its 
branches strike through the ground. The tent which 
is erected in its place to-night, only to be taken down 
again to-morrow, needs no laying of deep foundations : 
but the castle which 1s to stand for centuries, and 
which will have to resist again and again the shock 
of war, must have foundations which go deep into the 
ground and extend broadly beneath the stately walls. 
Height without breadth or depth has no stability; it 
is like the balloon rolling among the clouds, or the 
reed, up-springing in the sunshine, to be snapped in 
twain by the first blast of storm. 

Every great structure, in the realm of nature or in 
the realm of the spirit, must be built upon broad foun- 
dations. Nothing has contributed so much to the 
success of the German system of education, as the fact 
that the years of school-life are devoted to the 
acquirement of a culture as broad and as deep as pos- 
sible, upon whose firm foundation the youth at the 
university may fearlessly build his specialty. And 
President Mark Hopkins, who is himself one of New 


| England’s most distinguished educators, has said that 


the strength and excellency of the New England sys- 
tem is that it aims to produce, and succeeds in 
producing, a broad and thorough culture of the whole 
man—that it lays strong and deep foundations for 
future building. First is the broad foundation, then 
the narrow specialty ; first the laying of course after 
course of heavy stones underground, then the heaven- 
ward stretch of the spire. The youth thus traine:! 
can carry his specialty to a point undreamed of by 
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one trained in a narrower fashion ; for the deeper and 
broader are the foundations, the higher can be carried 
the narrowing shaft of the spire. Where there are 
no foundations at all, there can be no permanent 
building skywards. 

Laying foundations is one of the chief duties of 
life; it is one of the hardest, it is one which 
men are easily tempted to neglect, it is one 
whose neglect is fatal. The civilized man is chiefly 
distinguished from the savage, by his deeper con- 
viction of the necessity of foundation laying, and 
his greater willingness to act in view of that necessity. 
The savage does not look so far ahead as one born 
into civilization ; he does not strive so hard to pre- 
pare himself for what the future will bring; he acts 
on the impulse of his passions, at the touch of necessity, 
for the needs of the day. The child of civilization 
lives in view of a perpetually renewed to-morrow ; his 
youth is passed in preparation for the duties of adult 
life; manhood is often given up to toil for the pur- 
pose of making provision for old age ; old age is busied 
in preparation for a life beyond, At no stage of a 
civilized man’s life is his duty so closely bound to the 
Now, that it has no relation to the Hereafter. The 
foundation always has reference to the structure 
which is to be built upon it. The laying of broad 
foundations implies much labor which seems, for a 
time, to be barren of any adequate result. The neces- 
sary condition of safe building up, is that one should 
first dig down. But while one is digging’ down— 
while stone after stone is being laid below the ground, 
unseen of men—po walls are rising; and it needs 
strong faith and determined effort to keep on laying 
broad and deep foundations for a building as yet 
unseen, There are those who labor on faithfully, 
knowing that this work, which is never, itself, to be 
brought to the light, is a necessary condition for work 
whose worth all men will recognize hereafter; but 
there are others who fail in this necessary work, 
because it has no immediate result, and, so far as the 
present or the near future is concerned, neglect here 
seems to be just as profitable as, and much more easy 
than, earnest toil. Why, it isthought, should one lay 
foundations for to-morrow, when to-morrow itself is 
uncertain ? : 


_ No great work is ever done, without severe 
draughts upon faith and endurance. All foundation 
laying implies work which is for a time quite unpro- 
ductive ; and the greater the work, the longer, gen- 
erally, is the time of unrewarded endurance. Faith- 
fulness here is a hard and painful task; but the 
safety of all after-building depends upon it. Scholar- 
ship can never be quite so steadfast, or so confident in 
its own strength, where the laying of deep foundations 
has been neglected in youth, Character is never so 
sturdily complete when it rests upon years of misspent 
life. The fortress wall will never be thoroughly 
trustworthy if at one point it rests upon yielding 
foundations. Every honest stroke, in the laying of 
foundations, tells tenfold more for the safety of the 
after-structure, than all the delicate carvings which 
will grace that part of the building which is to meet 
the public eye. Years of study, years of silent char- 
acter-building, are to be lived, before the scholar or 
the man can raise upon them his structure of indi. 
vidual accomplishment; and no unfaithfulness here, 
whether in purpose or by neglect, but will show its 
legitimate fruit in lines of weakness in the work which 
is built upon imperfect foundations. 


Foundation-laying has its chief value, and its chief 
encouragement, in view of the buiiding which is to 
stand upon that foundation, “ For there is nothing 

~ hid,” said Christ, “save that it should be manifested ; 
neither was anything made secret save that it should 
come to light.” If foundation-laying were to end 
with foundation-laying, if after the strong base for 
building had been laid, the work ceased, and all were 
buried uselessly under the ground, then the laying of 
broad foundations would be foolish and vain. But 
foundation-laying is not to end there, either in nature 
or in life. You lay the broad foundation because 
you would build upon it the massive building; you 


lay deep foundations in life, because you would build 
‘a lasting home for the soul. Yet, in life oftener than 
in nature, the mistake is made of laying foundations 
which are laid for their own sake, and not for the sake 
of that which should rest upon them. We still hear 
of knowledge for the sake of knowledge, of art for 
art’s sake, of amusement for the mere sake of amuse- 
ment; and there are scholars, artists, and caterers to 
public taste, who tell us that to introduce any moral 
purpose into these things is impertinent and unscien- 
tific. And there are others who are so engrossed in 
foundation-laying, that they never find time for any- 
thing else; the structure which ought to have been 
raised upon the foundation is never commenced, but 
the man goes on laying foundations which will never 
be utilized. 

So in life as in nature there is a twofold duty with 
respect to foundation-laying; the duty of digging 
away at the foundations, in spite of discouragement 
and apparent loss of time and effort, when one’s clear 
call is to that; and the duty of ceasing to lay founda- 
tions, and to build upon what is already laid, when 
the call comes for that. If the years of necessary 
preparation are allowed to slip past without the work 
of preparation being done, or if that work be but 
slovenly performed, the fatal defect in the founda- 
tions will mar the years of building. If, on the other 
hand, the call to building is neglected, the years of 
foundation-laying will count for nothing. There is a 
time for everything, and each thing must be taken 
up in its time, for time waits for no man; and it 
matters little, if one’s life end in vanity, whether the 
lack of accomplishment came from neglect of founda- 
tion-laying or from neglect of building. If your 
work is to be great, then lay broad and deep the 
necessary foundations; but when the time for build- 
ing comes, waste no- more time over the foundations, 
but raise your temple heavenwards. 

For the spiritual life no man can lay foundations, 
and “other foundation can no man lay than that 
which is laid, Christ Jesus.” That broad and deep 
foundation will bear safely whatever of holy thought 
or of holy deed may be built upon it; and on that 
safe foundation every true follower of Christ is build- 
ing. When the storms come, and the rains beat, and 
the rivers rise, whatever is built upon that Rock will 
stand, and whatever is built upon anything else will 
fall in irremediable ruin. The firm foundation is 
already laid, but the duty of building on that founda- 
tion is still unperformed ; and that duty is ours. 





NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS. 


It is often easier to work a reform than it would seem 
to be, in advance. At all events, there is no better way 
of bringing about a reform, than by making a start in 
the right direction. There is encouragement, also, in 
knowing that one who has made an attempt has been 
reasonably successful, Hence the following report of a 
New York State pastor, in the line of funeral reform, 
will have an interest to many: 


Your correspondent’s letter on Sunday funerals, in your issue 
of March 8, 1884, interested me, because of my experience simi- 
lar to that of so many pastors. Yet I have almost put an end 
to Sunday funerals in my congregation, by the following 
method: I was impelled to take some action, through being 
notified on a Saturday, at the beginning of my ministry, that 
I would be expected to preach, on the following day, the fune- 
ral sermon of a lady who was not a member of my church, nor 
even an attendant on its services. When Sunday came, the 
church was crowded by friends and others who came from 
motives of curiosity, It was a moving spectacle, and it moved 
me to try and make it the last, as it had been the first, occasion 
of that nature. I soon after met the officers of my church, and 
gave them my views frankly, and asked their assistance in 
trying to persuade people to appoint any day but Sunday for a 





| funeral, I then called upon the undertaker, and asked him to 
| do the same, and, in addition, asked him to decline to consider 


the appointment of Sunday for a funeral as final, until I had | 


| been consulted by the relatives. [ was cordially assisted, and 
this plan has worked admirably. The mere statement of my 
| preferences, kindly expressed, has generally been sufficient. 
| Where it has seemed advisable to have a funeral on Sunday, it 
has been held at the house, and conducted very quietly, as, 
after that first occasion, I firmly and politely declined to open 
the church on that day. Funeral customs are confessedly diffi- 
| cult to change, and yet I believe that the preferences of a 
| pastor, if clearly understood, and, in essentials, firmly yet 


| kindly insisted upon, will very generally be regarded by his 








people, and he must make those who are not of his people, 
regard his rights. 

Making friends with the undertaker, in a reform of 
this sort, is an idea worth bearing in mind by a pastor. 
What the undertaker advises on such a point has great 
weight with the average mourner. 


There is sometimes a gain in giving the proof of a 
point which has been needlessly called in question. Even 
though the proof would have seemed unnecessary at the 
start, the fact that by some it has been counted lacking 
justifies its presentation, in order to make assurance 
doubly sure. Thus in the case of Mr. Duffield’s claim 
of the discovery of the authorship of the “ Veni Creator.” 
He asserted that the authorship had-been in question up 
to this time, and he showed how he was enabled to settle 
the disputed point. Thereupon an intelligent corres- 
pondent mentioned the fact that Dr. Hatfield had 
ascribed the authorship to thé same person as Mr. Duf- 
field, although without proffering any evidence in sup- 
port of hisclaim. At this, we indicated the difference 
between an unsupported claim and a claim advanced 
with sufficient proof. This was called “special plead- 
ing” on our part. In view of all this discussion on a 
point that would have seemed to call for no argument, 
Mr. Duffield desires to submit proo/s that the authorship 


of the hymn was still in question, after Dr. Hatfield’s . 


unsupported ascription of its authorship. He does so, 
therefore, as follows: 


There is but one question left in the matter of the Veni 
Creator. It is, “Was the authorship thoroughly uncertain 
before the article on Rabanus Maurus appeared in The Sunday 
School Times?” I shall settle this in the simplest way imagi- 
nable—by quoting the great authorities. 1. Daniel (Thes. 
IV. 124) quotes Mone (Vol. I., p. 242), who says, “ It is remarked 
by Thomasius that, in the life of the blessed Notker, Karl der 
Grosse (Charlemagne) is assigned as the composer of this hymn, 
and now Daniel (1 : 213) follows thoughtlessly this ascription, 
notwithstanding the hymn belongs to a time older than Karl 
der Grosse, who in no respect understood the Latin tongue well 
enough to have been able to make such a hymn.” He then 
says, that it agrees best with the poems of Gregory the Great, 
and adds, “ Ich halte thn fur den Verfasser,’—“ I regard him as 
the author.” On this, Daniel makes the following comment in 
Latin: “ Again and again I have warned Mone that he should 
not overlook what I wrote in my prefatory notes. that by the 
designation of the hymns (hymnorum inscriptione) nothing is 
signified except ecclesiastical] tradition.” 
footnote, Daniel remarks that some regard Carolus Crassus 
(Charles the Fat, the “ usurper,” Notker’s friend) as the 
author. 3. Trench: Sacred Latin Poetry, p. 184 (2d ed.) says, 
“This hymn, of which the authorship is popularly ascribed 
to Charlemagne, but which is,certainly older,” ete. 4. March: 
Latin Hymns (p. 259, the date is 1874, by the way), says: “ It has 
been commomly attributed to Charlemagne, but is plainly 
older, and is confidently assigned to Gregory by Mone and 
others.”” Among these “others”? can be found the distin- 
guished hymnologist Wackernagel, and MacGill, the most re- 
cent translator of any note. 5. It is Wackernagel (I. 75) who 
mentions Brower and his codex of Rabanus, but he dismisses 
that authorship as unworthy of serious attention, though he 
admits that the hymn is found in Rabanus Maurus’ writings. 
6. Dr. Hatfield, to my knowledge, is the only person who gives 
the name of Rabanus as the author. It.is plain that he has 
done so, because Wackernagel says that it is in Rabanus Mau- 
rus’s writings. But even though Christopher Brower placed it 
there, the Benedictines do not leave it and other hymns of 
Rabanus unquestioned in their notes. I repeat that it gives me 
real pleasure to honor Dr. Hatfield's critical sagacity ; but it is 
very evident that he assigned the hymn as he did, because, 
amid uncertainties, this authorship seemed the most probable. 
That he put no query to the name is not strange.. Neither does 
Professor March to that of Gregory, nor do a good many others 
to that of Charlemagne. And in the “ Songs of the Spirit ”— 
the great text-book of hymns to the Holy Spirit, Professor 
F, M. Bird mentions all these supposed authors, but says 
conclusively (p. 167), “ The authorship of this hymn is uncer- 
tain.” The work which I have done is, therefore, not that of 
mere ascription, against which any one can rebel. It is that 
of proof, which settles the question to all future time. 

If Dr. Hatfield had the evidence which justified him 
in deciding a question so long and so prominently in 
dispute in the world of hymnology, he ought to have 
made known that proof, somewhere. The unsupportcd 
word of no man should be accepted as a finality on such 
an issue. In the absence of any proffered evidence of a 
discovery by Dr. Hatfield, the less that is said about his 
unsupported declaration the better for his reputation as 
one familiar with the actual state of the discussion, 
which he would seem to be ignoring rather than closing. 


Before you decide that you differ in opinion with a 
Christian brother, see to it that you know what he means. 
If it is possible, get his definition of the terms which to 
you seem to express an error on his part ; for most words 
have more than one meaning, and it is often true that 
both disputants are right in their statements of a case, if 
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only the words employed by them be understood alike 
by both. Thus, our use of the term “spiritually minded ” 
has led a venerable Connecticut clergyman to question 
whether he differs with us; whereas it is probable that 
he and we are merely giving different meanings to the 
term employed. He writes: 

I am greatly interested in what I meet under the caption 
“ Notes on Open Letters.” For the most part they are answers 
to questions put by Sunday-school workers, given prom ptly, and 
much to the edification of an “old disciple.” Recently you pro- 
nounced John “the most spiritually minded of the apostles ;” 
perhaps you do not include Paul, “born out of due time,” but 
restrict the comparison to the original twelve. I am aware 
that in constitutional temperament John has the advantage of 
all his brethren. He is “ the disciple whom Jesus loved,” but 
amiableness, for which John was pre-eminent,—a constitutional, 
not moral, quality,—is not a synonym for spirituality of mind. 
Christ loved the young ruler for his amiability, but the young 
ruler sadly lacked spirituality of mind. Peter was impulsive, 
rash, and, just here, vulnerable to temptation. A good deacon was 
asked, “ How do you like Mr.——?”’ then preaching with them 
as acandidate. “ We like him much, but he is a very sudden 
man.” Peter was a very sudden man. It was for the disciple 
whom Jesus loved, to record Christ’s last conference with his 
disciples before he laid down his life for them on the cross; it 
was for Peter, “filled with the Holy Ghost,” to preach Christ 
and him crucified, on the day of Pentecost. Christ commended 
his mother, whom he loved with the strongest natural affection, 
to the care of John; he committed his disciples, whom he loved 
with an affection stronger than nature—‘‘ whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the same is my 
brother and sister and mother’’—to the care of Peter. “ Feed 
my lambs, feed my sheep.” I propose to read this week, as | 
have strength, first the epistles of Peter and then the epistles 
of John, to see in which I discern the clearest marks of spir- 
ituality of mind; meanwhile I am curious to know just on 
what ground you say, not dictatorially, but decidedly, that 
John was “the most spiritually miaded of the apostles.” 


Now, what is it to be “spiritually minded”? The term 
itself occurs only once in the common version of the New 
Testament, and not at all in the Revision. As used at 
Romans 8: 6, it seems to refer to the regenerate state of 
‘a soul; to the condition of one in whom the Holy Spirit 
‘dwells. It was not in that limited sense that we used 
the term. Worcester’s Dictionary defines “spiritual 
mindedness” as “ the quality or the state of having pure 
and religious principles.” That is not what we meant. 
Webster says, that it is “the state of having spiritual 
exercises and holy affections.” 7’Aat comes nearer to 
our use of the term. Yet closer is the first definition oi 
the Imperial Dictionary: ‘“ Having the mind set on 
spiritual things.” We were speaking of the difficulty of 
conceiving of God as a Spirit without the aid of anthro- 
pomorphic symbols; and in that connection we noted 
that John, “the most spiritually minded of the apostles,” 
declared the impossibility of seeing God as a reality. 
We did not say, nor did we mean, that John was a more 
useful man, a better man, a holier man, than any other 
of the apostles. We did mean, that by native tempera- 

ment and special grace John’s mind turned to spiritual 
‘themes rather than to material ones; and that his 
thoughts dwelt more in the realm of spirit than in the 
realm of matter. His Gospel, for example, has less about 
the outward life, than about the inward spirit of Jesus; 
less about the works of Jesus, than about the spiritual 
teachings of Jesus. It cannot even be counted with the 
“Synoptical Gospels,” because it treats of the spiritual 
side of Christ’s teachings, rather than of the life of Jesus 
asa whole. And John’s Apocalypse cannot be thought 
of except as the record of one’s experiences and medita- 
tions in the realm of spirit. The ecclesiastical symbols 
of the four evangelists have always been the lion, the ox, 
the man, and the eagle; as indicative of kingly power, 
and faithful service, and human sympathy, and spiritual 
upsoaring. There have been many differences as to the 
application of the first three of these symbols to the 
evangelists severally; but no one has ever thought of a 
rival for spiritually minded John as represented by the 
eagle. Weshould say, indeed, that John is clearly the 
most spiritually minded of the apostles; that Paul is the 
most logically minded, and that Peter is the most in- 
tensely practically minded. It by no means follows that 
John’s state of mind is the best one for every disciple of 
Christ to be in at all times, while in the rough-and-tum- 
ble of every-day life. In fact, as we look at it, if we were at 
the communion table, or in the sick-chamber, we should 
prefer to have John as our immediate helper; if we hada 
case before the ecclesiastical courts, we should want 
Paul; but if our house was afire, Peter would be the man 
for us. Personally, we love and reverence John ; we 
admire Paul; but our fellow-feeling is rather with Peter. 
Yet we thank God that all three sorts of Christians are 
still to be found in the church, and that they are work- 
ing together to a better advantage than arry one of them 


THE HYACINTH BULB. 
BY MRS. CLARA DOTY BATES, 


Behold my bulb, just putting forth a sheaf 
Of tender green from out its rusty bud! 

Would the old Greeks have found upon its leaf 
“Ai, ai,” and in its flower the young god’s blood? 


I find a sweeter message written there,— 
No cry of woe, no hint of god-hood slain ; 
But early promise of sun-flooded air, 
Warm, steaming earth and wind-blown fragrant rain. 


Stored in this humble bit of clod there lies 
Such color as will glad all eyes, I know. 

If bees love blue, then every bee that flies 
Will hasten to it when it comes to blow. 


My heart oft prone to question and to doubt, 
Says of this curious sphere, so brown, so dull, 
“Soon spikes of blossoms will come bursting out ;” 
Says readily, “ They will be beautiful.” 


Ah! since such easy task has Faith to trace 
The future of this bulb from leaf to bloom, 

Why should Hope flood with anguished tears her face 
Above our loved ones slumbering in the tomb? 


As from this germ a hyacinth will grow, 

Sure as the spring-time—sure as sun and rain, 
Out of their blessed depths of sleep I know 

In God’s full season they will rise again. 





THE DEVELOPMENT OF DOCTRINE IN 
THE NEW TESTAMENT. 


BY THE ARCHBISHOP OF YORK. 


What is the “development of doctrine” in Holy 
Scripture? The word “development” is used in natural 
science in a sense which cannot possibly be applied 
to doctrine as set forth in the New Testament. 

Doctrines are propositions; and we do not look for 
germinal propositions in Holy Scripture which pass into 
quite different propositions by traceable steps of change. 
Changed propositions would be changed doctrines. 

That all doctrines are not presented by the writers of 
the New Testament in the same manner and proportion, 
or with the same fullness, every reader of the New Tes- 
tament is aware. In the three first Gospels, where the 
apostolic preaching, oral at first, is preserved for us, the 
doctrinal training of the disciples passed through two 
phases, most distinctly marked off. Up tothe sixteenth 
of Matthew they had been taught to know Jesus Christ 
by seeing his mighty works ard by hearing his teaching ; 
until they were able to confess through the mouth ot 
Peter (Matt. 16: 16), “ Thou art the Christ, the son of 
the living God.” There came “from that time forth” 
a change in his teaching; and its chief object now is 
that he shall suffer at Jerusalem, and die, and be raised 
again. There is here, however, no expansion or evolution 
of doctrine; one statement will readily sum up both 
phases of the teaching; that Christ the Son of God came 
down and suffered for our salvation, and rose again from 
the dead. It was desirable that the disciples should 
first know him as the Christ, and should then learn the 
nature of the work he had come to do. 

In considering how each book presents Christian 
doctrine, due weight should be given to the special 
circumstances of each. . Two striking examples of this 
are the gospel of St. Mark and the epistle of St. James. 
The relation of St. Matthew to St. Mark is close and 
obvious. But from St. Mark have disappeared the con- 
stant reference to prophecy, the whole of the Sermon on 
the Mount, the history of the birth, a great part of the 
commission to the apostles (Matt. 10: 15-42); the dis- 
course upon the Pharisees, almost the whole (Matt. 23); 
that upon the future judgment (Matt. 24: 87 to 25 : 46, 
except 24 : 42-44); besides numerous other facts, para- 
bles and addresses. How can this be accounted for? 
The writer was minded to present a picture of the won- 
derful life and power of theSonof God. “The wonder- 
working Son sweeps over his kingdom, swiftly and 
meteor-like: and men are to wonder and adore. His 
course is sometimes represented as abrupt, mysterious, 
awful, to the disciples: he leaves them at night; con- 
ceals himself from them on a journey. They are amazed 
and afraid; and the evangelist means this same 
impression of awe to be imparted tothe reader.” Vivid 
touches in the narrative as from an eye-witness, bring out 
the picture of the life with a distinctness wanting in the 
others. In short, it is desirable that we should have a 
clear conception of that life, in its power and ceaseless 
activity and progress, St. Mark gives great help thereto: 
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relation of the kingdom of the Old Covenant and of the 
New, belong not to his special purpose. 

The epistle of St. James has always perplexed the 
church, from its scantiness of doctrinal statement and 
the apparent want of sequence in its parts. To 
understand the epistle we must discard in the first place 
the theory of a late date; and must consider it as oneof 
the oldest books in the New Testament, as it seems to 
have been considered in the early church. Surely it 
was written before the controversy about circumcision, 
and before many Gentile converts had been added to 
the church, This relieves the epistle of one of its great 
difficulties : its statements about faith and works are not) 
a rejoinder to St. Paul’s great epistle, but a comment’ 
upon some Antinomian tendencies that, no doubt, became’ 
manifest upon the very first preaching of justification,’ 
The epistle is neither more nor less than an exposition 
of the severe morality of the earliest Jewish Christians, 
Its key-note is “ Know ye not that the friendship of the 
world is emnity with God?” (4:4). It describes ery, 
Christian’s conflict'with and separation from the world. 
Jews, too, knew that; and Christianity has not relaxed 
their duties, nor put an end to the strife. The various 
precepts, seemingly so scattered, fall into order through 
this connecting idea: How ought those to live who have 
left the world and given themselves to Christ? 


If it is said that it isa scheme of conduct, without 

Christian doctrine; that the mystery of the plan of sal- 

vation is represented almost solely by one verse (1: 18), 

the answer is that “in the Christianity of the apostles, 

dogma is transformed into morality, and morality im 

turn resolves itself into doctrine.” Dogmas lie close 
behind exhortations: he that lives in the “ faith 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory” (2: 1), 
shall receive the crown of glory after enduring temp- 

tation (1: 12); the temptation comes from his own lust 
(1: 14); for in many things we offend all (3: 2); 
and we must not rest satisfied with less than perfect 
obedience (2:10): the faith which is to be shown by 
works, is a faith in the Lord Jesus Christ through whom 
we are made God’s children by the word of truth (1: 18). 
[n a word, whilst doctrine is not prominent, and whilst 
Christian morality seems to be made all in all, the doe- 
trines of sin, of prayer, of faith and trust in Christ and 
the Father, of self-denial, of severe and complete holi- 
ness, of dependence on God, are all manifest. The 
creed of Christians is taken for granted: that St. James 
may forcibly exhibit the conduct which the creed will 
produce. And what it is important to notice here ia, 
that there is no reason to think that behind these moral 
exhortations lay a shorter or less developed creed than 
that of St. Matthew or St. Paul. The consciousness of 
sin is there, the faith in Christ is there, and the divine 
sonship procured through Christ. 


The other books of the New Testament should be 
studied in like manner. (ne and the same doctrine is 
to be found in them all: the doctrine of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, who suffered for the redemption of man. 
The doctrine may be more or less distinctly brought out, 
but the harmony is and must be complete. If there be 
a book in which our Lord does not put forth the power 
of the Son of God, or is not the Saviour of the world, the 
harmony is broken up. Within these limits variety 
exists. St. John sets out the existence from everlasting 
of the eternal Word; St. Paul, the plan of salvation by 
justifying faith; the author of the epistle to the Hebrews 
connects the Old Testament with the New, and shows 
how closely allied is the gospel with prophecy. The 
book of Acts brings out the operation of the gospel in 
subduing the powers of the world, and winning souls for 
God. 

But in a real sense the whole truth is in every book 
it is in St. Matthew that we find “all things are delivered 
unto me of my Father: and no man knoweth the Son, 
but the Father; neither knoweth any man the Father, 
save the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal! 
him” (Matt.11: 27). No place in St. John more clearly 
vindicates for Christ his divine nature. That the incar- 
nate Word is also the Messiah of the Jews, does not 
come into such prominence in St. John as in St. Matthew: 
or St. Paul; when he wrote, the first century was closing, 
and the partition between Jew and Gentile was broken 
down: yet he mentions as the main purpose of his gospel 
to show that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God” 
(John 20: 31). Where the difference seems widest, 
between the inspired writers, in the domain of escha- 
tology, or of the judgment and the life to come, there is 
harmony: for all who speak of it proclaim that the joy 
of believers, commencing after death, will only be com-| 
pleted at the second coming of the Lord; that Christ: 
will come, and suddenly, and in glory, and that the, 
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judgment of the world by Christ himself shall be, with 
an eternal sentence. 

Development of Christian doctrine, then, is not growth 
of doctrines from a germinal condition to a ripeness and 
completeness wherefrom the germs have almost disap- 
peared, The doctrine is the same, but the conditions of 
those who proclaim and of those who hear are different. 

In the study and comparison of doctrines, those who 
set out with a timorous anticipation of discrepancies, 
may well hope to end with a deepened perception of the 
harmony that exists. The more the position and aim of 
each writer is considered, the more will he appear an 
independent witness; and the stronger will be the proof 
of the truth of the Gospel, witnessed from so many sides, 
and with voices so diflerent. 


Bishopthorpe, England. 





THE COMPLETENESS OF JESUS. 
BY THE REV, GEORGE B. STEVENS, PH.D. 


Most men are fragments. Their characters are one- 
sided, abnormally developed. The greatest of men are 
marked, in some respects, by littleness. In Jesus alone 
do we see manhood at the full, character full-orbed and 
complete. Of this completeness I will give a few 
illustrations, 

1. The completeness of Jesus’ character is seen in the 
full and harmonious development of all the legitimate 
qualities of manhood, 

There is an entire absence of oddities and exag- 
gerations in him. We should ascribe no particular 
“temperament” to him. None of those terms which we 
use to mark the prominent and special qualities of our 
fellow-men are applicable to him. We should not 
think of saying of Jesus that he was a remarkably intel- 
lectual man, or that he possessed a logical mind; that 
he was a person of specially strong will, or of the emo- 
tional type. Why? Not because he did not possess all 


them at the expense of the other. To ascribe any one 
of these traits to him seems to imply a disproportion, a 
lack in some other element of character, and from that 
we instinctively shrink. The peculiarity of Jesus is that | 
he possesses no peculiarities. No comparison of good 
qualities is, in his case, admissible. No single quality 
The beauty 
of his character is the beauty of the whole, not that of 
apart. His character reveals the complete and sym- 
metrical development of the total man. We may illus 
trate the completeness of his character if we consider the 
harmony of willand emotion, of firmness and tenderness, 
which always characterized his life. Always firm, and 
even severe, in the presence of hypocrisy and sin; 
always gentle and sympathetic in the presence of sorrow 
and distress,—yet he never showed any arbitrariness in 
his firmness, never any weakness in his gentleness. 
There was no clashing of opposing feelings and passions 
in his life. The tender and kindly emotions of his heart 
were never, as so often with us, subdued and. stifled 
under the action of a stalwart will; and the will—the 
true rudder of character—was never swayed hither and 
thither by every passing current of emotion. His life 
was therefore full of astrange, unearthly peace. It was 
the peace of a life disfigured by no disproportion; the 
peace of a character all whose elements are in harmony 
with one another, because at perfect harmony with the 
will of God. 

This harmony of Jesus’ life did not result from any 
toning down.of the various powers and activities of the 


soul. His whole life was at the maximum of energy and 
strength. It was not the harmony of mere quietness 


and weakness; it was.the harmony of intense vigor and 
strength. Thus Jesus is humanity at its climax. And 
the very fact that he is the truest ideal man is also 
proof that he is more than a@ man. No human stock 
could put forth such a consummate flower of manhood 
as we behold in him. No mere principles of ordinary 
humanity can declare his generation. His life is most | 
truly, ideally, intensely human, but the deepest springs 
of that life lie beyond our sight. 
“Thou seemest human and divine, 
The highest, holiest manhood, thou.” 

2. The completeness of Jesus’ life is seen in the fact | 
that in him appears no single, local or national type of 
character, but the universal man. 

Cicero relates that when Socrates was asked to what 


of life were found not so much in a broad and generous 
sympathy as in identification with the social organism. 
Even now we find among our fellows none who are raised 
above the limits of social and class affiliations, and who 
are in the broadest sense human. Jesus stands in con- 
trast with these limited types of character. True, he 
lived asa Jew, respecting their customs and obeying 
their laws. He was no eccentric or lawless person. He 
called the land of his birth his “own country.” But of 
Jewish peculiarities and prejudices you find nothing 
whatever in him. His character is, in no sense, local or 
national. His sympathies are as wide as the race; as 
wide as the interests, needs, and sins of man. Thus 
Jesus realizes the idea of common, universal humanity, 
His outlook on the world is too wide, and his insight too 
deep, to allow him to set his heart on any temporary 
social organism or provisional polity. He belongs essen- 
tially to another kingdom, and is the head and founder 
of it. That kingdom is the kingdom of God, which 
indeed is not of this world, but which is inthe world as 
a pervading, leavening force, and which shall more and 
more permeate the hearts and lives of men. 

We find the same breadth in the character of Jesus 
if we consider his relation to his kindred and nearest 
friends. He is never indifferent to those relations. He 
is a true and affectionyte son, brother, and friend. But 
his life knows no family or social limits. He is more 
than the friend of Martha, Mary, and Lazarus, for he 
called all trustful disciples friends. He is more than the 
brother of James and Joses and Simon, for every one 
who does the will of God, the same is to him a sister or 
brother. He is more than the son‘of Mary, for he is the 
Son of man—and the Son of God. 





PEN-PICTURES OF REPRESENTATIVE 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
BY THE. REV. 


F, N. PELOUBET. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 
CHURCH, CHICAGO. 

The Rey. Dr. E. P. Goodwin is pastor of this church, 
and Professor S. Ives Curtiss, of the Chicago Theo- 
logical Seminary, is superintendent of the Sunday- 
school. 

1. The session is held at 9.30 A.M. It was changed 
to this hour from 2.30 P.M., in order to get the children 
of the school to attend the church service. A connected 
result was an increase of 200 in the average attendance: 

2. Membership. The average attendance during the 
last fall would not vary far from 700. Upon the Sunday 
of my visit it was 765. : 

3. The rooms. There are four connected rooms, 
cheerful and pleasant, carpeted and frescoed, placed 
underneath the main audience room. These are seated 
with long settees, with the exception of the primary 
room, which has raised seats. An excellent device is in 
use in this school as a substitute for separate rooms. 
Large movable screens are set along one side of the 
room, thus secluding the classes, and yet allowing the 
light of the windows to shine upon the rest of the school. 

4. Grading. The school is divided into three main 
departments. (a.) The Primary. Not divided into 
classes. Children under nine years of age are expected 
to know the Commandments, the Twenty-third Psalm, 
and the golden texts of the past quarter’s lessons, before 
they are promoted. 

(6.) The Intermediate; for one year. The scholars 
in this department are expected to know the first two of 
the five cards giving supplemental lessons on the “ Books 
of the Bible.” ° 

These two departments join in the first few moments 
of singing at the opening of the Senior department, and 
then their doors are closed, and they have separate open- 
ing exercises, 

(c.) The Senior department. This consists of (1.) The 
main school for youths, who are expected to learn the 
remaining three cards of questions on the “ Books of the 
Bible,” in addition to their regular lessons; (2.) The 
Bible classes, separated from one another by the mov- 
able screens; (3.) Several young men’s classes in the 
audience room of the church. 

5. Order of exercises (printed on cardboard for the 
use of the school) : 

(1.) Singing. One or more hymns, led by a quartette choir 
with piano, (2.) Doxology (all rise, and remain. standing). 
(3.) The Ten Commandment responsively (Exod. 20: 3-17). 





state he belonged, he answered, “To the world;” for, 
adds Cicero, “he considered himself a citizen of the 
world at large.” But, in fact, the great men of antiquity 
never rose above national limits. Socrates even did not 
do so. The lives of these men were closely bound up 


with the state. The great virtue and chief significance | out to the scholars until after the benediction; collection, (This 





(4.) All repeat the Apostles’ Creed, closing with the Gloria: 
(5.) Brief prayer, followed by the Lord’s Prayer, in which all 
audibly unite, (This prayer was made from the desk, facing 
the school. Rather more than half bowed their heads. The 
girls mostly did; the boys did not.) (6.) Hymn. (7.) Social. 
| Distribution of papers to the teachers, which are not to be given 


social is‘ peculiar and interesting arrangement, giving a little 
change and rest, like the five-minute recess in the day schools, 


| and an opportunity for whatever conversation may be needed.) 


(8.) Secretary’s report, ete. (9.) Notices. (10.) Hymn, followed 
by the closing of the slides. The copies of the Order of Exer- 
cises are to be collected by the teachers and placed in the record 
books. (11.) The lesson; and examination of new scholars 
with reference to classification, no new scholars being assigned 
to classes without such examination. (12.) Hymn. (13.) 
Review. (14.) Brief prayer (all rise, and remain standing). 
(15.) Benediction. (16.) Papers are distributed by the teach- 
ers, and the scholars quietly retire. Teachers and scholars are 
affectionately invited to remain at the prayer meetings. 

6. Church attendance of Sunday-school scholars. 
This school has a much larger proportion than usual in 
church-schools of scholars whose parents do not attend 
church. It thus does a mission work at home, although 
it has five other mission schools under its charge. It 
was found that a large proportion of the scholars neg- 
lected the services of the church, and it was determined 
to make an earnest effort to bring themin. A church 
sociable, with refreshments, was provided for the chil- 
dren, and eight hundred came to it, and the opportunity 
was taken to impress the duty of attending church. 
Then the mothers of all children in the Sunday-school 
were invited by Dr. and Mrs. Goodwin to tea at four 
o’clock, and they were urged to aid this plan. Little 
“Year Books for Texts of Sermons,” published by 
Revell of Chicago, were distributed. 

The following is a specimen page of this little book: 
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1 WAS PRESENT AT THIS SERVICE AND HEARD THE SERMON, 
The above is correct. \ 
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A prize of a fine Bible was offered to every one who 
would attend the church service for a year without miss- 
ing a Sunday. Those who are present all but five Sun- 
days were offered Pilgrim’s Progress, and those who are 
present all but ten Sundays, a smaller present. 

The teachers keep a record of the church attendance 
of their scholars, and all who were present at the church 
service of the previous Sunday are asked to rise. 

The galleries of the church are assigned to those of 
the Sunday-school whose parents do not have pews, 
Here they sit with their teachers. Isaw more than four 
hundred of them there. They are encouraged to attend 
also by the part they take in the services. They repeated 
in concert the Twenty-third Psalm. They also repeated 
twice, in concert, the place of the text and its words. 
There has thus been a very large and marked increase 
in church-attendance from the Sunday-school. 

7. A delegation from the Sunday-school went out into 
the streets, half an hour before the evening service, with 
small printed invitations to come to church, and invited 
all whom they could find. 

8. The teachers’-meeting is held at the pastor’s house, 
and led by him, and consists of a talk upon the lesson, 
followed by general conversation and discussion. , 








FOR CHILDREN AT HOME. 


TWO LITTLE SISTERS. 


BY SUSAN COOLIDGE. 





I am going to write some stories for the boys and girls 
who read The Sunday Sckool Times about /ittle faults. 
All faults are faulty, as I need not tell you, but some are 
worse and mightier than others. It is much worse to 
prevaricate than to procrastinate, to be cruel than to be 
cross. But little faults are often the germs of larger 
sins; and the border-land between these is so fine and 
narrow, that we are all in danger of passing from one 
into the other almost before we know it. 

So, as I have said, I am going to write some stories for 
you about these same little faults. Don’t suppose for a 
moment, however, that I shall label them so that you 
may know at a glance what faults I mean. Not at all. 
The stories will be conundrums, as it were, which you 
must all guess for yourselves as you read them. Some of 
you may guess wrong, but I think that a great many 
will guess right. And I shall be very glad if any of you 
get from them a little bit of help toward finding out or 








curing some of the small evil habits, which appear and, 
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grow in human characters very much as weeds do in a 
flower-bed, small at first, and easy to pull up, but after 
a while spreading into great, tough growths, that choke 
and spoil the flowers, which otherwise would make our 
gardens so sweet. 

This is just an explanation, and the only bit of out 
and out “moral” that you will find in the series; only 
all the stories you see in the Times, during the next 
year, written by me, although they may not say so dis- 
tinctly, will turn on the subject of “little faults.” 

Margery and Dorothy Venable were the names of the 
two little sisters of my story. They had no nicknames ; 
everybody called them Dorothy and Margery, which 
sounded rather long and old-fashioned for such little 
girls. Margery was the oldest, but they seemed about 
the same age; for while Margery was small and slender, 
with a narrow little face all pink and white like an 
azalia blossom, lit by a pair of beautiful black-lashed 


grey eyes, Dorothy was large for her years, sturdy and 


solid, and had a round, laughing face, with black eyes 
and a thick bang of curly brown hairs They were 
exactly the same height; and Dorothy, who was the 
boldest and most daring, always took the lead in their 
plans and plays. 

She loved Margery dearly, though she sometimes 
tyrannized over her. The little sisters slept side by side, 
in two small white beds exactly alike, and Dorothy was 
never satisfied unless her face was turned toward her 
sister’s. One night mamma heard her calling and cry- 
ing long after she should have been asleep. She went in. 

‘Mamma, won’t you please put Margery in my bed, 
and me in Margery’s bed?” she begged. “ Margery’s 
got such a cold that she says she can’t sleep in that nose, 
and she turns her back to me; and it keeps me awake, 
—really it does, mamma!” So Mrs. Venable shifted 
them each into the other’s bed, and they slept con- 
tentedly. 

Did any of you ever have the fun of watching the 
building of a house in which you yourselves were to 
live? It is interesting from the moment when the first 
spade goes into the ground, and turns up a equare sod 
full of buttercups and clover, to that which sees the 
last workman depart, leaving all in order inside, and 
blue smoke curling from the chimneys. 

Our little sisters had this pleasure, and they enjoyed 
every step in the new building. When the cellar was 
dug, they went every day to watch the laying of the 
foundation. They always took the kitten with them, 
and she was the first “person” to go down the new 
cellar steps. As the walls rose, and the window-frames 
were fitted in, it was such fun to look up and say, “There 
is the nursery. Thatis Dick’sroom. That ismamma’s.” 
The carpenters were very kind to the bright-faced little 
maids who stood by so quietly, watching the work and 
giving no trouble, and presented them with all sorts of 
treasures totake away. Shavings for curls, long, slender 
bits of laths, which made delightful fairy wands, and 
any quantity of freshly cut sweet-smelling blocks, for 
the making of play-houses and cubbies. And at the 
end of all came the happy day when carpets were spread, 
and furniture moved in, and the new house became a 
home. 

The most charming thing of all to Margery and 
Dorothy was their own special room, which, at their 
urgent request, was not to be called “the nursery,” but 
“the children’s room.” It made them feel quite grown 
up to have a bed-chamber of their own which was not 
spoken of asa nursery. Their mother had taken great 
pains to make this room nice for her little girls. Each 
had a closet and a bureau; there were wide south win- 
dows, near one of which stood the doll’s house; and 
opposite the little white beds was a pretty open fire- 
place with brass andirons, where a fire could be lighted 
whenever needed. All was in order, as fair and fresh as 
a lily, on the day when the little sisters took posses- 
sion of it. 

Aunty Belle had been helping to put the last touches 
to the room before the little ones were allowed to see it. 
When they had exhausted their first raptures over the 
prettiness of everything, she sat down in the window, 
and took Margery on her lap. 

“Now, chickens, I want to have a serious talk with 
you,” she said. “You have the prettiest room of any 
little girls I know, now how are you going to treat it?” 

“I don’t know,” replied Dorothy, turning a summer- 
sault over the foot-board of her bed, and coming down 
with a bang on the carpet. 

“ How do you mean treat it, Aunty?” asked Margery. 

“I mean, are you going to keep it neat and dainty, 
and the things carefully, so that they shall look nicely 
for a long time; or are you going to be rough with it, so 
that in a little while it shall be as shabby as the nursery 





was in the old house, with everything stained and 
scratched, and nothing in order?” 

“T wouldn’t treat such a dear room as this roughly 
for anything in the world. I mean to keep my closet as 
nice as mamma does hers, and fix my bureau drawers 
every single day. You'll see, Aunty, how spicky it will be. 
Nicer than Margery’s,” said Dorothy, who was a little | 
jealous of Margery’s reputation for neatness. “I shall | 
always put my India-rubber boots side by side, with the 





other shoes in the shoe-bag, and hang up everything.” 


smile. 


pages, stood the names “ Dorothy ” and “ Margery.” 

“One hundred is perfect,” she explained. “ When 
things are quite nice, I shall give you ninety or ninety- 
five; when they are only a little out of order, it will be 
fifty-five or sixty ; but when they are all topsy-turvy, the 
marks will be only fifteen or twenty,—‘ dreadfully low.’” 

“T shall always put my things in order when I know 
you are coming,” observed Dorothy. 

“ You never will know. I shall make my visits when 
you are at school, or out at play.” 

“T mean to have ninety-five each time,” cried Dorothy, 
confidently. ‘‘ Aunty, what will we get if we are always 
nice?” 

“You will get a good habit,” replied Aunty Belle. 
And then she added, more seriously: ‘Order is heaven’s 
first law,’ Milton says. Nobody can have a thoroughly 
happy heart, or a clear conscience, who lives always in 
confusion.” 

For the first two or three weeks, all went well. The 
novelty of the thing made heedless Dorothy remember ; 
and more than once her mark was ninety-five. But 
careless habits are hard to cure, and gradually she for- 
got about Aunty Belle and her little book, and left shves, 
and toys, and soiled handkerchiefs on the floor, or flung 
her hat and cloak on a chair-back, just as she had done 
befure her good resolutions. Margery’s things, on the 
contrary, were rarely out of their place. The difference 
between them was that Margery had formed the habit 
of being careful till it was as easy as to be careless, and 
Dorothy had not. 

At last came Christmas. The Venables kept to the 
old customs, and hung up their stockings, from the least 
to the greatest. When the little sisters woke in the grey 
of the early morning, their first glance was toward 
the chimney-piece where their stockings were suspended 
Dorothy’s scarlet and Margery’s dark blue. They 
looked “ full and queer,” like Dr. Dog in the poem, and 
the children lost no time in scrambling out of bed. 

First, they pinched the stocking legs, cautiously but 
rapturously ; then they tore them down, and began to 
empty. All sorts of nice things for both appeared— 
horses of candy, dolls, oranges. Below, on the floor, 
stood two new sleds, and—what was that dark thing 
above, on the wall. 

Margery ran across the room and drew up the blinds, 
Now they could see. The thing on the wall was the 
prettiest little book-shelf ever seen, in black wood, and 
pinned to it were two cards. One bore this inscription: 
“ Margery, from Aunty Belle. Reward for neatness.” 
The other was, “Average marks for order: Margery, 
eighty-five; Dorothy, forty.” 

“Oh dear!” sobbed Dorothy, when she had taken in 
the meaning of it all, and realized that she might have 
won this nice reward, and had lostit. “Ido think aunty 
might have reminded me. It isn’t fair.” 

But it was fair; for what Aunty Belle wanted, and 
what every one who values order wants, is, that little 
girls should be tidy as a habit, and not because they are 
continually reminded. 

Aunty says that next year there will be two rewards, if 
two have been earned; and Dorothy means to try very 
hard, 








WAYS OF WORKING. 


PROMOTING PUNCTUALITY. 


It is sometimes easier to work two reforms than one, 
by wisely linking the two. An Iowa superintendent 





tells of his way of helping scholars to be punctual at 
Sunday-school, bringing their lesson “‘ Quarterlies” with 
them. He says: 

“ We were much annoyed in our school by scholars 











‘forgetting’ to bring their quarterlies on Sunday, or 


| 


quite frequently from their ‘losing’ them, and calling for 
a new 
purchase nearly double the amount of quarterlies that our 
membership called for. 
cheap chromo card to each scholar who receives credit 
for early attendance five times; to such as secure five of 
these cheap cards, we give a chromo card of a higher 
order ; and for the possession of two of this second grade, 
we give one still better. 
toes turning the same way; and I shall keep all my | ance, we have had printed cards like the enclosed, 
which we paste in the front of the quarterly, and each 
“That sounds charmingly,” observed Aunty with'a| Sunday our Second Assistant Superintendent punches 

“I shall be very much interested to see how you | the number of the column marked “ quarter,” corres- 
keep your resolutions, Every day or two, I shall come | ponding to the number of the Sunday in the quarter, for 
over and peep into the two closets, and take a look at| each one early in attendance; for every five thus 
the bureau drawers. And each time I shall make some | punched, one is punched in the column marked “ Year.” 
little marks in this book.” She showed the children | At the end of the quarter, new quarterlies are issued 
a small memorandum book, where, on two opposite | with the slips pasted in, and the recordin the yearly col- 











one. From these causes we were compelled. to 


Now, in our schvols, we give*a 


To keep this record of attend- 


umn is transferred. If there are odd numbers in the 
quarterly column, they are recorded by punching the 
number in the margin of the new slip, and so on through 
the year. In this way the record for the year is kept by 
each scholar. Since adopting this plan we have had 
but one or two instances when quarterlies were ‘ for- 
gotten,’ and none have been ‘lost.’ It works well. 
Perhaps a suggestion in the columns of The Sunday 
School Times would induce all publishers of the Sun- 
day-school quarterlies to print these slips in their publi- 
cations, thereby being a saving to the schools, both of 
money and annoyance. I might add, that we planned 
to put various accounts on this card, but after carefully 
considering all points, we concluded that simplicity was 
best. Still, I would suggest that at the head of the 
‘quarter’ column, four ciphers be added, to carry over 
any part of five Sundays that may remain on the cards 
when exchanged for the next quarter.” 
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CARDS OF INVITATION. 


Fashions change, in the cards of invitation in social 
life; and there are persons who would hardly venture 
on issuing invitations for a wedding, or for an evening 
reception, without consulting a fashionable stationer or 
engraver. 

It is not well to think too much of form; yet form has 
its influence in the religious world, as in irreligious 
social life. Hence we are glad to give an occasional 
specimen of an approved form of invitation to church or 
Sunday-school. Here is one employed by a church of 
the United Brethren, at Lebanon, Pennsylvania. We do 
not say that it is “the style” for just now; but we do 
say that it is a very good style in its way: 
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LESSON CALENDAR. 
[Second Quarter, 1884. | 














1, April 6,—Paul's Third Missionary Journey.......... Acta 18: 23-28; 19: 1-7 
2. April 13.—Paul at Ephe Acts 19: 8-22 
& April W.—Paul’s Preaching...... 1 Cor. 1: 17-31 
4 April 277.—Abdstinence for the Sake of Others............... ....... 1 Cor, 8: 1-18 
5. May 4.—Christian Love. «1 Cor, 13: 1-13 
@ May t1.—Victory over Death. 1 Cor. 15: 50-58 
7. May 18.—The Uproar at Ept Acts 19; 23-41; 20: 1,2 














& May 25.—Liberal Giving............. 2 Cor. 9: 1-15 
® June 1.—Christian Liberty Gal. 4: 1-16 
20. June 6.—Justification Dy Faith, .........0..cccmece sovsessseseressseees Roni, 3: 19-31 
11, June 15.—The Blessedness of Believers. .....c.c.cssecessoeeseee-, ROM, 8 . 28-39 
1%. June 22.—Obed to Law Rom. 13: 1-10 








18, June 23.— Review. 





LESSON II., SUNDAY, APRIL 13, 1884. 
TitteE: PAUL AT EPHESUS. 


LESSON TEXT. 
(Acts 19 : 8-22.) 


COMMON VERSION. 


8 And he went into the syna- 
gogue, and spake boldly for the 
space of three months, disputing 
and persuading the things con- 
cerning the kingdom of God. 

9. But when divers were har- 
dened, and believed not, but spake 
evil of that way before the multi- 
tudo, he departed from them, and 
ge) uated the disciples, disputing 
daily in the school of ove Ty- 
PAD 11s. 

10. And this continued by the 
space of two years; so thatall they 
which dwelt in A’si-a heard the 
word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews 
and Greeks, 

11 And God wrought special 
miracles by the hands of Paul: 

12. So that from his body were 
brought unto the sick handker 
chiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, aud the evil 
spirits went out of them, 

13. Then certain of the vaga- 
bond Jews, exorcists, took upon 
them to call over them which 
had evil spirits the name of the 
Lord Jesus, saying, We adjure you 
by Jesus whom Paul preacheth, 

14. And there were seven sons 
of one Sce'va, a Jew, and chief of 
the priests, which did so. 

15. And theevil spirit answered 
and said, Jesus I know, and Paul 
I know; but who are ye? 

16. And the man in whom the 
evil spirit was leaped on them, 
and overcame them, and pre- 
vailed against them, so that they 
fled out of that house naked and 
wounded. 

17. And this was known to all 
the Jews and Greeks also dwell- 
ing at Eph’e-sus; and fear fell on 
them all, and the name of the 
Lord Jesus was magnified. 

18. And many that believed 
came, and confessed, and shewed 
their deeds. 

19. Many of them also which 
used curious arts brought their 
books together, and burned them 
before all men: and they counted 
the price of them, and found 
fifty thousand pieces of silver. 

2. So mightily grew the word 
of God and prevailed. 

21. Aftler these things were 
ended, Paul purposed in the spirit, 
when he had passed ‘through 
Mac-e-do’ni-a and A-cha‘ia, to go 
to Je-ru'sa-lem, saying, After I 
have been there, I must also sce 

Rome. z 

22. So he sent into Mac-e-do‘nt-a 
two of them that ministered unto 
him, Ti-mo’the-us and E-ras‘tus; 
but he himself stayed in A‘si-a for 
la season, 


REVISED VERSION, 


8 And he entered into the syna- 
gogue, and spake boldly for the 
space of three months, rea- 
soning and persuading as fo the 
things concerning the kingdom 

9 of God. But when some were 

hardened and _ disobedient, 

speaking evil of the Way be- 
fore the multitude, he departed 
from them, and separated the 
disciples, reasoning daily in 
the school of Tyrannus. And 
this continued for the space of 
two years; so that all they 
which dwelt in Asia heard the 
word of the Lord, both Jews 

11 andGreeks. And God wrought 

special ! miracles by the hands 

12 of Paul: insomuch that unto 

the sick were carried away 

from his body handkerchiefs 
or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them, and the 

18 evil spirits went out. But cer- 

tain also of the strolling Jews, 

exorcists, took upon them to 
name over them which had the 
evil spirits the name of the Lord 

Jesus, saying, I adjure you by 

Jesus whom Paul preacheth- 

14 And ‘there were seven sons of 

one Sceva, a Jew, a chief priest, 

15 * which did this. And the evil 

spirit answered and said unto 

them, Jesus I *know, and Paul 

16 I know; but whoare ye? And 

the man in whom the evil 

spirit was leaped on them, and 
mastered both of them, and 
prevailed against them, so that 
they fled out of that house 
17 naked and wounded. And 
this became known to all, 
both Jews and Greeks, that 
dwelt at Ephesus; and fear 
fell upon them all, and the 
name ofthe Lord Jesus was mag- 

18 nified. Many also of them that 

had believed came, confessing, 

19 and declaring their deeds. And 
not a few of them that prac- 
ticed curious arts brought their 
books together, and burned 
them in the sight of all: and 
they counted the price of them, 
and found it fifty thousand 

20 pieces of silver. So mightily 
grew the word of the Lord and 
prevailed. 

21 «=6Now after these things were 
ended, Paul purposed in the 
spirit, when he had passed 
through Macedonia and Acha- 
fa, to go to Jerusalem, saying, 
After I have been there I must 

22 also see Rome. And having 
sent into Macedonia two of 
them that ministered unto him, 
Timothy and Erastus, he him- 
self stayed in Asia for a while. 


Sar. getere. 8Or, recognise *Or, 


1 


o 





magica 
* Rendering preferred by Ameri- 
can Commitiee, whe, 





LESSON PLAN. 


Tortc oF THE QUARTER: 


Duties and Privileges of Discipleship. 


Lesson Topic: Working Wonders through the Truth. 


1, Wonderful Preaching, vs. 8-10. 
Lesson OUTLINE: { 2. Wonderful Healing, vs. 11-16. 
3. Wonderful Repenting, vs. 17-22. 


GotpEen Text: And many that believed came, and econ. | With 


feased, and shewed their deeds.—Acts 19: 18, 


Datty Home Reaprnas: 


M.—Acts 19: 8-22, Miracles of converting. 

T. —Exod. 14; 19-31. Miracles of delivering. 

W.—1 Kings 17: 10-24. Miracles of supporting. 

T. —Mark 8: 1-21, Miracle of feeding. 

F.—Acts 5: 1-11. Miracle of punishing. 

S$. —Matt. 28: 1-10. Miracle of the Lord's resurrection. 
$.—Acts 2: 1-13, Miracle of the Spirit’s descent. 





LESSON ANALYSIS. 


I, WONDERFUL PREACHING. 


1. Manner of the Preaching: 

1, It was Bold. 
He entered... and spake boldly for the space of three months. 
And they spake the Word of God with boldness (Acts 4; 31). 
Great is my boldness of speech toward you (2 Cor. 7: 4). 
More abundantly bold to speak the Word of God (Phil. 1: 14). 

2. It was Logical. 
Reasoning and persuading ... concerning the kingdom. 
He himself entered .. . and reasoned with the Jews (Acts 18: 19). 
He expounded the matter, testifying the kingdom (Acts 28; 23). 
Exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith (Jude 8). 


ll. Rejection of the Preaching: 
1. Hard Hearts. 
Some were hardened and disobedient. 


When Pharaoh saw ... he hardened his.heart (Exod. 8: 15). 
They understood not.,. their heart was hardened (Mark 6: 52). 
All that are in Asia turned away from me (2 Tim. 1: 15). 
2. Evil Speech. 
Speaking evil of the Way before the multitude. 
This sect... everywhere it is spoken against (Acts 28 : 22), 
The way of the truth shall be evil spoken of (2 Pet. 2: 2). 
These rail at whatsoever things they know not (Jude 10). 
And for a sign which is spoken against (Luke 2; 34). 


Wl. Extent of the Preaching: 
Two years ; so that all... in Asia heard, 


And their words to the end of the world (Psa. 19: 4). 

Three years 1 ceased not to admonish every one (Acts 20: 31). 
Their sound weut out into all the earth (Rom. 10: 18), 

The elect who are sojourners...in... Asia (1 Pet. 1: 1). 
John to the seven churches which are in Asia (Rev. 1: 4). 


1. Be bold. Christ's servants must always be reverent, but they 
should never flinch. 

2.*Be logical. lf the subject of the posgerennei is Home Mis- 
sions, dou't speak fifteen minutes on the desirability of Christian 
contentment, 

8. Be earnest. Better than grace in speech, or el 
or anything else, or everything else, is a down 
earnestuess, 

4. Be patient. Paul was contented to teach his Bible-class every 
day for two years, and he would have kept at it till he died, even 
though no results appeared, if God had so willed it. 

5. Be hopeful. From the little mission-school you have organized 
at Ephesus mighty ee ee may perchance steal 
out by ways unknown to you into the great outlying wicked, 
Christiess Asia, 

6. Be trustful. Speak the word; sow the seed ; point the way. 80 
surely as God is God, your work shall not be wasted, 


uence, or polish, 
ht, unflinching 


Il. WONDERFUL HEALING. 


1. Righteous Miracles Performed: 

1. Removing Diseases. 

God wrought special miracles by... Paul ... diseases 

departed, 

He touched her hand, and the fever left her (Matt. 8: 15). 

And gave them authority... to cure d (Luke 9: 1), 

Many wonders and signs were done by the apostles (Acts 2: 43). 

Bringing sick folk... and they were healed every one (Acts 5: 16). 
2. Casting out Evil Spirits. 

And the evil spirits went out. 

One with a devil... and he healed him (Matt. 12: 22). 

And they cast out many devils (Mark 6 : 13). 

Even the devils are subject unto us in thy name (Luke 10: 17), 

He commanded the unclean spirit to come out (Luke 8 : 29), 

The spirit... came out that very hour (Acts 16; 18), 


ll. Unrighteous Miracles Attempted : 
1. The Would-be Agents. 
Certain also of the strolling Jews, exorcists. 
To speak a word in my name... not commanded... that prophet 
shall die (Deut. 18 : 20). 
Beware of false prophets... in sheep’s clothing (Matt. 7: 15). 
For many shall come in my name (Matt. 24: 5). 
Deceitful workers, fashioning themselves into apostles of Christ 
(2 Cor, 11; 13). 
2. The Proposed Means. ; 

TI adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preacheth. 
And they prophesied in the camp (Num. 11: 26). 
Master, we saw one casting out devils in thy name (Mark 9: 88). 
John answered . .. one Casting out devils in thy uname (Luke 9: 49. 

3. The Result. 
They fled out of that house naked and wounded. 
Oftentimes it had seized him: and he was kept under guard (Luke 


9: 29). 
They laid hold on him; but... he fled naked (Mark 14: 52). 
And no man could any more bind him (Mark 5: 3). 


1. The Great Physician alike of worn-out bodies and of sin-sick 


souls, is God. 

2 The Great Physician peeerehs uses human instrumentalities 
when he would renew the life of soul or body. 

8. The Great Physician does not countenance quackery in either 
bodily or spiritual healing. 

4. The Great I gone of soul and body blesses the work of those 
whe truly and unselfishly labor in his name. 

5. The Great Physician will terribly recompense those who borrow 
his name for unhallowed purposes of gain. 

6. The Great Physician will heal you. Are you unwilling? or is 
there nothing wrong in your spiritual life? 

7. The Great Physician is your only hope. Beware of the Kittle 
physicians and the quacks. 


Ill, WONDERFUL REPENTING, 


1. Moved to Repentance: 
1. Fearing. 
This became known... and fear fell upon them, 
Fear the Lord, and serve him in sincerity (Josh. 24: 14). 
All men shall fear, and shall declare the work (Psa. 64: 9, 
Fear came on al! that dwelt round about (Luke 1 : 65). 
And great fear came upon the whole church (Acta 5; 11) 
2. Glorifying. 
The name of the Lord Jesus was magnified. 
Christ shall be magnified in my body (Phil. 1 : 20). 
That the name of our Lord Jesus may be glori (2 Thess. 1: 12). 
Jesus ... crowned with glory and honour (Heb. 2: 9). 
Worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain (Rev. 5: 12). 
i. Repentance: 
Many ... came, confessing, and declaring their deeds, 
And they were baptized . . . confessing their sins (Matt. 8 : 6). 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation (Bom. 10 ; 10), 





Ye were made so) 
bts 


unto repentance (2 Cor. 7 : 9). 
we confess our he is 


(i Jeha 1: 9) 





WM. Fruits of Repentance: 
1. In Purified Lives. 
+ Nota few... brought their books... and burned them. 


They gave unto Jacob all the strange gods (Gen. 35 : 4). 
He took the calf... and burned it (Exod. 22: 20). 
Graven images of their gods shall ye burn (Deut. 7 : 25). 
He... that renounceth notall ... cannot be my disciple (Luke 14: 26). 
And took joyfully the spoiling of your possessions (Heb. 10 : 34). 

2. In the Spread of the Truth, 
Mightily grew the word of the Lord and prevailed. 


.My word... shall accomplish that which I please (Isa. 55: 11). 

The word of God grew aud multiplied (Acts 12: 24). 

That the word... may run and be glorified (2 Thess, 3; 1). 

And the word of God increased (Acts 6 : 7). 

1. When the wonders of God's healing providence are revealed, well 

may the people be astonished. 

2. —— the greattiess of God’s might is made known, well may the 
eople fear. 

When the fear of God has entered, then must the evil in the 

heart be confessed and driven out. 

. When the fear of God has entered the heart, straightway cometh 

the love that casteth out fear. 

When the love of God has filled the heart, there: is no room for 

old money-making rubbish to cumber up the precious space. 

When the love of God comes in, the hate of God goes out forever. 

When the love of God has filled one heart, it seeks to flow through 

= ~ Tr Biessed they through whose hearts it fows un- 
iudered! 


No 7 » w 





LESSON BIBLE READING. 


MIRACLES, 


1. Some Classes of: 

Restoring sight to the blind (Matt. 9 : 27-30: John 9: 1-7). 

Healing the sick (Matt. 4: 23, 24; Luke 6: 17-19). 

Raising the dead (1 Kings 17: 22, 23: laike7: 12-17: John 11: 11-44). 
Stilling the tempests (Matt 8: 23-26; 14: 32). 

Casting out devils (Matt. 8: 28-32; 17: 14-18; Acts 16: 18). 

Feeding the multitudes (Mark 8; 1-9; Luke 9: 12-17). 

Various miracles (Acts 8 : 6, 7, 13). 


2. Designed to Manifest: 

The glory of God (John 11 : 4). 

The glory of Christ (John 2:11; 11: 4). 

The evidences of a divine commission (Exod. 4: 1-5; Mark 16 : 20). 
The works of God ae 9:3). 

The Messiahship of Christ (Matt. 11: 4-6: Acts 2: 22). 


3. Were Performed: 

By the power of God (Acts 14: 3). 

By the power of Christ (Matt 10: 1). 

By the power of the Spirit (Matt. 12: 28; Rom. 15: 19). 
In the name of Christ ( Mark 16:17; Acts 3:16; 4: 30). 


4. Were Received: 

With faith (Matt. 9: 28; Luke 7: 6, 7). 

With selfishness (John 6 : 26). 

With fear (Luke 1: 65; Acts 2: 43). 

With scorn (John 12 : 37). 

With indifference (Num, 14 ; 22). 

With understanding and repentance (Acts 19: 11, 12, 17, 18). 





LESSON SURROUNDINGS. 


INTERVENING Events.—None. 

Puiace.—Ephesus; with incidental note of work in Mace- 
donia. 

Trme.—Bible margin, A. D. 57-59; but other authorities 
assign it, with more probability, to A. D. 54, or 55-56, or 57. 
Persons.— Paul, Tyrannus, Timothy, Erastus; disciples; 
Sceva, his sons, and other strolling Jews; with still other 
Jews and Greeks who had believed in magic. 





CRITICAL NOTES. 
BY THEODORE D. WOOLSEY, D.D., LL.D. 


Verse 8.—When Paul first visited Ephesus, he made a 
reconnoisance, so to speak, and, having found a friendly 
reception, promised to return again if God should will. He 
was now on his return from a visit to the Christians in Asia 
Minor, especially from those in Phrygia and Galatia; and 
the will of God was that he should spend a longer time here 
than anywhere else, until his imprisonment at Czsarea 
stopped his free movements asan apostle and preacher. Let 
us cast a glance at the scene of this sojourn of his at Ephesus. 
For a long period the leading city of the lonian Greeks in 
Asia Minor was Miletus, near the mouth of the Meander, 
which, until the Persian empire got the rich and populous 
coast into its hand, was one of the principal maritime places 
of Ionia, and sent out many colonies, especially in the direc- 
tion of the EuxineSea. Under the Persians it declined, and 
Ephesus took its place as the leading lonian city. Its rela- 
tions seem to have been much more important through inland 
trade over Asia Minor than those of Miletus, and its maritime 
commerce was very considerable. Every change of masters 
in Asia Minor, and all the internal prosperity of that great 
peninsula, aided its growth. It throve greatly under the 
successors of Alexandria; and when the Romans extended 
their empire over the East, and reconstituted the political 
relations, Ephesus became the metropolis of proconsular 
Asia,—that is, of the populous coast which the Greeks had 
long occupied,—and was the seat of the proconsul, appointed 
at this time by the Roman senate, and of his council. Probably 
no city inhabited by Greeks, unless it were Alexandria, 
equalled it in population and prosperity at this epoch. 
Among other things which caused it to flourish was the 
famous temple of Artemis outside of the city,—a worship 
introduced from Greece itself, which, however, was mingled 
with that of another goddess worshiped there before, and in 
its new shape pervaded Asia Minor. Nothing aided the 
inland commerce of Ephesus, it is probable, so much as this 
amalgamated worship. The temple was burned in 356 B.C., 
but was soon built again by contributions from all the Greeks, 
and stood for nearly six hundred years. We may here 
remark that the word “Asia” never was taken to denote the 
continent of Asia as we use it, but chiefly Asia Minor, and, 





after the Roman conquests, proconsular Asia, embracing 
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Lycia, Mysia, Caria, and Phrygia, or the three first without 
Phrygia (comp. Acts 6:9; 16: 6, where Phrygia is not 
included; 2 Cor. 1:8, compared with vs. 23, 26, below). 
And he entered into the synagogue, and spoke boldly for the 
apace of three months: He spoke boldly or freely, which of 
itself implies that he did not confine himself to what all Jews 
would agree in, but brought forward, in spite of the prejudice 
of his Jewish hearers, the doctrine of Christ. We may 
remark that there was but one synagogue in this great city, 
and such was the case in nearly all the places which Paul 
visited, unless Salamis in Cyprus (13: 5) be an exception.— 
Reasoning and persuading as to the things concerning the kingdom 
of God: This further defines the first part of the verse. His 
speaking boldly lay in his discoursing or reasoning and try- 
ing to persuade, etc. The old and easier text omitted the 
things, but the best authorities are against this omission. , 


Verse 9.— But when some (that is, Jews) were hardened and 
disobedient (when some grew hard or unimpressible, and did 
not receive persuasion, or allow themselves to be persuaded), 
speaking evil of the Way before the multitude: The participle is 
an explanation of the verb, in that they spoke evil,etc. For 
the Way or the gospel compare the way of the Lord (18: 26), 
and the way, standing alone (9: 2: v. 23, below, and 24: 22). 
—And separated the disciples, reasoning daily in the school of 
Tyrannus: We naturally look for a certain or one Tyrannus, 
and so the Authorized Version has the text; but the best 
manuscripts and the recent editors confirm it. This man, 
whose name is elsewhere found as a personal name, may 
have been a Jew ora Gentile. Asit is hardly probable that 
the apostle would choose a school of a heathen rhetorician 
for the place of the assembly of the disciples, Meyer, after 
Hammond, thinks that he may have been a Jewish teacher. 


Verse 10.—And this continued for the space of two years: In 
the address of the apostle to the elders of the church at 
Ephesus, he speaks of a stay of three years in that city 
(chap. 20: 31). In verse 8, Luke speaks of three months 
as the time during which he preached in the synagogue. 
Dr. Hackett thinks that some time may have elapsed after 
his purpose to leave Ephesus, declared in verse 21, was 
formed. Or the three months, the two years, and the three 
years may have been not exact designations of time, but the 
latter were not quite, and the two first more, than the times 
specified. Thus the three years would be nearly three years 
in chapter 20. 


Verses 11 and 12.—And God wrought special miracles by the 
hand of Paul, insomuch that unto the sick were carried away from 
his body handkerchiefs or aprons: For the first word, compare 
Luke 19: 20; John 11: 44, 20:7; the other is found only 
here. Both are words from the Latin adopted into Greek.— 
And the diseases departed from them, and the evil spirits went out: 
Compare chapter 5: 12-16, especially verse 15. Although 
the cures are by different processes, yet the two places agree 
in being very extraordinary outbursts (so to speak) of miracu- 
lous power ; thdse of Peter, in chapter 5, being more remark- 
able, even if the words “that the shadow of Peter might 
overshadow some one of them” refer to what the people 
hoped and expected rather than to what happened. Paul’s 
miracles here are like the two wrought by our Lord on per- 
sons at a distance (John 4: 46-54; and Luke 7: 2, 9; Matt. 
8: 5-13). . 

Verse 13.—But certain also of the strolling Jews, exorcists, 
took upon them (undertook) to name over them that had the evil 
spirits the name of the Lord Jesus: It appears that before our 
Lord’s appearance on earth, the belief in demoniacal posses- 
sion had spread among the Jews, and that some professed 
Jews had given themselves to the evocation of evil spirits. 
One class of these were in the habit of using magic formulas 
which were said to be derived from Solomon (Josephus, 
Antiq. 8: 2,5); and in Judza some used the name of Christ 
as powerful in casting out devils (comp. Luke 9: 49; 11: 20). 
We find also a Jewish sorcerer in Cyprus enjoying great influ- 
ence with the governor or propretor of the Romans in that 
island, who is called a magus, or magician. It is not 
improbable that some. forms of these evil arts came from 
Chaldza (comp. Isa. 47: 12). The persons here spoken of 
seem to have been not magicians, but healers of diseases and 
casters out of evil spirits. They traveled from place to place, 
as some of the lower curers of special diseases go about in 
our country. Hence the word strolling, They are called 
exorcists from a Greek word, signifying to put under oath, to 
demand an oath from some one; and the name implied that 
these practitioners had power over evil spirits, being able by 
dreaded formulas to expel them from the bodies of the pos- 
sessed, and thus to remove the causes of insanity, of nervous 
and other maladies. When these persons at Ephesus saw 
what power Paul had, they, or the Jewish exorcists at least, 

who had” heard something of. Jesus, tried to imitate Paul. 
They named over them the name of the Lord Jesus, saying, I 
adjure you by Jesus, whom Paul preacheth (or proclaimeth) : 
It appears that they knew little of the Lord Jesus himself, 
but hoped that the spirits knew and would obey one who 
acted in the name of such a high power. It is only said that 
they did this over those that had the evil spirits, and not 
over those who had diseases; but, probably, they made little 


over these possessed persons, but was directed to the spirits 
within them, 

Verse 14.—And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, a 
chief priest, who did this (that is, were doing this, were exorcists 
in this way): This can only mean that they all—all the seven 
—were now trying to cast out devils in the name of Christ, 
etc. Another authority gives the sense, there were certain 
ones—sons of Sceva, . . . seven, etc.—A chief priest; that is, one 
who had been the head of one of the twenty-four orders or 
classes instituted by David (Luke 1: 5,9). The chief of 
these courses were important officers in the temple. 

Verse 15.—And the evil spirit answered (that is, to the 
adjuration in v. 13), Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are 
ye? (where ye is emphatic and contemptuous.) But you, 
who are ye? The words for know are different in the two 
clauses. Perhaps the sense is, “ Jesus I am acquainted with, 
and Paul I well know” (know too well). 

Verse 16.—And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped 
on them and mastered both of them, and prevailed against them 
(or, having leaped upon them, getting the mastery over both, 
used his strength against them), so that they fled out of that 
house naked and wounded: The clause getting the mastery over 
both contains an insoluble difficulty. What does both mean, 
which the best manuscripts have, and for which the inferior 
give us them, which is evidently an alteration to improve the 
sense? There is nosolution, in saying what may be true, that 
the clause of verse 14, “who did this,” refers to their prac- 
tice of casting out evil spirits, and not to the present occasion, 
for both is still unaccounted for. The difficulty seems to be 
in the original text. 

Verse 17.—Such a remarkable occurrence could not fail to 
be widely known to the Greek and Jewish inhabitants of 
Ephesus. And fear (or awe) came upon them all, and the name 
of the Lord Jesus was magnified, which means, not that he was 
held to be great, but that he was extolled or celebrated with 
praises (comp. 10: 46). ‘ 

Verse 18.—Another result of the event narrated in verses 
14-16 was that many also of them that had believed came conjess- 
ing and declaring their deeds: Others, as Meyer and Hackett, 
give to the participle here translated that had bel:eved the 
sense of the believers, which is possible, but the sense seems to 
be that previous believers were led to make a full confession of 
their wrong practices (comp. Rom. 8: 13) in the past, espe- 
cially their former superstitions. Thus verse 18 and verse 19 
are closely united. 

Verse 19.—And not a few of them that practiced (or, perhaps, 
that formerly practiced) curious arts brought their books together, 
and burned them in the sight of all: Ourious arts means, literally, 
things that were idle and futile, but is especially meant here 
of magical arts. Other accounts show that Ephesus was a seat 
of magical practices. Brought their books together, and burned 
them in the sight of all: The books were manuscripts contain- 
ing magic formulas, which were used on different occasions, 
and, being known only to the owners, brought them money.— 
And they counted the price of them, and found it fifty thousand 
pieces of silver: That is, of coined silver. The money here 
spoken of would naturally be the coin in circulation, which 
could be only the Attic drachma, which at this time was 
about equivalent to the Roman denarius, or nineteen cents of 
our money. The whole sum thus devoted to God, according 
to their sense of what a Christian’s duty demanded, was 
something like $9,500. 

Verse 20.—So mightily grew the word of the Lord and pre 
vailed: It grew, perhaps, denotes its outward extent; it pre- 
vailed, in that its power was put forth. 





EVANGELISM AND EXORCISM. 
BY CHARLES 8. ROBINSON, D.D. 


These various points of instruction in the passage before 
us to-day are so unique and dissimilar that they defy any 
legitimate homiletical arrangement, grouping them into an 
exact plan. And, indeed, there is no loss in that; we can 
just as well read over the verses together, and draw out the 
lessons one by one. 

Verse 8.— We see the effective force of true courage ina 
persistent effort to do good. For there seems to be no end to 
the zeal of this devoted apostle. It is to be recollected that 
he had been invited to continue his work on the occasion of 
his previous journey, and had promised to return in order to 
do so (Acts 18: 19-21). As soon as he arrived, he went 
about the old errand in precisely the same way. But this 
required now great increase of daring faith. Enemies had 
arisen, and were organizing in opposition ; what Ke did must 
be done openly and swiftly. So I attach much importance 
to this word “boldly” in the story. Young converts espe- 
cially might learn a great deal here. There is no safety in 
backwardness or cowardice. The best defense is always to 
be found in a determinate attack on the opposition. 

Verse 9.—The gospel never leaves men, who hear it, where 
it found them (2 Cor. 2: 16). Those who “ believed not” 
were “hardened.” The word “ way” means the way of sal- 
vation, practically lived out; real religion is a life (Psalm 
119: 59). These men reviled Paul because he preached 
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“way” that righteousness required. It is comparatively 

easy to “ reason” so as to “ persuade” men intellectually; 

but when they understand that logic lays hold of life, they 

are apt to “speak evil” of the whole demand on them. And 

after this experience, they always grow ‘harder and harder. 

Verse 10.—We have a new illustration of the wisdom of 
Almighty God in overruling the wrath of sinners to his own 
praise. After a full trial, it seemed to Paul best to with- 
draw from public discussion. So he departed from the syna- 
gogue, probably secured a hall or building once tenanted by 
the founder of a philosophical school, and taking his converts 
with him began to instruct them patiently in the new faith. 
It might possibly seem as if he had been beaten from the 
field ; but this was the opportunity offered for the best work 
of all. Thus was the organization perfected, thus the firm 
foundations laid, for the flourishing church to which was 
afterwards sent the “ Epistle to the Ephesians.” Nobody 
knows what became of Tyrannus. Perhaps he was himself 
converted to Christianity ; at any rate, he disappears in his- 
tory with his school, and Paul starts a church on the spot. 


Verse 11.—God himself always stands steadily by any one 
who trusts him in the way of exposure and duty. Paul is 
permitted to work “special miracles” in establishment of 
the truth he was sent to proclaim. Perhaps these were not 
special in significance or startling in magnitude, nor even 
extraordinary in numbers; they may have been peculiar in 
the direction of dem@niacal possession, so as to be effectively 
addressed to a city that was confessedly the centre of witch- 
craft and magic and sorcery. This apostle had already 
performed at least one important miracle in the healing of 
the slave girl at Philippi. Now divine wisdom saw that he 
would need to wield divine power in order to hold his own 
against such odds of deceit. So we can well imagine the 
consternation of his opponents when his wonders suddenly 
confronted theirs on their chosen ground, and outshone them. 
Verse 12.—Here is a most interesting symbol by which to 
picture a good man’s influence. It is not clear what is meant 
by “handkerchiefs or aprons.” The apostle may have been 
in the habit of wearing some sort of apron while about his 
occupation of making tents; but it is more likely that the 
things referred to were articles of his ordinary dress. There 
is given in several chapters afterwards a hint concerning his 
life there in Ephesus; in his parting speech he rehearsed a 
few particulars himself (Acts 20:31). The first epistle to 
the Corinthians was written that season (1 Cor. 16: 8, 9). 
As he went about the superstitious town, doing his duties 
quietly, he must have become one of the marked men among 
the people. This part of the history makes us recall the 
woman’s touching the hem of our Saviour’s garment in order 
to be whole, and the account given of the foolish notion some 
Jerusalem people once had concerning the power of Simon 
Peter’s shadow to heal diseases (Acts'5: 12-15). The lesson 
here, however, is addressed to our imagination as an excellent 
figure of speech for present use. It is not possible that a 
man’s clothes can affect anybody now for good; but true 
graces of character and faith have an unconscious force for 
religious impression wherever we are; the personal peculi- 
arities of our piety may sometimes influence others more 
than we think. 

Verse-13.—Once more: we are taught the wickedness of 
trying to make gain out of godliness. It was perfectly 
natural to these magicians that, when Paul came to Ephesus 
and began to do greater wonders than they themselves could, 
they should suppose he was as much of acheat as they were. 
They would credit him with possessing a more powerful 
charm, especially as they found out that his miracles were 
wrought by the mere contact of clothing; but that was all, 
They had no fitting conception of logic in preaching as a 
means of converting men’s souls, or of splendor in miracle- 
working asa help in bringing home into heaven the redeemed 
people of God. They heard this man talk about one 
“Jesus,” and they conjectured this to be the secret “word” 
upon his amulets or tokens. Their motives were po higher 
than those of- other men in all ages of the world who have 
tried to use the gospel for a blind in deceiving, and for a help 
in getting gain. Sanctimoniousness is one of Satan’s gar- 
ments imitated from that of the angels of light ; and one would 
think, from the sad stories we are compelled to read of crime 
done in our day by professedly Christian believers, that his 
“aprons” were loose in the community. ° 

Verse 14.—It is very easy for a ministry of Satan to be 
found ready for consecration any time. Here was one man 
who added seven sons to the profession all by himself. It is 
hard to bring forward into labor and scholarship enough of 
preachers of the cross, and missionaries tothe heathen. But 
the Devil does not seem to have any difliculty in getting 
helpers at his will. 

Verse 15.—We learn next that the antagonism which sin 
exercises in this world is only permitted—not permanent. 
These roaming spirits from hell are all under the dominion 
of Christ, and only for a little season are suffered to have 
their way in tormenting and disciplining the bodies and 
souls of men. They *“know” their Master: “the devils also 
believe and tremble.” 

Verse 16.—It is very dangerous to try experiments with a 
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not known among us now; but wicked men are often as peril- 
ous as lunatics, Even Christian was wounded by Apollyon 
in his head, his hand, and his foot; prevention is always 
better than cure. 

Verse 17.~—Human triumph may be content to yield, when 
it gives the glory of success to the Master. The fame of the 
whole victory accrued to Jesus; and there need be no doubt 
that Paul was perfectly satisfied with the result. 

Verse 18.—The order of true experience under the gospel 
is plainly exhibited here. These men first believed, then 
they repented, then they reformed. Most people begin with 
reforming, and so make a mistake which hinders for years. 

Verse 19.—Severa! lessons are in this paragraph, and it is 
better not to separate them. (1.) Noone can be a genuine 
follower of Christ who persists in an unholy calling after 
conversion. (2.) Renunciation of sin should be as complete 
as the offense has been public. (3.) Dangerous instruments 
of wickedness had better be destroyed quickly, that they may 
not remain as futuretemptations (4.) Property value in sin 
is of no real reckoning; vice cannot possibly have a price 
label on it. (5.) They who are the truest Christians are the 
swiftest in making sacrifices to show their sincerity. (6.) One 
of the worst things out of hell is a vicious book. (7.) Ulti- 
mately those Kphesian Christians received the great “Epis- 
tle,” worth more than all they destroyed in the market- 
place. God pays sometimes in kind. 

4 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


He . . . spake boldly for the spree of three months (v8). It 
is a great deal easier to speak boldly at the start, when you 
know you are in the right, and when you think you can 
make others see it to be so, than it isto keep up your bold 
speaking, month after month, when you are disputed, or gain- 
said, or sneered at, or treated with contempt, by your hearers 
But continuance in bold speaking, against all opposings and 
under all discouragements, 1s as truly a test of fidelity in a 
pulpit, or in a teacher’s seat, of to-day, as it was in the syna- 
gogue of Ephesus in the days of Paul. 

But when some were hardened . . . he . . . separated the dis- 
ciples (v..9). Sooner or later the time, comes, in the process 
of training, for separating the good and the evil for the sake 
of the good. In order to the wise doing of this, it is impor- 
tant that parents and teachers be acquainted with the com- 
panions and surroundings of those for whom they are 
responsible. A parent ought to know who are his child’s 
playmates and school-fellows, and be ready, if necessary, to 
separate him, from them. There are times when a family 
would do well to move to another house, to be rid of the 
children “next door.” It would be better for some parents 
to change the school of their children than to have the asso- 
ciations of their little ones remain as now; and in many more 
cases the parents ought to see that the teacher changes the 
seat-mate of their children. ‘Teachers in secular schools and 
in Sunday-schools have a responsibility in this direction. 
They must see to it that a separation is made between 
scholars, when a separation is necessary. It is not right to 
have one vicious scholar contaminate an entire class. For 
the sake of those who are well disposed, and who would obey 
the truth, the scholars who are hardened, and who speak 
evil of the right way, ought to be put where they can do the 
least harm This work of separation must be done judi- 
ciously ; but it isa work not to be safely neglected. Superin- 
tendents, teachers, parents, and scholars young and old, ought 
to bear its importance in mind, and act accordingly. 

God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul (v. 11). 
God wrought the miracles: Paul did not. No man ever yet 
wrought a miracle. A miracle is peculiarly God’s work. 
He does not even need the agency of man for its accomplish- 
ment. If he usesa human agent, he thereby honors the man; 
but the glory is due unto himself. For all wonders wrought 
by the hands of any of God's servants, God should have the 
praise. It is not any faithful pastor, nor any prayerful 
teacher, nor any wise and devoted parent, who works a won- 
der of grace—in preaching, or in teaching, or intraining. It 
is God who does by the hands of this or that child of his that 
for which the hearts of his people are glad. “There are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which 
w6rketh all in all.” 

The evil spirit answered and said unto them, Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know; but who are ye* (v. 16.) Evil spirits know the 
difference between true Christians and false ones. It is not 
enough for a man to say that he is a trusting follower of 
Jesus; unless he ts so, the fact will be made known by his 
reputation among evil-doers as well as among well-doers. 
There are strolling “ Christian” spiritists in these days, who 
hope to work ‘wonders on the strength of the popular confi- 
dence in the great truths of Christianity. But even if Chris- 
tian teachers refrain from denouncing them, the voice of 
indignation and of scorn comes up from the lowest moral 
classes, against them, saying, “ We know about Jesus, and we 
know about the true disciples of Jesus, but who are ye?” 

Many also of them that had belveved came, confessing, and declar- 
ina their deeds(y.18). All who believe dought to have done 
this. Unlessa new convert is ready to confess his sins, and to 
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show wherein he has done wrong, there is reason for suspect- 
ing his sincerity and the genuineness of his conversion. It 
is of first importance that a man believes the truth. Unless 
his creed is sound, his life is not likely to be correct. But 
the evidence of a man’s belief is to be found in his character 
and in his conduct. The charities he subscribes to show his 
orthodoxy quite as much as the statements of doctrine to 
which he subscribes. And if he has been in error, and now 
professes to have begun a new and an upright life, his con- 
version will be shown as clearly in his change of deeds as in 
his change of creeds. 

Not a few which practiced curious arts brought their books together 
and burned them . . . and they counted the price of them, and found 
it fifty thousand pieces of silver (v.19). Well, what if it had 
been five hundred thousand pieces of silver? The great cost 
of the volumes did not make their teachings any safer. If 
their cost had been ten times as great, they would not have 
been worth so much as a single soul. Those books were only 
fit for burning. To burn them was the duty of their con- 
verted owners. No matter how much they cost, it were 
cheaper to destroy them than to save them If a man is not 
willing to give up all his property to Christ, it may well be 
doubted if he has yet given himself to Christ. If, when he 
is converted, he owns a stock of liquors, or of tobacco, a costly 
theatrical outfit, a set of gambling apparatus or of burglars’ 
tools, a lot of vile publications, or any other nuisance, his 
first business as a Christian man is to get rid of the whole 
pernicious stock. Its cost is not to be mentioned,—unless, 
as in the case of these Ephesian converts, to show how 
much the believer cheerfully abandons for Christ’s sake. If 
a man holds back anything from Christ, he commonly holds 
back himself with it. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


I. Preaching the Truth (vs. 8-10).—(a.) In the synagogue, 
No sooner had Paul reached Ephesus, than he began his 
usual work ; and as always before, so now, he began with the 
Jews. As the chosen people of God, they were to have the 
first chance, and only when they rejected the word did Paul 
turn to the Gentiles exclusively. During the three months 
in which Paul thus preached in the synagogue, he also 
worked at his trade; so that we may well imagine him often 
trudging along the streets of Ephesus, carrying with him the 
cloth for some tent ordered, or the tent which, now completed, 
was to be delivered to the purchaser. (6.) In the school 
of Tyrannus. The old story was repeated in Ephesus. The 
synagogue authorities were aroused against Paul. Instead, 
however, of holding his peace, he merely changed his place 
of work. Two years passed, every day finding Paul holding 
forth on his favorite theme. “The Word of the Lord Jesus” 
was the Alpha and Omega of his preaching. When he wrote, 
“Preach the word, be instant in season and out of season,” 
he was merely telling Timothy to follow his example. 

II. Proving the Truth (vs. 11, 12).—In Ephesus, God 
was pleased to give especial healing power to the apostle. 
That city was a great centre for witchcraft and magic; and 
even as to Moses was given a larger power than Egyp- 
tian magicians had, so to Paul was granted a larger power 
than all Ephesian exorcists. The fitness of this divine gift 
at this time is apparent to all. At this point it may be well 
to notice this peculiarity of all apostolic miracles as distin- 
guished from much of the “ faith-cure” work of modern days. 
The apostles and Christ (with one single exception) healed 
instantly and completely. They spake, and it was done; 
they commanded, and it stood fast. Much modern faith- 
healing is so prolonged in its processes that we hardly know 
what to make of it. 

That these continued miracles wrought by Paul proved 
to many the divine nature of his message, cannot for a 
moment be doubted. If they did not believe his words, they 
could not well doubt his works. 

Ill. Perverting the Truth.—Exorcists abounded, in those 
days, who made money out of their fraudulent profession: 
Among these were the seven sons of Sceva. Whether the 
magic number of seven sons led them into this profession, or 
not, we cannot tell. It is very possible, however, since even 
now there are those who hold superstitious notions about 
“the seventh daughter,” or the “ seventh child of a seventh 
child.” Folly dies hard; and though you bray a fool in a 
mortar with a pestle, yet will not his folly depart from him. 
These exorcists, for filthy lucre, tred the name of Jesus, in 
their incantations over one possessed with an evil spirit, 
thinking that in the mere external formula the power 
resided. The result must have been a great surprise to 
them. Picture it to the class. First picture: A poor demo- 
niac cringing down with evil mien and glowering look; the 
seven around him, im dignified pose; the multitude around 
gazing with interest and curiosity; hands extended by the 
seven as with powerful voices of authority the magic formula 
was pronounced, Second picture: Seven men fleeing in fear, 
pursued by the wild demoniac, wounded by him, and aban- 
doning in their haste their very garments The multitude 





looking on with mingled fear, amazement, and contempt. 
IV. Practising the Truth.—Picture again: A day of great 








excitement came at last in Ephesus. Converts had multiplied 
greatly. They began to realize that this new religion was 
something very different from anything they had ever expe- 
rienced. They now saw the folly and sin of all their former 
witchcraft, magic, and curious arts. The very possession of 
books and implements of magic troubled them. At last ideas 
crystallized, and at the suggestion of some radical brother a 
grand bonfire is determined upon. The enthusiasm spreads. 
Costly books full of cabalistic signs are brought. . The flames 
leap high, and with every breeze lick up their treasured 
relics of heathenism. The crowd gathers, and is amazed. 
Some call it folly, some iniquity, some are convinced by it 
of the truth of the new religion. When all is over, a count 
is made as to the cost of that bonfire. It is found to be equal 
to fifty thousand days’ wages, or nearly ten thousand dollars 
of our money. 

Having thus, in about fifteen or twenty minutes, drawn out 
the four points of the lesson, let the teacher pass on to some 
practical points Of course the main teaching will be 
drawn from the confession and the bonfire of verses 18 and 19. 

(a.) Confessing our sins.—Confession is good for the soul. 
Not generic confession, but specific confession. Private con- 
fession of our sins to those against whom we have sinned, is 
always in order, and now and then public confession may be 
well. To God, confession should be often specific in our 
private prayers. It is much more helpful for a person who 
has lied to go to God and say, “O Lord, I am a liar,” than to 
go and say, “O Lord, I am a sinner, as others are.” So, too, 
with our fellow-men. 

There must be more than mere confessions, however, 
before men will believe that we are in earnest. This is seen 
in the lesson. 

(6.) Abandoning our sins. “ He that confesseth and forsaketh 
his sins shall have mercy” (Prov. 28: 13). This the Ephe- 
sian converts did grandly. This many professing Christians 
nowadays do—not at all. They want to be Christians, and 
yet go on in their old lives as before. If any one who has 
for years lived a worldly life finds, on becoming a Christian, 
that no change in life seems called for, and no sacrifices are 
made, he had better look to see whether he is really con- 
verted. He who finds no cross in his life here, may be sure 
that he will find no crown at the end of it. He whose life 
shows no change, after he professes faith in Jesus, may be 
perfectly sure that he possesses no faith, after all. 





HINTS FOR PRE-VIEW 
BY J. L. BURROWS, D.D. 
Key-word, cO raRTNERSHIP. 


April 13. © pposers Overpowered. 


Disputers Preaching. 
Conjurers By Miracles. 
mons The Spirit of God. 


Asthen at Ephesus, so now there are opposers of the gospel. 

1. Disputers. Many now question its facts, deny its inspi- 
ration ; doubt its efficiency ; refuse its authority ; and invent 
and defend theories that are antagonistic to its revealings 
and claims. We have, in our day, as they bad in Ephesus, 
eighteen hundred and thirty years ago, some who argue that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is not necessary to purity of life, to 
the highest well-being of mankind, or to the attainment of 
everlasting heavenly blessedness All such opposition origi- 
nates in like causes: pride of intellect, love of self and sin, 
and hostility to holiness. Men are unwilling to become in 
character and life what this gospel requires. Hence, “per- 
verse disputings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the 
truth ” (1 Tim. 6: 5). ; 

2. Conjurers. As in Ephesus, so now there are many who 
trade upon the superstitions of men. Pretensions to myste- 
rious knowledge and power make dupes of people in this so- 
called enlightened age. Fortune-telling, jugglery, sleight- 
of-hand, magic, amulets, talismans, philters, charms, fetich- 
ism, spiritism,—all these and more,—are employed and 
believed in by some who hunt for something surer than 
God’s word. It is doubtful whether in Ephesus there were 
more devices of cheatery and charlatanism than are employed 
now in deluding and defrauding people through their super- 
stitious credulity. And all such methods renounce and 
deride simple faith in the authoritative revealings of God. 
If in any of them gospel sentiment is recognized at all, it is 
that it may be perverted and counterfeited for mere selfish 
ends of greed or fame. 

3. Demons. There are as many devils in the world now 
as there were in the days of Paul. And though their physi- 
cal control over men’s bodies, as by literal possession, may 
be abridged, since Christ conquered them during his incar- 
nation, yet they are as busy, mighty, and wise in their tempta- 
tions to sin and in their hatred to Christ and the gospel. It 
is as necessary now, as it was then, to “take the shield of 
faith wherewith to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one” 
(Eph. 6: 16). 

All these phases of opposition—and all other—against 
Christ’s power over men, are met: 

1. By preaching the gospel. “God has ordained by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” There 
is nothing that can so counteract the evil influences that 









































































ie 
2% 
4 


Se 


i 
BE 
3 


RR 5 
OR eT 


ones ee cae 


wi ne einen 

















March 29, 1884.] 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 









201 








hinder truth, as the “reasoning and persuasion” that are 
involved in the wise and faithful preaching of the simple 
gospel. Here is answer to all disputers—whether of igno- 
rance or of “oppositions of science, falsely so called ;” cor- 
rective of all empty superstitions; victory over all demons 
and demoniacs. 

2. By miracles. Or, in other words, by supernatural inter- 
positions. It may be true, that what are technically called 
miracles, may not now be witnessed. But if we mean by 
such admission that Jehovah does not in our day directly 
and supernaturally exercise his power and love for the salva- 
tion of individual men, and for the progress of the Messiah’s 
kingdom, then the Bible is no longer true, then we contra- 
dict the conscious experience of millions. The regeneration 
of a soul isso far of the nature of a miracle that it is a super- 
natural interposition of divine power and grace, in checking 
and changing the whole current of character and life. It is 
of the nature of a “ new creation,” and creation is miracle. 

3. By the Holy Spirit. This only means to indicate the 
essential agency by which our Lord carries out his spiritual 
purposes for the renovation of human souls. No man is ever 
regenerated, whom the Holy Spirit, in his divine personality, 
does not visit and influence. 

Here, then, we may find, if we search, each in his own 
community and within his own heart, a counterpart and 
reproduction of the wonderful work in Ephesus. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 


BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Paul in the Synagogue-—He had been to Ephesus once 
before this time, and somt of the Jews begged him to stay 
longer. He left saying, “I will come again, if God wills.” 
So when he came back, he went again to the synagogue. Of 
whom did Paul always speak? Do you think it would takea 
bold man to reason about Jesus Christ, and try to persuade the 
Jews that Christ was the true Messiah, in whom the Scripture 
was all fulfilled? Why need he speak boldly? How did 
they receive it? Some heard, but paid no attention, and so 
their hearts grew hard and harder ; Paul taught they should 
believe and repent, but they did not obey. Unbelieving and 
disobedient, they said wicked things about Paul. Did not 
that grieve the good man? He worked hard at his tent- 
making, for tents sold well in Ephesus; he went from house 
to house as he could, trying to win men to believe in Christ ; 
he preached for three months in the synagogue, but these 
hardened ones said all the evil things they could, before 
many people, and against Paul and the gospel. In a letter 
which he wrote after this time from Ephesus, he said, “ We 
labor, working with our own hands; being reviled, we bless; 
being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat.” 
And again—“I have fought with wild beasts at Ephesus,” 
and again said—“I die daily.” The weapons against him 
were not the claws of beast, nor teeth or talons. The 
weapons against Paul were sharp, cruel tongues, angry eyes, 
moved by hearts that bitterly hated the word he preached 
and the Christ he worshiped. 

Paul in the School—Paul could no longer speak in the 
synagogue, but an humbler house was found for him. Some 
kind, wise school-master, better than his name sounds to us— 
for we only know he was called Tyrannus—let Paul use his 
school-room. There he gathered all who would hear, and 
every day for two years he taught better lessons than Jew or 
Greek had ever learned before. 

Paul, and the Lord’s Miracles.—The verse does not say Paul 
worked miracles, but that “ God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul.” Was not that great honor to his ser- 
vant? They were special, strange, unusual, even for mira- 
cles. Some persons were too sick to be brought to Paul, and 
their friends do not even seem to have asked Paul to gotothem. 
But they carried to the sick, aprons or handkerchiefs which 
Paul had worn, and the sick were cured of disease. So once 
a poor woman who had been sick twelve years reached her 
trembling hand through the crowd, and touched the edge of 
the robe which Jesus wore. Was there anything in the 
hem of his garment which could cure? Was there power, 
or virtue, in an apron which Paul wore at his daily work, or 
in his handkerchiefs, or in anything which he touched? 
What then cured the sick? 

Pretended Miracles.—There were some strolling or tray- 
eling Jews who went about pretending to cure by some 
secret charm. There were seven brothers, sons of a priest, 
who tried to drive out evil spirits by using the name of 
Jesus. Even the evil spirit knew they were imposters, not 
working in his name. “Paul I know, and Jesus I know, 
but who are ye?” eried the mad-man, leaping on them, 
fiercely tearing their garments; and they were glad to run 
away, frightened and wounded. They confessed the fool- 
ishness of what they had believed. They had very old rules 
and words written on pieces of parchment kept in bags of 
silk, or charms rare and costly, which they wore to keep 
them from evil,—queer silly things they had paid a great 
price to get. They gathered them all together, and made 
bonfires, burning them in public. They counted the cost of 
their bonfire, it was as much as seven or eight thousand 
dollars. Could they have saved that by selling their 


charms to others? Would that have been right? Howdid 
they show they were sincere? If you should have a letter, 
book, or picture, you would not like mother to see, what is 
the best thing to do with it? After the Ephesians burned 

the evil words, do you wonder that “the word of God grew 
mightily and prevailed”? To believe and confess is the 
way each one can help to “ magnify the Lord.” 


% 
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HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“There is life for a look.” 

“ Jesus, name all names above.” 

“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,” 
“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE. 


In what city did Paul realize the consummation of his 
special missionary work ? (Title.) How did many in Ephesus 
show the genuineness of their conversion? (Golden Text.) 

How long was the synagogue in Ephesus open to the 
preaching of Paul? (Acts 19:8.) Was his direct aim to pro- 
duce conviction, addressing the mind, or to produce submis- 
sion, addressing the conscience? Which should be our aim? 
Give his usual line of reasoning and its conclusion. (Acts 
13: 16-41; 17: 2, 3.) At what date did the Christian 
Church assume independent existence, beyond the pale 
of the synagogue? (v. 9.) Can, or cannot, sound logic 
subdue the will ? How long, and with what success, did Paul 
labor in Ephesus? (v.10; Acts 20:31.) What special gift 
of the Holy Spirit was thére granted him? (vs. 11, 12.) 
What miracles had he wrought previous to this time? 
Why, probably, was this giftso greatly manifested at this 
place? What class of people were overshadowed by the 
splendor of these miracles, and to what audacious experiment 
did it lead them? (v. 13.) Why was this practice especially 
blameworthy ina Jew? (Deut. 18: 10-12.) What was the 
effect of this experiment upon seven of the most presump- 
tuous of their class? (vs. i4-16.) What attributes belong to 
Satan? What success have evil men in opposing the work 
of God? (v.17; Psa. 76: 10.) If a man, when regenerated, 
is engaged in a business injurious to his fellow-man, is he, or 
is he not, justified in selling out that business? (vs. 18, 19.) 
What was the pecuniary value of the Ephesian bonfire? 
Was this amount loss, or gain? What results may be ex- 
pected from such sacrifices for Christ? (v.20.) How far will 
every child of God desire, by some means, to carry the 
gospel? (v. 21.) How far is he commanded to carry it? 
(Matt. 28:19.) Describe the provinces last named. De- 
scribe briefly the city of Ephesus. By what heralds did Paul 
begin to execute his purposed visit to Achaia? (v. 22; 
1 Cor. 4: 17-19.) What is known of Erastus? 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


A number of writers have heaped up rabbinical and Tal- 
mudical quotations to show the character of the school of 
Tyrannus; but the beth midrashoth, or beth hammidrash, was 
an institution attached to the synagogue; and the school of 
Tyrannus was probably another affair. The sentence from 
the Pirke Aboth, “ Let thy house be the house of the congre- 
gation of the wise,”’ has no pertinence in this place; nor will 








other passages that show assemblies in the private houses of 
rabbins serve any better purpose. Paul had separated the 
disciples from the congregation of the synagogue; and if the 
school of Tyrannus had been one of the synagogue schools, 
Paul and his pupils would not have been in it. We must 
here look to the Greek classics for aid; and we find it in 
sufficient measure. The “school” was the audience room or 
the catechizing place of the Greek philosophers and rheto- 
ricians. In one of these classes, and most naturally in the 
latter, Tyrannus was to be numbered. It would seem, of 
course, that Tyrannus had become a Christian. 

The exorcists, however, are a well-known Jewish class. 
They are the strolling jugglers (the sort called “impostors” 
in the Revised Version in 2 Timothy 3: 13) ; and their main 
pretense was to exercise power by means of magic words, 
especially by the tetragrammaton, or four-letter name of God 
which we call Jehovah, whose pronunciation has been lost for 
ages, because for ages it has been deemed a profanation to 
pronounce it. (Its ordinary Jewish designation is the 
separated name; for its vowels are gone.) The Jews called 
such pretenders (to the true use and pronunciation-of the 
magic name) lords of the name ; and many of the Jews have 
attributed Christ’s miracles to his mastery of the same art. 
Of course, the common belief was that these jugglers thus 
exercised a real power. The sons of Sceva probably also had 
a lurking belief that Paul was master of an art in which 
they knew that they themselves were impostors; and the 
result shows that their belief covered a half-truth. 

But Ephesus was full of magic arts: It would be easy to 
collect statements from the classics about “ Ephesian letters,” 
of which a brief account is given in Conybeare and Howson; 
but it may not be generally known that on a stone from the 
temple of Ephesus at Diana, Professor C. T. Newton of the 
British Museum found a few characters which, in the absence 
of more definite knowledge, may well pass for specimens 
of the sort. They are published in the Transactions of the 
Society of Biblical Archeology. Each character would fit 
into several different known alphabets or syllabaries, but 
thus far they make no sense, according to any reading that 
can be framed. 

The burning of the books is after a custom which has been 
practiced by both pagans and Christians for many ages, and 


-| the controlling reasons for both may be said to be about the 


same. Ifthe Ephesian conflagration had not destroyed those 
magic books, there is no ordinary chance of any of them 
having come down to us; and doubtless their loss is little to 
be regretted. Few, who have not made some special search, 
have any idea of the immense number of magic books, both 
manuscript and printed, which pass through the hands of the 
antiquarian booksellers in even America. The jargon they 
contain (4. ¢, the mixture of different languages and meaning- 
less words), as well as their nonsense, is terrible. Their 
diagrams, also, mix up music, mathematics, and illustrative 
astronomy, in a manner fit for any thorough-going mad- 
house. The fire is the best use for them ; or, at best, the only 
place for them, if preserved, is one analogous to the Camera 
Sacrata of the Naples Museum, or the Witt collection in the 
British Museum. 

Space will hardly permit some most interesting extracts 
on the burning of books “contrary to religion,” or against 
the imperial power, mentioned in Suetonius, Tacitus, and 
Livy (the latter very instructive). But those who wish to 
look them up from references frequently given should be 
warned against the false reference to “ Tacitus, Annals, xiii, 
50,” met with in many books. It is really to “ xiv, 50.” 

Many specimens of Oriental charms, of various sorts, in 
manuscript and drawing, have passed through my hands. 
Just one will be enough to translate here, as far as it is 
decipherable. It was found by an American traveler near 
the pool of Siloam, at Jerusalem, enclosed in a tightly sealed 
little tin box. The paper contains one short titular line, 
and six other lines, written in a rabbinic character, except 
that a part of the last line consists of (native) Arabic 
numerals carelessly written. Below is a square of sixteen . 
spaces, with Arabic numerals in each space, and a Arabic 
name written outside of each of the four sides. The follow- 
ing is the translation : 


“May the work of Satan prosper! ” 

“I conjure you, ye the evil spirits of Asmodai the king of the 
evil spirits and Rex Tartaroth, king, and Meimon and Zuba’h 
and Burkan and Murhab and Shemhoresh, and the red king 
and the white king, that ye shall put into the heart of Mehmed 
the son of ’Eliya fire and brimstone of mighty love, flame of 
Yah, that he may neither eat nor drink until he shall have 
done instantly the wish and will of Karmuz the son of Sugma, 
so that he may fulfill his request, and not delay in ¢he least 
nor bring to naught, through the force of those names that are 
set over the moon, Liakim, Liaki’, Liakir, Lialgo, Liaroth, 
Liaroth [each name written twice], and in the Name, and the 
sons of Korah, Assir and Elkanah and Abiasaph and Elde’a.” 


The numbers of the last line, when represented by the 
equivalent Hebrew letter, make no continuous sense. Those 
in the square, similarly treated, signify: 


“ Love, mighty fire, mighty flame.” 





The words about the square, obscurely written, seem to be: 
“ Gabriel, Michael, ’Ursael, Asrafel.”’ 
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not known among us now; but wicked men are often as peril- 
ous as lunatics, Even Christian was wounded by Apollyon 
in his head, his hand, and his foot; prevention is always 
better than cure. 

Verse 17.~—Human triumph may be content to yield, when 
it gives the glory of success to the Master. The fame of the 
whole victory accrued to Jesus; and there need be no doubt 
that Paul was perfectly satisfied with the result. 

Verse 18.—The order of true experience under the gospel 
is plainly exhibited here. These men first believed, then 
they repented, then they reformed. Most people begin with 
reforming, and so make a mistake which hinders for years. 

Verse 19.—Severa] lessons are in this paragraph, and it is 
better not to separate them. (1.) Noone can be a genuine 
follower of Christ who persists in an unholy calling after 
conversion. (2.) Renunciation of sin should be as complete 
as the offense has been public. (3.) Dangerous instruments 
of wickedness had better be destroyed quickly, that they may 
not remain as futuretemptations (4.) Property value in sin 
is of no real reckoning; vice cannot possibly have a price 
label on it. (5.) They who are the truest Christians are the 
swiftest in making sacrifices to show their sincerity. (6.) One 
of the worst things out of hell is a vicious book. (7.) Ulti- 
mately those Ephesian Christians received the great “Epis- 
tle,” worth more than all they destroyed in the market- 
place. God pays sometimes in kind. 

a 


ILLUSTRATIVE APPLICATIONS. 
BY H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 


He . . . spake boldly for the spree of three months (v8). It 
is a great deal easier to speak boldly at the start, when you 
know you are in the right, and when you think you can 
make others see it to be so, than it is to keep up your bold 
speaking, month after month, when you are disputed, or gain- 
said, or sneered at, or treated with contempt, by your hearers 
But continuance in bold speaking, against all opposings and 
under all discouragements, 1s as truly a test of fidelity mm a 
pulpit, or in a teacher’s seat, of to-day, as it was in the syna- 
gogue of Ephesus in the days of Paul. 

But when some were hardened . . . he . . . separated the dis- 
ciples (v..9). Sooner or later the time, comes, in the process 
of training, for separating the good and the evil for the sake 
of the good. In order to the wise doing of this, it is impor- 
tant that parents and teachers be acquainted with the com- 
panions and surroundings of those for whom they are 
responsible. A parent ought to know who are his child’s 
playmates and school-fellows, and be ready, if necessary, to 
separate him from them. There are times when a family 
would do well to move to another house, to be rid of the 
children “next door.” It would be better for some parents 
to change the school of their children than to have the asso- 
ciations of their little ones remain as now; and in many more 
cases the parents ought to see that the teacher changes the 
seat-mate of their children. ‘Teachers in secular schools and 
in Sunday-schools have a responsibility in this direction. 
They must see to it that a separation is made between 
scholars, when a separation is necessary. It is not right to 
have one vicious scholar contaminate an entire class. For 
the sake of those who are well disposed, and who would obey 
the truth, the scholars who are hardened, and who speak 
evil of the right way, ought to be put where they can do the 
least harm This work of separation must be done judi- 
ciously ; but it isa work not to be safely neglected. Superin- 
tendents, teachers, parents, and scholars young and old, ought 
to bear its importance in mind, and act accordingly. 

God wrought special miracles by the hands of Paul (vy. 11). 
God wrought the miracles: Paul did not. No man ever yet 
wrought a miracle. A miracle is peculiarly God’s work. 
He does not even need the agency of man for its accomplish- 
ment. If he usesa human agent, he thereby honors the man; 
but the glory is due unto himself. For all wonders wrought 
by the hands of any of God’s servants, God should have the 
praise. It is not any faithful pastor, nor any prayerful 
teacher, nor any wise and devoted parent, who works a won- 
der of grace—in preaching, or Yn teaching, or intraining. It 
is God who does by the hands of this or that child of his that 
for which the hearts of his people are glad. “There are 
diversities of operations, but it is the same God which 
w6rketh all in all.” 

The evil spurt answered and said unto them, Jesus I know, and 
Paul I know; but who are ye? (v. 16.) Evil spirits know the 
diflerence between true Christians and false ones It is not 
enough for a man to say that he is a trusting follower of 
Jesus; unless he ts so, the fact will be made known by his 
reputation among evil-doers as well as among well-doers. 
There are strolling “ Christian ” spiritists in these days, who 
hope to work ‘wonders on the strength of the popular confi- 
dence in the great truths of Christianity. But even if Chris- 
tian teachers refrain from denouncing them, the voice of 
indignation and of scorn comes up from the lowest moral 
classes, against them, saying, “ We know about Jesus, and we 
know about the true disciples of Jesus, but who are ye?” 

Many also of them that had belveved came, confessing, and declar- 
ina their deeds(v.18). All who believe dought to have done 
this. Unlessa new convert is ready to confess his sins, and to 








show wherein he has done wrong, there is reason for suspect- 
ing his sincerity and the genuineness of his conversion. It 
is of first importance that a man believes the truth. Unless 
his creed is sound, his life is not likely to be correct’ But 
the evidence of a man’s belief is to be found in his character 
and in his conduct. The charities he subscribes to show his 
orthodoxy quite as much as the statements of doctrine to 
which he subscribes. And if he has been in error, and now 
professes to have begun a new and an upright life, his con- 
version will be shown as clearly in his change of deeds as in 
his change of creeds. 

Not a few which practiced curious arts brought their books together 
and burned them . . . and they counted the price of them, and found 
it fifty thousand pieces of silver (v.19). Well, what if it had 
been five hundred thousand pieces of silver? The great cost 
of the volumes did not make their teachings any safer. If 
their cost had been ten times as great, they would not have 
been worth so much as a single soul. Those books were only 
fit for burning. To burn them was the duty of their con- 
verted owners. No matter how much they cost, it were 
cheaper to destroy them than to save them If a man is not 
willing to give up all his property to Christ, it may well be 
doubted if he has yet given himself to Christ. if, when he 
is converted, he owns a stock of liquors, or of tobacco, a costly 
theatrical outfit, a set of gambling apparatus or of burglars’ 
tools, a lot of vile publications, or any other nuisance, his 
first business as a Christian man is to get rid of the whole 
pernicious stock. Its cost is not to be mentioned,—unless, 
as in the case of these Ephesian converts, to show how 
much the believer cheerfully abandons for Christ’s sake. If 
a man holds back anything from Christ, he commonly holds 
back himself with it. 





TEACHING HINTS. 
BY THE REV. A. F. SCHAUFFLER. 


I. Preaching the Truth (vs. 8-10).—(a.) In the synagogue. 
No sooner had Paul reached Ephesus, than he began his 
usual work ; and as always before, so now, he began with the 
Jews. As the chosen people of God, they were to have the 
first chance, and only when they rejected the word did Paul 
turn to the Gentiles exclusively. During the three months 
in which Paul thus preached in the synagogue, he also 
worked at his trade; so that we may well imagine him often 
trudging along the streets of Ephesus, carrying with him the 
cloth for some tent ordered, or the tent which, now completed, 
was to be delivered to the purchaser. (b.) In the school 
of Tyrannus. The old story was repeated in Ephesus. The 
synagogue authorities were aroused against Paul. Instead, 
however, of holding his peace, he merely changed his place 
of work. Two years passed, every day finding Paul holding 
forth on his favorite theme. “The Word of the Lord Jesus” 
was the Alpha and Omega of his preaching. When he wrote, 
“ Preach the word, be instant in season and out of season,” 
he was merely telling Timothy to follow his example. 

II. Proving the Truth (vs. 11, 12).—In Ephesus, God 
was pleased to give especial healing power to the apostle. 
That city was a great centre for witchcraft and magic ; and 
even as to Moses was given a larger power than Egyp- 
tian magicians had, so to Paul was granted a larger power 
than all Ephesian exorcists. The fitness of this divine gift 
at this time is apparent to all. At this point it may be well 
to notice this peculiarity of all apostolic miracles as distin- 
guished from much of the “ faith-cure”’ work of modern days. 
The apostles and Christ (with one single exception) healed 
instantly and completely. They spake, and it was done; 
they commanded, and it stood fast. Much modern faith- 
healing is so prolonged in its processes that we hardly know 
what to make of it. 

That these continued miracles wrought by Paul proved 
to many the divine nature of his message, cannot for a 
moment be doubted. If they did not believe his words, they 
could not well doubt his works. 

III. Perverting the Truth.—Exorcists abounded, in those 
days, who made money out of their fraudulent profession: 
Among these were the seven sons of Sceva. Whether the 
magic number of seven sons led them into this profession, or 
not, we cannot tell. It is very possible, however, since even 
now there are those who hold superstitious notions about 
“the seventh daughter,” or the “ seventh child of a seventh 
child.” Folly dies hard; and though you bray a fool in a 
mortar with a pestle, yet will not his folly depart from him. 
These exorcists, for filthy lucre, trred the name of Jesus, in 
their incantations over one possessed with an evil spirit, 
thinking that in the mere external formula the power 
resided. The result must have been a great surprise to 
them. Picture it to the class. First picture: A poor demo- 
niac cringing down with evil mien and glowering look; the 
seven around him, im dignified pose; the multitude around 
gazing with interest and curiosity; hands extended by the 
seven as with powerful voices of authority the magic formula 
was pronounced. Second picture: Seven men fleeing in fear, 
pursued by the wild demoniac, wounded by him, and aban- 
doning in their haste their very garments The multitude 
looking on with mingled fear, amazement, and contempt. 

IV. Practising the Truth.—Picture again: A day of great 





excitement came at last in Ephesus. Converts had multiplied 
greatly. They began to realize that this new religion was 
something very different from anything they had ever expe- 
rienced. They now saw the folly and sin of all their former 
witchcraft, magic, and curious arts. The very possession of 
books and implements of magic troubled them. At last ideas 
crystallized, and at the suggestion of some radical brother a 
grand bonfire is determined upon. The enthusiasm spreads. 
Costly books full of cabalistic signs are brought. The flames 
leap high, and with every breeze lick up their treasured 
relics of heathenism. The crowd gathers, and is amazed. 
Some call it folly, some iniquity, some are convinced by it 
of the truth of the new religion. When all is over, a count 
is made as to the cost of that bonfire. It is found to be equal 
to fifty thousand days’ wages, or nearly ten thousand dollars 
of our money. 

Having thus, in about fifteen or twenty minutes, drawn out 
the four points of the lesson, let the teacher pass on to some 
practical points Of course the main teaching will be 
drawn from the confession and the bonfire of verses 18 and 19. 

(a.) Confessing our sins.—Confession is good for the soul. 
Not generic confession, but specific confession. Private con- 
fession of our sins to those against whom we have sinned, is 
always in order, and now and then public confession may be 
well. To God, confession should be often specific in our 
private prayers. It is much more helpful for a person who 
has lied to go to God and say, “O Lord, I am a liar,” than to 
go and say, “O Lord, I am a sinner, as others are.” So, too, 
with our fellow-men. 

There must be more than mere confessions, however, 
before men will believe that we are in earnest. This is seen 
in the lesson. 

(6.) Abandoning our sins. “‘ He that confesseth and forsaketh 
his sins shall have mercy” (Prov. 28: 13). This the Ephe- 
sian converts did grandly. This many professing Christians 
nowadays do—not at all. They want to be Christians, and 
yet go on in their old lives as before. If any one who has 
for years lived a worldly life finds, on becoming a Christian, 
that no change in life seems called for, and no sacrifices are 
made, he had better look to see whether he is really con- 
verted. He who finds no cross in his life here, may be sure 
that he will find no crown at the end of it. He whose life 
shows no change, after he professes faith in Jesus, may be 
perfectly sure that he possesses no faith, after all. 








HINTS FOR PRE-VIEW 
BY J. L. BURROWS, D.D. 
Key-word, cO rarRTNERSHIP. 


April 13. @pposers Overpowered. 
Disputers Preaching. 
Conjurers By Miracles. 
Demons The Spirit of God. 

Asthen at Ephesus, so now there are opposers of the gospel. 

1. Disputers. Many now question its facts , deny its inspi- 
ration ; doubt its efficiency ; refuse its authority ; and invent 
and defend theories that are antagonistic to its revealings 
and claims. We have, in our day, as they had in Ephesus, 
eighteen hundred and thirty years ago, some who argue that 
the gospel of Jesus Christ is not necessary to purity of life, to 
the highest well-being of mankind, or to the attainment of 
everlasting heavenly blessedness All such opposition origi- 
nates in like causes: pride of intellect, love of self and sin, 
and hostility to holiness. Men are unwilling to become in 
character and life what this gospel requires. Hence, “per- 
verse disputings of men corrupted in mind and bereft of the 
truth” (1 Tim. 6: 5). 

2. Conjurers. As in Ephesus, so now there are many who 
trade upon the superstitions of men. Pretensions to myste- 
rious knowledge and power make dupes of people in this so- 
called enlightened age. Fortune-telling, jugglery, sleight- 
of-hand, magic, amulets, talismans, philters, charms, fetich- 
ism, spiritism,—all these and more,—are employed and 
believed in by some who hunt for something surer than 
God’s word. It is doubtful whether in Ephesus there were 
more devices of cheatery and charlatanism than are employed 
now in deluding and defrauding people through their super- 
stitious credulity. And all such methods renounce and 
deride simple faith in the authoritative revealings of God. 
If in any of them gospel sentiment is recognized at all, it is 
that it may be perverted and counterfeited for mere selfish 
ends of greed or fame. 

3. Demons. There are as many devils in the world now 
as there were in the days of Paul. And though their physi- 
cal control over men’s bodies, as by literal possession, may 
be abridged, since Christ conquered them during his incar- 
nation, yet they are as busy, mighty, and wise in their tempta- 
tions to sin and in their hatred to Christ and the gospel. It 
is as necessary now, as it was then, to “take the shield of 
faith wherewith to quench the fiery darts of the wicked one” 
(Eph. 6: 16). 

All these phases of opposition—and all other—against 
Christ’s power over men, are met: 

1. By preaching the yospel. “God has ordained by the 
foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.” There 


is nothing that cap so counteract the evil influences that 
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hinder truth, as the “reasoning and persuasion” that are 
involved in the wise and faithful preaching of the simple 
gospel. Here is answer to all disputers—whether of igno- 
rance or of “oppositions of science, falsely so called ;” cor- 
rective of all empty superstitions ; victory over all demons 


and demoniacs. 


2. By miracles. Or, in other words, by supernatural inter- | 


positions. It may be true, that what are technically called 
miracles, may not now be witnessed. But if we mean by 
such admission that Jehovah does not in owr day directly 
and supernaturally exercise his power and love for the salva- 
tion of individual men, and for the progress of the Messiah’s 
kingdom, then the Bible is no longer true, then we contra- 
dict the conscious experience of millions. The regeneration 
of a soul isso far of the nature of a miracle that it is a super- 
natural interposition of divine power and grace, in checking 
and changing the whole current of character and life. It is 
of the nature of a “ new creation,” and creation is miracle. 

3. By the Holy Spirit. This only means to indicate the 
essential agency by which our Lord carries out his spiritual 
purposes for the renovation of human souls. No man is ever 
regenerated, whom the Holy Spirit, in his divine personality, 
does not visit and influence. 

Here, then, we may find, if we search, each in his own 
community and within his own heart, a counterpart and 
reproduction of the wonderful work in Ephesus. 





HINTS FOR THE PRIMARY TEACHER. 
BY FAITH LATIMER. 


Paul in the Synagogue-—He had been to Ephesus once 
before this time, and somt of the Jews begged him to stay 
longer. He left saying, “I will come again, if God wills.” 
So when he came back, he went again to the synagogue. Of 
whom did Paul alwaysspeak? Do you think it wouldtakea 
bold man to reason about Jesus Christ, and try to persuade the 
Jews that Christ was the true Messiah, in whom the Scripture 
was all fulfilled? Why need he speak boldly? How did 
they receive it? Some heard, but paid no attention, and so 
their hearts grew hard and harder; Paul taught they should 
believe and repent, but they did not obey. Unbelieving and 
disobedient, they said wicked things about Paul. Did not 
that grieve the good man? He worked hard at his tent- 
making, for tents sold well in Ephesus; he went from house 
to house as he could, trying to win men to believe in Christ ; 
he preached for three months in the synagogue, but these 
hardened ones said all the evil things they could, before 
many people, and against Paul and the gospel. In a letter 
which he wrote after this time from Ephesus, he said, “ We 
labor, working with our own hands; being reviled, we bless; 
being persecuted, we suffer it; being defamed, we entreat.” 
And again—“I have fought with wild beasts at Ephesus,” 
and again said—“I die daily.” The weapons against him 
were not the claws of beast, nor teeth or talons. - The 
weapons against Paul were sharp, cruel tongues, angry eyes, 
moved by hearts that bitterly hated the word he preached 
and the Christ he worshiped. 

Paul in the School_—Paul could no longer speak in the 
synagogue, but an humbler house was found for him. Some 
kind, wise school-master, better than his name sounds to us— 
for we only know he was called Tyrannus—let Paul use his 
school-room. There he gathered all who would hear, and 
every day for two years he taught better lessons than Jew or 
Greek had ever learned before. 

Paul, and the Lord’s Miracles.—The verse does not say Paul 
worked miracles, but that “ God wrought special miracles by 
the hands of Paul.” Was not that great honor td his ser- 
vant? They were special, strange, unusual, even for mira- 
cles. Some persons were too sick to be brought to Paul, and 
their friends do not even seem to have asked Paul to gotothem. 
But they carried to the sick, aprons or handkerchiefs which 
Paul had worn, and the sick were cured of disease. So once 
a poor woman who had been sick twelve years reached her 
trembling hand through the crowd, and touched the edge of 
the robe which Jesus wore. Was there anything in the 
hem of his garment which could cure? Was there power, 
or virtue, in an apron which Paul wore at his daily work, or 
in his handkerchiefs, or in anything which he touched? 
What then cured the sick? 

Pretended Miracles—There were some strolling or trav- 
eling Jews who went about pretending to cure by some 
secret charm. There were seven brothers, sons of a priest, 
who tried to drive out evil spirits by using the name of 
Jesus. Even the evil spirit knew they were imposters, not 
working in his name. “Paul I know, and Jesus I know, 
but who are ye?” eried the mad-man, leaping on them, 
fiercely tearing their garments; and they were glad to run 
away, frightened and wounded. They confessed the fool- 
ishness of what they had believed. They had very old rules 
and words written on pieces of parchment kept in bags of 
silk, or charms rare and costly, which they wore to keep 
them from evil,—queer silly things they ,had paid a great 
price to get. They gathered them all together, and made 
bonfires, burning them in public. They counted the cost of 
their bonfire, it was as much as seven or eight thousand 
dollars. Could they have saved that by selling their 


charms to others? Would that have been right? Howdid 

they show they were sincere? If you should have a letter, 

book, or picture, you would not like mother to see, what is 

the best thing todo with it? After the Ephesians burned 

the evil words, do you wonder that “the word of God grew 
| mightily and prevailed”? To believe and confess is the 
way each one can help to “ magnify the Lord.” 


’ 





BLACKBOARD HINTS. — 


| WONDERFUL WONDER-WORKING. 


THE WORD. 
[ aasos | 


THE WONDERS. 
SPECIAL MIRACLES | DISCOMFITURE 
| 
WROUGHT BY | BROUGHT UPON 


WITHOUT 
ME YE 


CAN DO 
NOTHING, 











PAUL, EXORCISTS, 
LEADING TO 
of 
FAITH. REPENTANCE, 
TO THOSE 
WHO TRULY WHO TURN ASIDE 
SEEK FROM 
THE Way, 
IT is 
THE WAY OF LIFE. | THE WAY OF DEATH. 











HINTS FOR LESSON HYMNS. 


“There is life for a look.” 

“ Jesus, name all names above.” 

“ How sweet the name of Jesus sounds,” 
“Take the name of Jesus with you.” 





QUESTION HINTS. 
BY MISS ANNA T. PEARCE, 


In what city did Paul realize the consummation of his 
special missionary work ? (Title.) How did many in Ephesus 
show the genuineness of their conversion? (Golden Text.) 

How long was the synagogue in Ephesus open to the 
preaching of Paul? (Acts 19:8.) Was his direct aim to pro- 
duce conviction, addressing the mind, or to produce submis- 
sion, addressing the conscience? Which should be our aim ? 
Give his usual line of reasoning and its conclusion. (Acts 
13: 16-41; 17: 2, 3.) At what date did the Christian 
Church assume independent existence, beyond the pale 
of the synagogue? (v. 9.) Can, or cannot, sound logic 
subdue the will ? How long, and with what success, did Paul 
labor in Ephesus? (v.10; Acts 20:31.) What special gift 
of the Holy Spirit was there granted him? (vs. 11, 12.) 
What miracles had he wrought previous to this time? 
Why, probably, was this gift so greatly manifested at this 
place? What class of people were overshadowed by the 
splendor of these miracles, and to what audacious experiment 
did it lead them? (v. 13.) Why was this practice especially 
blameworthy ina Jew? (Deut. 18: 10-12.) What was the 
effect of this experiment upon seven of the most presump- 
tuous of their class? (vs. i4-16.) What attributes belong to 
Satan? What success have evil men in opposing the work 
of God? (v.17; Psa. 76:10.) If a man, when regenerated, 
is engaged in a business injurious to his fellow-man, is he, or 
is he not, justified in selling out that business? (vs. 18, 19.) 
What was the pecuniary value of the Ephesian bonfire? 
Was this amount loss, or gain? What results may be ex- 
pected from such sacrifices for Christ? (v. 20.) How far will 
every child of God desire, by some means, to carry the 
gospel? (v. 21.) How far is he commanded to carry it? 
(Matt. 28:19.) Describe the provinces last named. De- 
scribe briefly the city of Epiesus, By what heralds did Paul 
begin to execute his purposed visit to Achaia? (v. 22; 
1 Cor. 4: 17-19.) What is known of Erastus? 





ORIENTALISMS OF THE LESSON. 
BY PROFESSOR ISAAC H. HALL. 


A number of writers have heaped up rabbinical and Tal- 
mudical quotations to show the character of the school of 
Tyrannus; but the beth midrashoth, or beth hammidrash, was 
an institution attached to the synagogue; and the school of 
Tyrannus was probably another affair. The sentence from 





gation of the wise,” has no pertinence in this place; nor will 





other passages that show assemblies in the private houses of 
rabbins serve any better purpose. Paul had separated the 
disciples from the congregation of the synagogue; and if the 
school of Tyrannus had been one of the synagogue schools, 
Paul and his pupils would not have been in it. We must 
here look to the Greek classics for aid; aud we find it in 
sufficient measure. The “school” was the audience room or 
the catechizing place of the Greek philosophers and rheto- 
ricians. In one of these classes, and most naturally in the 
latter, Tyrannus was to be numbered, It would seem, of 
course, that Tyrannus had become a Christian. 

The exorcists, however, are a well-known Jewish class. 
They are the strolling jugglers (the sort called “impostors” 
in the Revised Version in 2 Timothy 3: 13) ; and their main 
pretense was to exercise power by means of magic words, 
especially by the tetragrammaton, or four-letter name of God 
which we call Jehovah, whose pronunciation has been lost for 
ages, because for ages it has been deemed a profanation to 
pronounce it. (Its ordinary Jewish designation is the 
separated name; for its vowels are gone.) The Jews called 
such pretenders (to the true use and pronunciation-of the 
magic name) lords of the name ; and many of the Jews have 
attributed Christ’s miracles to his mastery of the same art. 
Of course, the common belief was that these jugglers thus 
exercised a real power. The sons of Sceva probably also had 
a lurking belief that Paul was master of an art in which 
they knew that they themselves were impostors; and the 
result shows that their belief covered a half-truth. 

But Ephesus was full of magic arts. It would be easy to 
collect statements from the classics about “ Ephesian letters,” 
of which a brief account is given in Conybeare and Howson; 
but it may not be generally known that on a stone from the 
temple of Ephesus at Diana, Professor C. T. Newton of the 
British Museum found a few characters which, in the absence 
of more definite knowledge, may well pass for specimens 
of the sort. They are published in the Transactions of the 
Society of Biblical Archeology. Each character would fit 
into several different known alphabets or syllabaries, but 
thus far they make no sense, according to any reading that 
can be framed. 

The burning of the books is after a custom which has been 
practiced by both pagans and Christians for many ages, and 


-| the controlling reasons for both may be said to be about the 


same. If the Ephesian conflagration had not destroyed those 
magic books, there is no ordinary chance of any of them 
having come down to us; and doubtless their loss is little to 
be regretted. Few, who have not made some special search, 
have any idea of the immense number of magic books, both 
manuscript and printed, which pass through the hands of the 
antiquarian booksellers in even America. The jargon they 
contain (i. ¢, the mixture of different languages and meaning- 
less words), as well as their nonsense, is terrible. Their 
diagrams, also, mix up music, mathematics, and illustrative 
astronomy, in a manner fit for any thorough-going mad- 
house. The fire is the best use for them ; or, at best, the only 
place for them, if preserved, is one analogous to the Camera 
Sacrata of the Naples Museum, or the Witt collection in the 
British Museum. 

Space will hardly permit some most interesting extracts 
on the burning of books “contrary to religion,” or against 
the imperial power, mentioned in Suetonius, Tacitus, and 
Livy (the latter very instructive). But those who wish to 
look them up from references frequently given should be 
warned against the false reference to “ Tacitus, Annals, xiii, 
50,” met with in many books. It is really to “ xiv, 50.” 

Many specimens of Oriental charms, of various sorts, in 
manuscript and drawing, have passed through my hands. 
Just one will be enough to translate here, as far as it is 
decipherable. It was found by an American traveler near 
the pool of Siloam, at Jerusalem, enclosed in a tightly sealed 
little tin box. The paper contains one short titular line, 
and six other lines, written in a rabbinic character, except 
that a part of the last line consists of (native) Arabic 
numerals carelessly written. Below is a square of sixteen 
spaces, with Arabic numerals in each space, and a Arabic 
name written outside of each of the four sides. The follow- 
ing is the translation : 


“May the work of Satan prosper! ” 

“I conjure you, ye the evil spirits of Asmodai the king of the 
evil spirits and Rex Tartaroth, king, and Meimon and Zuba’h 
and Burkan and Murhab and Shemhoresh, and the red king 
and the white king, that ye shall put into the heart of Mehmed 
the son of ’Eliya fire and brimstone of mighty love, flame of 
Yah, that he may neither eat nor drink until he shall have 
done instantly the wish and will of Karmuz the son of Sugma, 
so that he may fulfill his request, and not delay in ¢he least 
nor bring to naught, through the force of those names that are 
set over the moon, Liakim, Liaki’, Liakir, Lialgo, Liaroth, 
Liaroth [each name written twice], and in the Name, and the 
sons of Korah, Assir and Elkanah and Abiasaph and Elde’a.” 


The numbers of the last line, when represented by the 
equivalent Hebrew letter, make no continuous sense. Those 
in the square, similarly treated, signify: 


“ Love, mighty fire, mighty flame.” 


| the Pirke Aboth, “ Let thy house be the house of the congre- | The words about the square, obscurely written, seem to be: 


“ Gabriel, Michael, ’Ursael, Asrafel.” 








See 
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NATURAL LAW IN THE SPIRITUAL 
WORLD.* 


Great battles have been fought over the relations of 
the natural to the supernatural; and the fighting is not 
done yet. Even among those who acknowledge the 
existence of the supernatural there has been little agree- 
ment as to the philosophy of its relations to the natural. 
At the present moment, popular religious thought con- 
ceives of the natural and the supernatural as two sharply 
defined and mutually exclusive spheres; while philoso- 
phic thought tends more and more to that conception of 
both which makes them two poles of the one sphere, 
two sides of the one truth. 

No book has done more to popularize the true concep- 
tion of the relations of the supernatural to the natural 
than Horace Bushnell’s “ Nature and the Supernatural : 
as together constituting the one system of God.” First 
published a little more than a quarter of a century ago, 
its argument quickly passed into current religious liter- 
ature, and it became the parent of a series of works, of 
which the Duke of Argyle’s Unity of Nature is one of 
the most recent and best known examples. Not many 
months ago, still another work, which logically belongs 
to the same series, came from the pen of a young Scotch 
professor,—Mr. Henry Drummond of the Free Church 
College, Glasgow. Thishas already run through several 
editions; it has been widely and favorably noticed in 
England and on the Continent; and many have hailed 
it, as not only a new contribution to the literarure of its 
department, but as embodying an actual new discovery 
in the philosophy of the spiritual. How far Professor 
Drummond's theory is entitled to be regarded as a new 
discovery, will appear from what follows. 

The title of Professor Drummond’s book demands 
some little explanation. Few words suffer more abuse 
from popular usage than the word “ natural.” Asteam- 
engine is said to be “ artificial,” because it is not “ nat- 
ural,” and “natural” because it is not “ supernatural ;” 
and the “supernatural ” is said to be “ natural ” because 
it is not “ un-natural.” Professor Drummond does not 
use the word in either of these senses, but in a still nar- 
rower sense. The nat iralis, with him, that which pertains 
to material or mental nature only; andso it can stand 
opposed to spiritual nature, which is a kingdom standing 
above the other two, as the animal kingdom stands above 
the vegetable kingdom and the kingdom of inorganic 
nature, His “naturallaw” therefore is, broadly speak- 
ing, the laws which are traceable in the order of the 
material universe, or in man so far as he is non-spiritual. 
The purpose of this new book is to prove that the same 
laws which are shown in the movement of the material 
universe are shown also in the movement of that which 
is spiritual, It is to be noted that Professor Drummond 
does not claim to have discovered that similar or analo- 
gous laws are operative in the natural and in the spir- 
itual worlds, but that the laws in both worlds are tden- 
tical, 

This claim Professor Drummond fails to make good. 
He approaches the question as one versed in the methods 
of natural science, rather than as one trained to make 
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the nice distinctions which philosophical thought re- 
quires, or as one familiar with the history of human 
thought. He underestimates the work of Bushnell, 
because he misunderstands it. He admits that Bushnell 
and others have shown the working of analogous laws in 
the material and the spiritual worlds, and fails to see 


that he himself has done no more ;—that his own work 


has been simply to gather analogous phenomena in both 
departments of nature, and so far to help to round out 
the argument forthe unity of the universe. Acknowledg- 
ing that others have amply proved the analogy of nat- 
ural and spiritual law, inthe case of his own work he 
confounds analogy with identity. 


What, then, is the special merit of this book ?—for a 
book must have special merit which has earned the 
unstinted praise of scholars and thinkers in all depart- 
ments of the Christian Church. Its merit is not far to 
seek. It is abreast of modern scientific research; it 
takes hold of the watchwords of science and translates 
them into terms of religion; most important of all, it 
handles things on the concrete. More than any other 
book, this lays hold of the great laws which are opera- 
tive in the material world, and suggests the correspondent 
laws in the spiritual. It differs thus from most other 
works treating of this subject, for these approach the 
material from the spiritual side, while this takes the 
material, and finds in it the suggestion of the spiritual. 
This, in itself, is a great power; a fact in the material 
world is a fact toeverybody, and a fixed datum of thought: 
a fact in the spiritual world impresses only a few as a 
reality. Tell a man that even church-going and church- 
membership may be so misused as to minister to spir- 
itual deterioration, and he will probably assent in a 
vague way, without seeing either the how or the why of 
it. Give him, instead, such a picture from nature as 
Professor Drummond's chapter on Parasitism, in the 
present work, with its reading of the parable into the 
spiritual life, and he gets a vivid idea at once of both 
the fact and the reason. 

In point of fact, Professor Drummond’s Natural Law 
in the Spiritual World is a collection of parables from 
Nature, as she is known to scientists. Biogenesis, 
Degeneration, Growth, Death, Mortification, Eternal 
Life, Environment, Conformity to Time, Semi-Para- 
sitism, and Parasitism, are the names of these studies. 
Accepted in this light, this book is strikingly original, 
and exceptionally suggestive. Religious teachers every- 
where can find in it hints for the illustration and realiza- 
tion of great spiritual truths, and will gain a lesson in 
the method of making the truths of nature minister to 
the truths of religion. They will no?¢ find in it a great 
discovery which must revolutionize the method of the- 
ology, as the author himself seems to claim. But they 
will find a happy allegorizing method, which is better 
than narrow demonstration, in showing the workings of 
the same Hand in nature and in grace. 


To grant Professor Drummond’s own claim would be 
to restrict unnecessarily the reach of the principles of 
his book, It would also be to introduce a dangerous 
element into theology. We can estimate the mathe- 
matics of gravitation, but to attempt to apply the mathe- 
matics of gravitation to the soul is futile. It is vain to 
expect to work out a man’s fate from the parallelogram 
of forces; and the system of eschatology which could be 
built upon the laws of continuity and the conversion of 
energy would at least be as favorable to the perpetual 
transmigration of souls, or the pantheistic merging of 
the individual into the All, as to Christian doctrine on 
the subject. Even with his own choice of natural laws, 
Professor Drummond occasionally refuses to face the full 
consequences of his attempt to identify absolutely the 
laws of the two worlds. The chapter on Mortification 
would logically lead to suicide as the best method for 
getting “out of correspondence with the lower environ- 
ment.” But Professor Drummond shrinks from stating 
this conclusion, and says simply that “the detention 
here of body and spirit for a given period is determined 
for us, and we are morally bound to accept the situa- 
tion.” But this is not scientific. A pistol-shot may end 
the detention at any time; and this, on the purely scien- 
tific principles which are at the basis of Professor Drum- 
mond’s argument, would be the surest and swiftest means 
of fulfilling God’s purposes for the regenerated man. 
No, no; this horse will make a very good horse; but the 
moment it tries to mount thesaddle and hold the reins, 
it is an obvious failure. 

To those, therefore, who wish a new, fresh book ona 
new subject, this volume can be cordially commended. 
[t is full of stimulating thoughts,—thoughts which will 
be as seeds. It is the happiest attempt in recent litera- 
ture to read Christianity in nature. But the reader, 


who wishes to gain im the full, will have to sit as a judge 





upon Professor Drummond’s theory, rather than as @ 
disciple at his feet. The authors enthusiasm over what 
he thinks to be a great discovery may well be pardoned, 
in view of the unusual value of this new contribution to 
the understanding of the relations between the material 
and the spiritual, and to the true theory of the unity of 
nature. 





RECENT BOOKS OF ILLUSTRATION* 


Even books of illustration begin to show traces of the 
scientific method of the age. Till within a few years 
the average cyclopedia of illustrations was nothing more 
than a compilation of facts, authentic and unauthentic, 
loosely arranged in alphabetic form, with no attempt at 
a closer organization. Bertram’s Homiletic Cyclopedia, 
published several years ago, marked a great advance, 
inasmuch as it attempted a topical rearrangement of 
old and new material, following in a thoroughly 
methodical way the outlines of the science of theology. 

A similar plan is carried out, with a much closer 
classification, in Thirty Thousand Thoughts, which is 
edited by three clergymen of the Church of England, 
Canon Spence, the Rev. J.S. Exell, and the Rev. Charles 
Neil. Dean Howson contributes a commendatory pre- 
face. This, judging from the first volume which has 
just appeared, and from the plans announced for the 
succeeding volumes, is the most elaborate cyclopezdia of 
illustrations ever attempted. The plan is thoroughly 
scientific, and the subdivision of topics is so minute that 
it would verge on the burdensome, were it not for the 
fullness and clearness of the’ tables of contents, which 
are given, first, together, in the general list at the begin- 
ning of the volume, and repeated separately in the body 
of the work, each before its particular subdivision. The 
cyclopedia is not denominational im its theology, but 
the illustrations are gathered from the literature of all 
schools of orthodox Christian thought, a larger propor- 
tion than usual being drawn from recent literature. The 
style of the cyclopedia is not anecdotal, but rather 
thought-illustrative, the excerpts in this respect resem- 
bling Bertram’s book, already named, rather than the 
well-known illustrative cyclopedias of Foster. The first 
volume covers Christian Evidences, the Holy Spirit, 
the Beatitudes, the Lord’s Prayer, Man and his Traits of 
Character. Comparative tables of topics, and full and 
satisfactory indexes, alphabetical, textual, and homileti- 
cal, add greatly to the value of the book. 

Quite a different book is the Rev. G. 8. Bowes’s Infor- 
mation and Illustration, which is a new volume on a 
similar plan to the same author’s I}lustrative Gatherings, 
published many years ago, though with some new fea- 
tures which somewhat destroy the unity of the plan. 
The anecdotal part is loosely arranged under topics 
which follow each other alphabetically, but, interspersed 
with these, in their proper alphabetical places, are little 
historical articles on such subjects as Bible Translations, 
Bible Societies, Statistics of Drunkenness, Missionary 
Work, Statistics of Lunaey, and other social and religious 
statistics and epitomes of fact. These constitute the 
new feature of this book, and though they are far from 
complete, and show no organic connection with the rest 
of the work, they will have their value for those who 
know how to use them with caution. Mr. Bowes claims 
that his statistics and his facts have the merit of accu- 
racy, though net of completeness. 

The Rey. Dr. W. W. Everts has made a little volume 
of the Life and Thoughts of John Foster, who, it need 
hardly be said, is not the Foster of illustrative cyclopsedia 
fame. The life is simply a short introduction to the 
body of the book, which is a topical arrangement of more 
than seven hundred choice extracts from the essays and 
sermons of John Foster. Apart from the general topical 
arrangement, which is good, there is little attempt at an 
orderly division of subjects. The work will be useful to 
those seeking for thought-illustrations, though being 
altogether drawn from one mind, it lacks the variety and 
the encyclopzedic character of other books of illustration. 

No illustrations are better appreciated by a religious 
audience than illustrations drawn directly from the Bible 
itself. An attempt to help ministers in making the 
Bible its own illustrator, is made by the Rev. Charles E, 
Little in Biblical Lights and Side-Lights. This consists 
of ten thousand illustrations drawf from the Bible, and 
arranged, with thirty thousand cross references, accord- 





* Thirty Thousand Thoughts: being extracts covering a comprehensive 
circie of religious and allied topics. Edited by the Kev. Canon H. D. M, 
Spence, M.A., the Rev. Juseph 8S. Exell, M.A., and the Kev. Charles Neil, 

A. With ‘introduction by Dean Howson. Vol. I. 4lo, pp. x, 540, 
New York: Funk and Wagnalls. Price, $3.50. 

Information and agi ey ot helps qihwed from facts, figures, aneo 
dotes, bouks, ete. By the Rev. G. 8, Bowes, B.A, lL2mo, pp. 416. New 
York: Robert Carter and Brothers. Price, $1.50. 

Foster's Life and Thoughts, with copious index. , As W. Everta, 
D.D. 8vo, pp. 208. New York: Funk and Wagnalis. rive, $1.00, 

hts and rey] By the Rev. Charlies E. Lisie, o 
pn iv. tah. Hew York: Funk aad Wagnalls. Price, }4.0, 
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ing to a very ingenious combination of the alphabetical 
and topical plans. While this volume has affinities to 
the Bible commonplace-book and the Bible text-book, it 
is a true book of illustrations, and as such it fills a place 
of its own. Of course, in the arrangement of such a 
book, the author must often lift into prominence a par- 
ticular phase of the meaning of a given passage to the 
exclusion of another passage, but he who knows how to 
make allowances for such unavoidable limitations as 
these, will not be disposed to complain of the execution 
of this volume. There is a good textual index,—the 
topical index is supplied by the numerous cross refer- 
ences in the body of the work itself. 





Among the most romantic of the stories connected 
with the last days of the Roman Republic, is the out- 
break of Spartacus and his fellow-gladiators at Capua, 
and the war which followed when the gladiators, secure 
in their retreat at Vesuvius, succeeded in defeating army 
after army, until they were finally overwhelmed by the 
superior might of Rome. Ernst Eckstein, the author of 
Quintus Claudius, has built his historical novel of 
Prusias upon this episode in the history of old Rome; 
and the novel, published in Germany last autumn, is 
already transiated for English and American readers by 
Clara Bell. The story is one of deep and painful inter- 
est, and so is not one to be read for amusement merely. 


-The author takes considerable liberties with history, but 


as these divergencies from fact are generally mentioned 
in the footnotes, they will not seriously mislead the 
reader. The author’s footnotes show careful scholarship, 
and the printing of the book is good except in one 
respect: both the printer and the proof-reader seem to 
labor under a constitutional inability to distinguish 
between the Greek nu and the Greek upsi/on, these letters 
being, nine times out of ten, substituted for each other. 
(16mo, 2 vols., pp. 335, 355. New York: William S. 
Gottsberger. Price, $1.50.) 


The subject of temperance is of such profound impor- 
tance to the well-being of both home and society, that 
good books bearing upon it are always in order, espe- 
cially for young people’s reading. Conrad and the 
House- Wolf, by Joy Allison, who is favorably known as 
a writer for children, is a temperance story of more than 
ordinary merit. Conrad’s character is noble, and his 
successful struggle against the foe of the household will 
interest boys. Abby Eldredge in The Greys, takes up 
the history of a family, showing the peril of social wine- 
drinking. She has written a good book for young mar- 
ried people. In Profit and Loss, Mary Dwinell Chellis 
makes a plain argument against liquor-selling as a busi- 
ness. The narrative is clumsily constructed, and the 
style is ungrammatical, but the author is sincere and in 
earnest. (Conrad and the House-Wolf. 16mo, illus- 
trated, pp. 852. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. Price, $1.25.—The Greys. 16mo, illus- 
trated, pp. 216. Philadelphia: Presbyterian Board of 
Publication. Price, 85 cents.—Profit and Loss. 16mo. 
New York: National Temperance Society.) 


One of the recent text-books which have proved them- 
selves useful is Anderson's Historical Reader, the plan 
of which is to give historical instruction while taking 
the place of an ordinary school reading-book. A volume 
which may serve a similar purpose is Mosaics of Grecian 
History : the historical narrative, with numerous illus- 
trative, poetic and prose selections, by Marcius Willson 
and Robert Pierpont Willson. Its second sub-title is “a 
popular course of reading in Grecian history and litera- 
ture,” and the editors wish to make it fulfill the object 
sought in such a book as Professor Wilkinson’s Prepara- 
tory Greek Course in English. It is too scrappy for 
such use, or for connected reading, being, in truth, a 
“Mosaic” of separate extracts, good, indifferent, and 
sometimes bad, with intervening passages from the 
editors’ pen. But its average is above that of most read- 
ing-books; and, read aloud in high schools and acade- 
mies, it will give some useful ideas concerning the his- 
tory and literature of the Greeks. (12mo, cloth, pp. 


xviii, 554. New York: Harper and Brothers. Price, 
$1.50.) 


Canon Westcott, the eminent textual critic and his- 
torian of the canon of Scripture, is not one of those who 
are biblical critics and nothing else. He is a preacher 
of no mean rank, his sermons being distinguished by the 
simplicity and originality which one naturally expects 
in the work of an efficient scholar, but which one does 
not always find there. Canon Westcott’s latest book, 
The Revelation of the Father, may be considered as a com- 
panion volume to his work on The Revelation of the 





Risen Lord. It consists of brief homilies on the names 
of God in the order of their mention in the Gospel of 
John, these showing, by the Canon’s interpretation, pro- 
gressive stages in the revelation of the Father. The 
book is singularly free from straining, its tone is quiet 
and joyous, and the style and treatment quite unhack- 
neyed. The brevity and simplicity of the addresses 
make them suitable for family reading. (12mo, pp. 188. 
New York: Macmillan & Co. Price, $1.00.) 








WORK AND WORKERS. 


CONVENTION CALENDAR FOR 1884. 


Fourth Triennial International Sunday-school Convention, 
Louisville, Kemtucky.............sccssseesessesseseseees June 11-13 

















New Mexico, territorial, at Santa F6............cscsseseeeneees April 2 
Georgia, state, Columbus............ccceessesesssseseses sesees April 23-25 
Texas, state, at Terrell............s000-sseee April 29, 30 
COLSTAES, SGD, DSW WEF ..00ccrcecocssccqvescococsese cocbeoess voosee May 6-8 
California, state, at Oakland..........0csscssssssses ceases cesses May 6-8 
Missouri, state, at St. Louiis..........0.sssssssessesssenes seveseees May 6-8 
Illinois, state, Springfield.................csecsceseeseeseesesees May 13-15 
West Virginia, state, at Graftom.........ccccssessesseeees May 21, 22 
Connecticut, state, at Waterbury.........ssscsseos ssceseees May 27, 28 
Minnesota, state, Stillwater...........ccccssscessecereeesssseee UME 3H 
Dakota, territorial, Hurom...........s000 cesses sseees sevens seeees June 3-5 
New York, state, Oswego...... .scccceeesereee aa June 3-5 
Tridiana, state, Framk lim .....0...cccccccces sssccseessocces saves June 24-26 
Michigan, state, Lomia .......0.....cccce sesccseee covcccece cesses June 24-26 
EGG, SUUHR, AE FCM GIA ....000ce cocccince osnecacsesscnssvenneey June 24-26 
Indian Territory, “ International,” McAlister Mines, July 9,10 
New Hampshire, state, at Nashua.........ss0eccsseeee November — 





COUNCILS IN PROSPECT. 


—It is announced that the next convention of the 
West Virginia State Sunday-school Assoeiation will be 
held at Grafton, May 21 and 22. 


—St. Louis is the place selected for the forthcoming 
annual convention of the Missouri state Sunday-school 
Association, and the sessions will be held three days, 
May 6-8. 

—Some time in November the next New Hampshire 
State Sunday-school Convention will be held at Nashua 
in that state. The exact date of the meeting is not yet 
fixed upon. 


—Besides the convention of the general state Sunday- 
school Association, whose date and place of meeting 
have been already announced, Texas will have two other 
Sunday-school conventions during July, as follows: 
The Texas Baptist Sunday-school and Colportage Con- 
vention, will be held with the First, Baptist Church at 
Dallas, beginning on the Friday before the second Sunday 
in July. The Sunday-school convention of the Baptist 
General Association of Texas, will meet with the Baptist 
Church at Paris, on the Thursday before the fourth 
Sunday in July. 


SUNDA Y-SCHOOLS. 


—Sometimes, for lack of suitable accommodations, the 
managers of new Sunday-schools in the West have to 
put up with rather queer quarters for the meetings of the 
school. Toa Congregational Sunday-school in the East, 
a missionary of the American Sunday-school Union 
writes thus: “I have organized schools in school-houses, 
stores, farm-houses of one room, and once over a saloon, 
and now I am conducting a school in a wheat elevator, 
in the room of the keeper, who is the superintendent. 
There is neither church nor school-house in the town.” 


—Twelve millions of people, and only twenty Protes- 
tant Sunday-schools. Such is the report that comes 
through the Foreign Sunday-school Association con- 
cerning the state of affairs in Brazil. Miss Anna True 
has a Sunday-school at San Paolo, in which both boys 
and girls are much interested. The scholars, in their 
little church society, out of their poverty have con- 
tributed $40 to send Bibles and leaflets into the interior, 
A converted Italian traveled eight hundred miles on foot 
to distribute these Bibles, and another colporteur took a 
long and perilous trip up the San Francisco River, being 
twice captured and punished in hostile villages, but 
escaping and continuing his work. The Rev. A. De 
Menzes also began, in 1880, a Sunday-school with four 
girls as pupils, and it has grown until he now has under 
his care eight teachers, thirty-four girls, and forty-eight 
boys, who have attended better this year than ever 
before: Their Sunday-school papers are thoroughly 
appreciated, and are read and re-read until they are 
nearly worn out. 


—Nowhere outside of English-speaking countries are 
Sunday-schools very numerous or Sunday-school sta- 


tistica at all complete. Yet in Germany, especially, a 





movement is being made toward the more complete 
systematizing of the work, and completer statistics as to 
what has been already done. Der Sonntagsschulfreund, 
a German Sunday-school paper, has commenced the 
publication of a list of the Sunday-schools in the 
country, and calls for help from those interested in such 
matter to make the list complete. The first install- 
ment published gives the statistics of Sunday-school 
teachers and scholars, so far as the numbers have yet 
been learned, in 107 towns and cities. The aggregate in 
the different places varies from two-teachers and 100 
scholars at Ehdtkuhnen, to 1294 teachers and 23,560 
scholars at Berlin. Two things are noticeable in the 
report: First, the smal! number of scholars enrolled even 
in the larger places of the empire; second, the small 
proportion of teachers to scholars, involving, as it would 
seem, very large classes. Perhaps there is some con- 
nection between the two facts, for nothing is more essen- 
tial to the most success ful Suuday-school work than the 
opportunity for immediate personal influence ef the 
teacher over the scholar. 


—With the rapid development of the West in other 
respects, the Sunday-school movement keeps equal pace. 
Hardly an Eastern state Sunday-school association,—pre- 
paring now to hold its tenth, or twentieth, or thirtieth 
annual session, presents a more systematic or compre- 
hensive programme of convention exercises than that pre- 
pared for the New Mexico Sunday-school Convention, 
to be held in Santa Fe, April 2. Of the topics chosen 
for discussion the following are the most important: (1.) 
the demand, and (2.) the method of conducting, a 
Mexican Christian publication house in the territory,— 
the discussion to be opened by the Rev. Maxwell 
Phillips, of Mora; “ Difficulties in Mexican Sunday- 
school Work,” opened by the Rev. Thomas Harwood, 
of Tiptonville; and, “ Peculiarities of Indian Sunday- 
school Work,” with Dr. Menaul of Laguna as the prin- 
cipal speaker. Time is also assigned to a consideration 
of the best methods of enlarging the Sunday-school 
field among the adult Indians, Mexicans, and Americans 
of the territory. In the evening a general meeting of the 
Sunday-school workers of New Mexico will be held, 
with addresses by various speakers, whose names are not 
given in the programme. The Rev. J. McGaughey, 
Sunday-school secretary of New Mexico, is working hard 
to perfect an organization among the scattered and 
heretofore unorganized Sunday-schools of the territory. 


EVANGELISM. 


—Three vast iron tabernacles, each seating 5,000 peo- 
ple, and made in sections, that they may be moved 
from one quarter to another of the great London mis- 
sion-field, have been used by Mr. Moody and Mr. 
Sankey in their evangelistic work during the past 
winter. Of the wonderful success that continues. to 
attend the labors of the evangelists, the London reli- 
gious papers never tire of speaking. The size of the 
audiences is only limited by the capacity of the build- 
ings in which the services are held. Of late, admission 
has been only by ticket, and even then, every seat would 
be taken, and the doors locked long before the hour 
appointed for opening the meetings. A close observer, 
the Rev. Dr. C. L. Goodell, of St. Louis, who was 
present at many of the services, writes thus, in The Ad- 
vance, concerning the evangelists and their work: “ Mr. 
Moody’s bow abides in strength. I never heard him 
preach with so much breadth and earnestness and pun- 
gency and power. There is a pathos and mellowness 
about it, very sweet to all who love the Lord. Of Mr. 
Sankey also this is true. He sings better than two 
years ago. His singing is an untold help in the service 
of praise and salvation.” And concerning the hearers: 
“There are always present some of London’s leading 
Christians in wealth, and intelligence, and position, to 
lend their influence. The day of doubt and qu. stioning 
as to the worth of the work has passed, and God's people 
seem to have settled down to try to reach all souls 
possible in this great city.” © 








THIS AND THAT. 


———~> 


Whatever tolerance is given to tobacco-using min- 
isters already in the Methodist Church, the fragrance of 
the new preachers in that denomination is to be of a very 
different sort. And this ceriainty of cleanliness with 


godliness, so far, seems to have popular approval, as 
indicated in the hearty applause of the audience and 
delegates at the recent session of the Philadelphia Con- 
ference, when the candidates for the ministry responded 
with “I will,” to Bishop Warren's questien, “ Will you 
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abstain from the use of tobacco in every 
form?” 


It is quite possible for a person to know 
something of the spirit and of the main 
teachings of the Bible, in spite of his 
memorizing large portions of it in child- 
hood, Thus a correspondent of The Con- 
gregationalist says, of the late Dr. 8. 
Wells Williams, the eminent missionary 
and Chinese scholar : 

When a boy in Utica, he received a prize 
for learning [memorizing] the New Testament. 
In these last years, his conversation and Bible 
class teaching showed that his knowledge of 
both Testaments went far ‘beyond the letter. 


BUSINESS DEPARTMENT. 

A correct statement of the circulation of The 
Sunday School Times is given each week. The 
regular edition this week for subscribers is 52,500 
copies. Advertisers are free to examine the sub- 
scription list at any time. The advertising rate 
ts 60 cents per line, with discounts of from 5 
per cent. on two insertions, to 50 per cent. on an 
advertisement running a year. 


BOOK ON TREATMENT OF CHIL- 
dren free. Horlick’s Food Co., Racine, Wis. 


FOR M. C. HAZARD’S HINTS FOR 
TEACHERS, see Teacher's Edition of Pilgrim 
Quarterly. Price, 8 cents. Address Cong’) 
8. 8. and Pub, Soc’y, Boston, Mass. 


HORSFORD’S ACID PHOSPHATE, 
SPECIFIC VIRTUES IN DYSPEPSIA.—Dr. A. 
Jenkins, Great Falls, N. H., says: “I can 
testify to its seemingly almost specific virtues 
in cases of dyspepsia, nervousness and mor- 
bid vigilance or wakefulness.” 


EASTER EGGS, BEAUTIFULLY COL- 
ored with Middleton’s Household Dyes and Ink 
Powders, 5 cents. Six packages, assorted col- 
ors, sent postpaid with terms to agents, on 
receipt of 25 cents in stamps. C. N. Middle- 
ton, 421 Pleasant Avenue, New York City. 




















ENRY A. SUMNER AND COMPANY, 
- = Publishers, Chicago, lll. Send for Catalogue. 
L®4 R Y’S OLD BOOK STORE, Ninth and 
Market Streets, Philadelphia. 
ORDER The Scholars’ Quarterly and The Little 
Folks’ Quarterly of Howard Gannett & Co. 
RESBYTERIAN BOARD OF PUBLICA- 
TION, 1334—-BOOKS—Chestnut Street, 
THE EST SUNDAY-SCHOOL BOOKS. 
A Send for HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO.'S List, 
T. Y. CROWELL & CO... Publishers, 13 | Astor 
_— SN Place, New Yor 
SPURGEON ::' says, “ Cruden's Tensorianas 
enhance, compared with 
YOUNG'S CONCOR Send ereuler 
to publishers. Fuuk & Wagnalls, 10 and 12 Dey at. 


‘SABBATH-SCHOOL LIBRARIANS. 


Avoid loas of books and save time and labor by 7 wing 
Ray’s Check System Library Register, Senc 
for circular, _GaRkIGUES Bros., 608 Arch St., hh St, Phila.,Pa, 


HEOLOGICAL 00K STORE 


i. B. GARNER, Arch Street 
vans: lwSmith, English&Co,. Py Alel int oN 
SEND FOR Reet WE. 





FOR M. C. HAZARD’S _ 
HINTS FOR TEACHERS 


See Teacher's wry Pi & Thun. Soe Quarterly. Price, 8 cts. 
Address Cong’! 8. 5. y. Boston, Mass. 


PELOUBET'S S. 3 ‘QUARTERLIES. 


Second Quarter now ready, Pub. by W. A. 
WILDE & CO.,, 25 Bromfield St., Boston. _ 


THE AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 
Is THE 
CHEAPEST AND MOST RELIABLE 
PUBLISHING HOUSE ror 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARIES, 
PAPERS, PERIODICAIS, 
and all Sunday-school Supplies. 


mens of papers and catalogues sent free on 
aticits. 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phi Nadeiehia. 
0 Bible House, New York. 


The Coming of the Lord. 


16 ADDRESSES, by different authors, properly 
explaining ou our SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON 


THESSALONIANS 4-5. 
Paper, 30 cents; Cloth, 60 cents, 
GOSPEL BOOK and TRACT DEPOSITORY, 


9 HAMILTON PLACE, Boston, Mass. 


An Antidote to the Dime Novel, 


HINTS TO OUR BOYS. 


By A. J. SYMINGTON. 


With an Introduction by LYMAN ABBOTT, 
D.D. 170 pp., square 16mo, cloth. 75 cts. 


A book of wise counsel and helpful suggestions to 
young people, Designed to create and foster a taste 
or high and noble purposes, and to lead them to shun 
jow and vicious companionship. 


T. ¥. CROWELL & CQ., 





Spring Issues 


The Good Times Girls, 


By Miss{. T. Hopkins. A number of girls form a 
club for the purpose of having a good time among 
themselves, but thrown into the society of Miss Bea- 
trice, they soon find a much better way of enjoying 
themselves by helping others who are in trouble an 
need,and so make the club a blessing to themselves. 
12mo. 472 pp. 6cuts, $1.50. 


Seventeen and Twice Seventeen. 


By Mrs, A: F. RAFFENSPERGER. A most helpful 
book for the older girls. Showing the change in the 
heroine from an impulsive girl, impatient of disap- 
pointment or restraint, to an unselfish, useful woman 
schooled to endure bardness, whose motive is love ot 
Christ. 12mo0. 320 pp. 4cuts. $1.25. 


Fellow Students. 


By Hans THarav. An interesting picture of stu- 
dent and home life in Germany, following out wrong 
teachings and right teachings in —— and religion 
to their results. 262pp. 4cuts, $1. 


Hampered. 


8. A. K. DunNING. A family story with the 


odie an ana perplexities of those who are‘ 


‘hampered " 
by poverty. The children can all try to help bear the 
burden, and at last everything is shown to be for the 


best, contentment with 


30d's dealings brings a full and 
lasting release. 12mo. 


198 pp. 3 cuts. 90 cents. 


Mother Michaud. 


By Mrs. ELIZABETH WASHINGTON. The story of 
the McAIl mission work in Paris, giving an inside 
view of the work amon {~ —— classes of that city. 
12mo0. 160 pp. 3 cuts. 


New S. S. Cards. 


No. 54. A series of most charming Floral Cards 
with Palestine views, texts, and verses 
oneach, 6 cards, 644x4% inches, 

No. 5. WORDS OF GRACE. lst Series. 
Charming floral designs, 12 cards 5x35. 
12 texts. 


No.5. WORDS OF GRACE. 24 Series. Dif- 
ferent designs from firstseries. 12 cards. 
12 texts. 

WORDS OF PROMISE. Floral cards 
something entirely new in design. 13 
cards. 12 texts. 

No. 588. WORDS OF PROMISE. 24 Series. 
Same Kind as first series, but different 
= and texts. 12 cards, 5x3%. 


No. 57. 


No. 58. WaTCRWORDS Floral designs with 
sheremewne texts. cards, 3%x2). 


No. 6. WATCHWORDS. 2d Series. Same 
kind of card as No. 59, but all different. 
Acards. 2 texts. 15e 


No, 61. THANKSGIVINGS. ist Series. Ele- 
ant fioral cards with texts. 2% cards, 
x x2s4. 2 texts. 
No, 62. THAN KSGIVINGS. Same 
style as first series, " he 
and texta, cards. 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 


150 Nassau St., N. Y.; 52 Bromfield St., 
’ Boston; 1512 Chestnut St., Philadelphia; 
75 State St., Rochester ; 153 Wabash Av., 
Chicago ; 757 Market St., San Francisco. 


EXCELLENT BOOKS 


YOUNG MEN. 


SE iit or, The True Method of Attain- 
ing Success in Life. By Joseph Johnson, author 
of Living in Earnest,” etc. $1.50 


BARNES? MEN: Pe Life and Work. By Rev. 
K Tweedie, D. $1.50 


rvs MADE SUBLIME BY FAITH AND 
ORKS, , a Robert Steel, D.D., author = 
bs Ad Good,” - - - $1.50 


EXCELLENT BOOKS 
FOR 

YOUNG LADIES. 

NOBLE WOMEN OF oUuR TIME. 
Joblnson, 

bie RARLY. CHOICE. 
. kweedie, D.1 
Fieve: RU BIES; or, Memorials of Christian 


Gentlewomen. By Miss Brightw ell, author 
* annals of Industry and pir vregecl etc. $1.50 








By Jones 


o book for daughters, 





DOING GOOD; or, The Christian in Walks of Use- 
fulness, By Rev. Robert Steel, D.D. $1.50 


FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT; or, The Suc- 
cessful Influence of Well-doing. = - $1.50 


BY UPHILL PATHS; or, Walhag ona Winning. 
story of work to done by E. Van Som- 
fH : : - - - $1.25 


THE WARS OF THE CROSS; or, ‘The ba od 
of the Crusades. 38 illustrations, 


For sale at principal bookstores, or sent, Bains 
on receipt of price, by 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 


42 Bleecker Street, New York. | 


PER VOL UME will be aid for Mog Megone, 

1836; The Dial, 4 vols, 1842; Peter Parley’s Uni- 

versal History, 2 vols., oa’ ; Moll Pitcher, 1832, 

and very liberal prices for first editions 0 

Emerson, Whittier, Poe, Hawthorne, and other 

authors; also tor followin magazines: Southern 
Literary Messenger, 1835-6-7; New York Quarterly 
Review, 1837; Graham's Magazine, 1840-1-2; Broadwa 
Magavine, 184. For list, addreas C, B. FOOT 
P. 0. Box 3766, New York. 


THE BAPTIST 


SUPERINTENDENT 


Has won golden opinions from all sides. Its success 
has been phenomenal, Sunday .W- 5 Superinten- 
dents of ail denominations ey ae. The 
April issue now shed quarterly, 

cents a year, Send for a sample copy. 
AMERICAN BapristT PUBLICATION SOCIETY, Phin 
delphia, New York, Boston » Chicago, or St. Louis. 














13 Astor Place, New York, 
w@ For sale by all Booksellers, 


Ceorge Rawlinson. 


Historical Evidenees of the Truth ef the 
Scriptures, by the author of “Seven Great | 
Monarchies of the Ancient Eastern World.” 
New and beautiful edition, large 12mo, fine 
cloth, large type, reduced in price from $1.75 
to 50 cents, 


Ceikie’s ““F Christ. 


New and cheaper Fey much the hand- 
somest ever published at a low price—extra 
cloth, only 50 cents. 


“ A great and noble work, rich in information, elo- 
quent and scholarly in style, earnestly devout in ‘feel- 
ing.” —Literary World, 

“ A work of gigantic ind 
point, it breathes the spirit o true faith in Christ. 
rejoice at such & magni nt creation, and wonder at 
the extent of reading it shows.” —Dr. Dutrrsscu. 


ALDEN’S MANIFOLD 


CYCLOPEDIA. 


Over 300,000 subjects and 5,000 illus- 
trations, numerous maps, 20 volumes, large 
octavo, $25 ; cheaper edition, $15. Speci- 
men pages free. 


“ You deserve the gratitude of the eation for your 
brave and philanthropic work.”’—D. 8. Greeory, 
President Lake Forest University, Lake Forest, ri. 

“ Every one who has seen the set of Irving that you 
sent me, says that it is the woe a ever saw.” — 
J. H. CoLBORNE, Goderich, Ontar'! 


“ Your enterprise deserves to oe ‘called one of the 
pest events of history—deserves to rank with the 
nvention of printing, cea ofts as it does, | the very best 
use of the art for the e masses. ’—O,. STEINI- 
GER, Bryant, Iowa, 
“ The books came to hand all 
pleased, and other jes equally—my students, 
among whom | have distributed them.”—PrRor. Jaw Es 
NICHOLSON, Roopsville, Ga. 
* Enclosed find check for 
satistied with the books.””—. 
Conn, 
“This makes forty volumes, of ear eye I 
have. I am heartily pleased. is abou 
more to the dollar than ony Soda I ever peed +) og 
fore.”’—B. F. ALBIN, Henrietta, Texas. 
“Lam delighted with the books. In neatness, clear- 
ness of ABC, a and cheapness of pace, oe Xa unsur- 
passed.’ SPENCER, Madisonville, 
“The books, are received; entirely mttohietec 
The only wonee “J how you can give so much br 80 
— Lag McCLEaRY, State Normal School, 
ankato, 


, and, what is the aif 


ht. I am highly 


.90. We are ve 
. B. CLaRK, New 


much 
aven, 


ny 


500,000 Volumes 

Choice Books—descriptive catalogue free. Books for 
we ga — ppayencet on ——. ay faith. 
NOT sold by deal too | 

20 per cent. extra, “for for unailing, 

JOHN B. ALDEN, Publisher, 


P. O. Box 1227. 18 Vesey St., New York. 


NEW 
AND BEAUTIFUL 
REWARD CARDS. 


THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP. 


Tweive floral cards, each 3 by 44 inches, with texts 
from Scripture. Single package, by mail, 25 cents; 
five packages, by mail, $1.00, 


GOD IS LOVE. 


Twelve floral cards, each 5 by 334 Inches, with com- 
forting words from Scripture. Single package, by 
mail, 25 cents; five packages, by mail, $1.00. 


EMMANUEL, GOD WITH US. 


Six pictorial cards, each 64 by 4% inches. Scenes 
from the nativity, with suitable texts from Scrip- 
ture on back. Single package, by mail, 30 cents; 
five packages, by mail, $1.20. 


The American 


Sunday-school Union, 
1122 Chestnut Street, Phila. 
10 Bible House, New York. 


IMPORTANT BOOKS, 


The Public Ministry and Pastoral Work 
of Our Lord, by W. G. Blaikie, D.D. 
12mo. - - - $1.50 

Information and Illustration for Preachers 
and Teachers, G. S. Bowes. . 1.50 

The Period of the Reformation, 1517 to 1648, 
by Ludwig Hausser. 12mo. - 2.50 

Spurgeon’s Sermons, (0 Vols., —- 10.00 

The Works of Thomas Guthrie, D.D., 














Vols., . . 10.00 
Henry’s Commentary, 5 Vols., - 15.00 
The Present Truth. Spurgeon. - 1.00 
John Ploughman’s Pictures - - .75 

” Talks and Pictures, 1.00 





ROBERT CARTER & BROS., 


530 Broadway, - New York. 





inged Easter Cards fom5o"*°r 


Frin 
8.8. D & CO., 2106 Orkney St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Cueap Music 


Popular music in vory attractive 
form at low prices. 
The following, price 50 cents each, 


Naval Songs.—Standard Songs, for 
Men’s Voices.—Comic Songs, 2 volumes 
each.—Moore’s Irish Melodies.—Songs of 
Scotland.—Celebrated English Songs.— 
Old Songs of Ireland, 2 volumes each.— 
Scotch Songs (English words).—House- 
hold Songs, 2. volumes each.—Favorite 
German Songs.—Popular  Ballads.— 
Cavendish Vocal Duets.— Cavendish 
Songs of the Day.—Cavendish Sacred 
Songs.— Cavendish Scotch Ballads. — 
Cavendish Irish Ballads. — Cavendish 
English Ballads.—Cavendish Duets, for 
Male Voices.—Liberty Bell Patriotic 
Songs.—And One Thousand other Collec- 
tions, embracing music of every descrip- 
tion. Best and cheapest collections in 
the world. Catalogue free. 


WILLIAM A. POND & CO., 
25 Union 25 Union Square, - New York. 


FOR EASTER 


Early in the Morning... od ‘saancgai 


impressive Service, with iaimrotetane Sc riptore 
selections. New § oe written expressly for this 
collection by Rev. R. WRY. 16 pages. 


Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by Mail. 


Biglow & Main’s 
Easter Annual, No. 8. 


A fine collection of Carols by favorite aut EM 8 pages. 
Price, $4.00 per 100; 5 cents by Mail. 


A full Catalogue of Faster Carols, Services, and 
Anthems sent on request. 


BIGLOW & MAIN, 
76 East Ninth Street, | 81 RandolphStreet, 
NEW YORK. CHICAGO, 


SEND FOR CHURCH & CO.’S 


EASTER MUSIC 


Carols, Services, Solos, ete. 
John Church & Co., 5 Union Sa7x. ¥: 


“GOSPEL LIGHT” 


FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


New edition now goose! Thousands sold before com- 
yy from press. ménse success recommends it. 

Address me MA ‘PITT, Baltimore, Md, (35 cts. 
in stamps) for sample copy. 


FOR EASTER CARDS | 


SUBSTITUTE THESE BEAUTIFUL 


Books with Card Covers and Fringe 


PILGRIMS OF THE NIGHT. 


A fine edition of Faser’s beautiful hymn, “ Hark! 
rk! my soul! angelic songs are swelling,” with 
wood-cut illustrations in the highest style of art. 
Small quarto, cloth, full gilt, $1.50; in iliuminated 
covers, silk fringe and tassels, $1.75. 
“ A charming combination of the book and the card 
with fringed es and illuminated cover.” — Christian 
Advocate. 


KEBLE’S EVENING HYMN, 


With original illustrations, drawn and engraved under 
the supervision of GEoreE T. ANDREW. Small 4to, 
cloth, | gilt, $1. ) ‘.. illuminated covers, silk 
fringe an d tassels, $1.7 


WORDS OF LOVE AND CHEER. 


Scripture Selections and Hymns for each day for a 
month, with beautiful card covers, 50 cts.; with silk 
fringe and tassels, $1.00. 


THOUGHTS FOR COMPANIONS. 
Selected from Ancient and Modern Authors. 32 pages, 


printed in red and black, vy in colors, 
with silk fringe and tassels, $1.00. 




















*,* Sent by mail, postage paid, on receipt of price, 


KE. P. DUTTON & CO., 


PUBLISHERS, 
39 West 23d Street, New York. 


PRANG’S EASTER CARDS 
EASTER CAROL CaRDs. 


Fer Sale by all Dealers. 


NEW EASTER SERVICE 











*,* Any of the above sent by mall, postage prepaid, 
on receipt of the price, 
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KADESH-BARNEA: 


Its Importance and Probable Site, with a Story 
of a Hunt for it, including Studies of the 
Route of the Exodus and the Southern | 
Boundary of the Holy Land. 

By H.Ciay TrumBvtt, D.D., Editor of The | 
Sunday School Times. 1 vol., 8vo, with | 
two maps and four full-page illustrations. 
Price, $5.00. 


NOTICES OF THE PRESS. 


From The Academy (of London). 


“This isatruly noteworthy book, and will at once 
command the attention of all biblical scholars. Dr. 
Trumbull, who nepeey succeeded at some risk in find- 
ing not only the ’Ain Gadis of Rowlands and Palmer 
but the still more abundant rushing water-head of 
’Ain el-Qadairat, has given his personal explorations 
the setting ofa scholarly and beautiful volume lucidly 
arranged aud firmly written, with phototypes of rare 
excellence, good maps, and the special advantage of 
well-developed index-apparatus. He has truly esti- 
mated the historical and bee dy rege value of 
Kadesh-barnea, and well vindicated the older view of 
the route of the Israelites.” 


From The Andover Review. 


“This work is a positive and permanent contribu- 
tion tosacred geography. It is at once popular and 
scholarly in its tone. To one class of readers the 
breezy vacation air of travel will appeal. Another 
class, * fit though few,’ will delight in the exact cita- 
tions and copious indexes, Both will be charmed with 
the tasteful binding, the broad margin, the clear typog- 
raphy of the book, and with a map of the Negeb and 
its surronndings that goes far to atone for many sins 
of Sunday-school editors in the same field. With well- 
known modesty, the anthor deprecates the size of the 
volume, The ae will hardly agree with him here. 
For each of the 478 pages is a link in a strong and 
beautiful chain, not one of which can be severed with- 
out harm. ... The spirit of Dr. Trumbull’s book is 
worthy of its matter. ... He has the candor of the 
soldier, the charity of the editor, the faith of the 
teacher, for disentangling the route of the Exodus, 
His monograph is a model for American students, and 
a light on Bible lands.” 


From The Jewish Messenger. 


“Dr, Trumbull, who is a profound student of the 
Bible and a keen observer, was well equipped for this 
valuable book. ... Selecting for examination a pivotal 
point considered from its historical and from its 
geographical connections, he has bestowed uncommon 
pains upon the preparation of an elaborate and thor- 
ough work, especially rich in material for the future 
writer on Bible Lands. ... It is simply just to the 
author to treat his work on the plane of the most 
valued contributions to the exploration of the Holy 
Land. His original researches, his persistent hunt for 
the lost site, the clearness of perception, and the firm- 
ness, with which he presents his views, entitle his con- 
—— to great respect,‘and his work to a hearty 
welcome.” 


From The Churchman, 


“Dr. Trumbull has produced a learned andscholarl 
work, which is amply fortified by notes and ‘authori- 
ties, conveniently arranged at the bottom of his es, 
and showing a careful and quite exhaustive acquaint- 
ance with the rich literature more or less connected 
with his themes. . . . This is, therefore, a thoroughly 
well-studied and equipped work, pable of fulfillin; 
an important office in the library of the student o 
biblical antiquities, while at the same time it is a work 
that will be enjoyed richly by the general reader, who 
will find the story one of popular interest.” 


President Bartlett, in The Independent. 


“He has guard upa large amount of information, 
inclusive of the various views; and his book is a very 
valuable thesaurus of references, opinions, facts, and 
arguments bearing on this question. His rsonal 
visit to the three fountains removes the confusion that 
hung over the Sma aaen of names, and apparently adds 
what was wanting to a full confidence in the general 
identification of locality. ... We desire to express 
ag, mene and gratitude for the good service which 

r. Trumbull has rendered. It rivets another link in 
the chain of Israel’s journeyings.” 


From The Nation. 


“It is not difficult to agree with him that that famous 
locality, the pivotal point of the Jewish wanderi 
through the wilderness, as related in the Pentateuch, 
is not too small a subject for a large book, considering 
that its location has been for centuries, and to this day 
continues to be, a matter of almost passionately ear- 
nest discussion among eminentscholars. . . . It would 
take more space than we have to tell, after our author, 


by what use of wit and Yankee shrewdness, with what 
help from a noted dragoman, and in spite of what 
dangers, he, in the ning of the spring of 1381, ‘ on 

casual tour, was e& led to overcome all these obsta- 
cles, and find his way to asight shielded so jealousiy, 
and lied about so vigorously and variously, by suc- 
cessive generations of the typical Ishmaelites who 
surrounded it.’ For the particulars we must refer the 
Pender to the part of the book which treats of the 
* Hunt.’” 


The Rev. Dr. George Dana Boardman, in Tv .V ‘ion 
Baptist. 
“Tt is the work ofa Christian scholar, whose native 
ifts, special training, personal temperament, and 
lappy concurrence of ‘environments,’ fitted him to 
make one of the most important discoveries ever 
achieved in the realm of sacred geography... . Sur- 


veying this notable book as a whole, we must say of it | 


that it is important in contents, exhaustive in treat- 
ment, fair in statement, vigorous in argument, rich in 
erudition, conscientious in verifications, transparent 
in style, and reverent in spirit. 
that the author is an American.” 


| From Zion's Herald. 


“The volume Makes a valuable addition to both 
the illustrative and apologetic literature of the Old 
Testament. It will be well appreciated by biblical 
scholars, and is presented in such a form as to be 
equally readily apprehended and enjoyed by average 
students of the Bible.” 


Charles Dudley Warner, in The Hartford Courant. 


“It can besaid without any ex ration that his 
identification of the site of Kadesh-harnea, in the des- 
ert of the Exodus, isthe most brilliant and the most 
important performance in biblical gcography of these 
days, and the prompt recognition of it by English and 
German scholars is gratifying to American pride. It 
may be further added that the work that records it, 
entitled Kadesh-barnea, by the discoverer, is among 
the ablest, most original, most masterly studies of the 
Orient that has been contributed to the old world by 
the new; indeed, asa piece of exhaustive research and 
demonstration directed to a single point, it is un- 
equaled. The author modestly explains that he owes 
his success where s0 many other explorers have failed 
to a series of fortunes, but it is easy for the reader 
to see that the good fortune would have been un- 
availing if it notbeen taken advantage of by un- 
common energy, pluck, and knowledge. .. . Indepen- 
dent ofits record ofthediscovery, itis a work ofuncom- 
mon care, research and scholarship, fortified at every 
point with abundant citations of authorities. It goes 
over the whole ground in dispute in the most thorough 
manner, states fire result of all previous research on 
the subject, narrates the story of the hunt for the lost 
site in the most graphic manner, and closes with a 
careful study of the route of the Exodus, It is not too 
much to say that it revolutionizes the generally ac- 
cepted Sore on this subject, and that it isa volume 
absolutely {indispensable to an intelligent teaching of 
this portion of sacred history. Notwithstanding the 
scholarship involved, and the necessary detail ofinves- 
tigation, the reader will find the work fascinating in 
its sustained interest.” 


From The Lutheran Observer. 


‘“* We think Dr. Trumibull has succeeded in identify- 
ing the true site of this renowned place; and this 
much can be said, that if he has not cleared up all 


doubt and uncertainty in regard to the location of | 
Kadesh-barnea, he has accomplished more toward it | 


than any writers that have preceded him.” 


The Rev. Dr. T. W. Chambers, in The New York 
Evangelist. 


“This beautiful volume is the most important 


American contribution to biblical geography since | 


the days of the lamented Dr. Edward Robinson. ,. . 
If...the scattered, fragmentary, and imperfect 


We are proud to add, | 


impressions of his own correctness. ... We think 
that most biblical scholars will agree at once tha: Dr. 
| Trumbull has settled the matter at issue forever, and 
| their entire unanimity will follow in due time. . .. 
His volume ts sure of a large sale, and, to our think- 


| ing, it does the most towards settling many important | 


points, hitherto uncertain, of any book published 
about then: within recent years.” 


From The Journal of Commerce. 


“ The book itself is a magnificent specimen of book- 
making, and does honor to the publishers. . . . The 
work ... is a marvel of laborious scholarship, ex- 
| hvusting the hi tory of what the scholars of all ages 

since Jerome have written on the subject of this loca- 

tion, Itis acomplete bibliographical review. Ancient 
| medieval, and modern geographers, travelers, and 
map-makers have been examined and cited. We 
know of no work so valuable, we may say, so indis- 
pensabile, as this to the biblical student, considered 
only as a book of reference for topographical authori- 
| tes onthe Holy Land... . The book willbe read by 

ebrews and Christians with equal interest and grati- 
fication, while it is essential to clergymen and teach- 
ers, and all to whom biblical geography is of impor- 
tance.” 


From The Watchman. 


“Aspecial study on the Route of the Exodus is 
appended, in which a strong light is thrown upon a 
subject that seems to have been darkened by words 
without knowledge. Dr. Trumbull has placed students 
of the_Bible under great pre eager by his patient 
assidufly and candor in dealin 
sources of evidence, and the skill with which their 
combined force is made to bear on his conclusion.” 


From the Herald and Presbyter. 


“We can... understand why one so completely 
absorbed in Scripture studies as is Dr. Trumbull should 


feel an interest in giving the results of his investiga- 
tions to the world. He seems to have compassed the 
whole ground under review; 1aving gone over 


| tion.” 


From The Michigan Christian Advocate. 

* Asa book it isa great success. But has Dr. Trum- 
bull cleared up the difficulties in regard to the location 
of Kadesh-barnea? We think he has; or, at least, he 
has so cleared away the false theories, that one can 
hardly escape the conclusions he has reached. If he 
is correct, and has really discovered the long-lost site, 


other important landmarks, may be determined.” 


From the Southwestern Presbyterian. 


“The location of the site of Kadesh is made the 
point of departure for a reconsideration of the Exo- 
dus, in the view of modern discovery. A new light 
is thrown upon it. Most of the mooted questions are 
discussed with marked ability and luminous clear- 


is a charming book, and deserves to take high rank as 
an authority.” 


From The Christian Union. 


“The volume is of exceeding interest and value to 
every scholarly Bible student, and we warmly con- 
gratulate the editor of ‘ The Sunday School Times’ in 
being able to add this achievement to his many con- 
tributions to an understanding of the words and places 
of Scripture teaching.” 





| The Rey. Dr. C. E. Mitchell in The Present Age. 


‘* It is an exhaustive and thorough discussion of the 
whole history of the inquiry into the site of that 
| famous resting-place of the children of Israel in their 
| desert wanderings, with incidental notices of the 


eographical notices, ran from Genesis to 1 Sam- | recent speculations and discoveries respecting the 
¢ : sifted. 1 Exodus, .. 


uel, can be carefully nterpreted, united, and 
applied, so asto make a consistent and symmetrical 
whole, and if this is done, not by conjecture nor asser- 
tion, but by seeking the aid of philology, and also that 
of heathen monuments graven on imperishable stone, 
scientifically studied, then there is a great, real, and 

itive gain to apologetics. ... We regard Dr. Trum- 


ull’s book as a signal instance of the collateral aid to | 


apologetics thus secured, just because it helps to nrake 
the biblical statements so much better understood.” 


From The Examiner. 


“The thoroughness with which Dr. Trumbull has 
done his work, both as ascholar and as an explorer, 
is creditable in the highest degree to American schol- 
arship. ... Wedo not pretend that on a question of 
this kind, over which the experts are at strife, our 
opinion is worth anything; but to us it seems as if 
Dr. Trumbull had fairly made out his case, and we 
shall be surprisedif his book is not accepted as asettle- 
ment of this vexed question.” 


From The Congregationalist. 

“ His narrative is most fascinating, both as a history 
and as acritical study. Dr. Trumbull may make ex- 
tremeclaims occasionally, but it is hard to point them 
out. Carefully examining existi 
point, endeavoring to state all clearly and candidly, 
and to draw only inevitable conclusions, he runs 


theories upon each | 


whole route of the Altogether, it con- 
| stitutes one of the most valuable monographs ever 
| produced by an American writer, and well deserves 


| the elegant exterior in which it has been brought out 


by the Scribners.” 


| From The New York Observer. 


“ The identification of this place, though a matter of 
great interest and importance in the eyesof biblical 
students, had never been settled. Dr. Trumbull in his 
journey through the desert came upon some fresh in- 
| dications of the site, which led to a thorough investi- 
| gation of the subject and to the preparation of this 
| volume, which will be accepted as a very valuable 
contribution to biblical geography and literature.” 
| 
| 
| 





From The Springfield Republican. 

“Tn the personal narrative, there isa spice of adven- 
ture and a triumph of success in pushing his wav 
through Arab wiles and the difficulties of travel in the 
desert among mutually hostile tribes, which illustrate 
the characteristic fitness of Dr. Trumbull for such 

| adventure, and for which his campaigning in the 
| American civil war gave him special preparation.” 


| From The Christian Intelligencer. 


| “Tt discusses the whole subject, cites and explains 
| all the scriptural references to it, and weighs the 
| claims of all the various places which have at any 


squarely athwart some of the hitherto most generally | time been put forward as representing the andient 
accepted courses of reasoning. but makes powerful | Kadesh. In this respect the volume is marvelously 


with the various | 
sympathize with other scholars on this subject, and | 


33 é. tt 
many and learned authorities in this field of investiga- | 


than the exact route of the Exodus, the main outline | 
of the wanderings of the children of Israel, and many 


ness. So fur as the present state of geographical | 
knowledge admits, it is satisfactory and complete. It | 


full and accurate, .. . The reader has the satisfaction 
of feeling that all the data have been ‘ht 
| him, so that he can form an intelligent conclusion.” 


| From The Presbyterian. 


“ The history of the old city and the interlinkings o 
this history with the valiant deeds of Abraham and 
| the wanderings of his descendants in the wilderness, 

give a singular attraction to the efforts to determine 
ts site, and the ‘study’ of Dr. Trumbull is very satis- 
| factory and captivating.” 


| From The California Christian Advocate. 


“The importance of the place can hardly be over- 
estimated as a great lindmark in biblical geography. 
Dr. Trumbull gives facts, and therefore the work Is 
everywhere interesting; one is not obliged to read 

long theories, but can go along the journey himself in 
spirit, and see the way God’s people were led to 

adesh-barnea.”’ 


From The Continent. 


“ The narrative of the journey through the desert is 
full ofinteresttoth general reader, introducing as it 
does many keen observations of the Bed/ween.. . 
and of the always fascinating desert life... . The 
numerous reference notes suggest an amount of re- 
| search which does high credit to the author’s reputa- 
tion as a painstaking and enthusiastic student of 
sacred history.” 


| From The Episcopal Register. 


“To be thoroughly wide awake and yet well in- 
formed in the driest of geographical details is not 
often the lot of the writer about Bible lands. Ali this, 
and, in addition, the faculty of a brilliant writer, ma 
be credited to the present author. ... Dr. Trumbull 
has done the work of a thorough investigator in all 
the literary bearings of his subject, and exhibits a 

faith at once steadfast and enterprising in pe mew 
false conclusions without disturbing the faith ofothers, 
| or impugning the credibility of Scripture records. 





In 
saying so much about the solid merits of this book, we 
must not convey the idea that itis one of the heavy 
productions which the reader who wants to be inter- 
| ested had better shun. On te contrary. we advise 
the people who wanta book as readable as itis precise, 
to get this as soo: as possible, and put it on their 
shelyes as one of the choicest contributions to Hebrew 
history as well as one of the most charmingly natural 
records of travel to be found in our language.” 


From The Presbyterian Journal, 


“Scholars wi/l value this book, others ought to do 
so. ... The verification of the accuracy of the Penta- 


| teuch in regard to localities is one of the most con- 
vincing arguments against the criticism that refersits 
composition to a period when many of the localities 
named in it already began to be lost to human kKnowl- 
edge, Dr. Trumbull’s volume will prove one ofthe most 
valuable contributions of the kind, though that does 
not seem to have been a part of his aim in writing.” 


| From the Central Christian Advocate. 


| “This isa notable illustration of the fascination of 
historical and geographical studies, and of the labor 
and research which men of the first ability are willing 
to devote to the understanding of important portions 
of history. ... Dr. Trumbull’s narrative of the cir- 
cumstances which drew him into personal investi- 
ation, and enabled him to discover this long-lost site, 

| is so clear and graphic that it is impossible not to 
become interested, or we may say fascinated with it.” 


The Rey. Dr. D. W. Poor, in The Westminster Teacher. 


“ Dr. H. C. Trumbull has fairly earned for himself a 
name among > He has rediscov- 
ered the long-lost Kadesh-barnea, and, what is more 
demonstrated the correctness of his discovery beyon 
reasonable question. . . . ‘The Story of a Hunt for It’ 
is a delicious bit of narrative, fully equal to, if not sur- 

assing, anything. we have read in the volumes of 
Atobinson or Palmer or Stanley or Bartlett. It is an 
account of dangers boldly faced, dy gehen yew ry skil- 
fully seized, of men cleverly managed, and of a prize 
at last fairly won and borne off in triumph. ... The 
reader oxults with the finder. . . . The book is a great 
work. There is a good deal in it, It will mark an 
epoch in biblical geography.” 


From the Sunday-school Journal. 


“ No other book, attempting to settle long-disputed 
points of Bible geograp y, of equal importance or 
merit, has appeersé ralongtime. It bas been very 
difficult to settle the place where Israel encamped so 
many years in their desert ae To locate 
| with certainly Kadesh-barnea is to settle many dis- 
ute ints; and to so locate it as to preserve the 
integrity of the Scripture records has been the diffi- 
culty. r. Trumbull has certainly fixed the place 
beyond all reasonable doubt. .. . e book is written 
| in’‘a most charming style, and is another grand proof 
of the accuracy of the Bible record, to the dismay of 
the infidel and to the joy of the Christian believer.” 





| 
| 


Kadesh-barnea, published by Charles Scrib- 
| ner’s Sons, will be sent, prepaid, to any address 
upon receipt of its price ($5.00). 
Address JOHN D. WATTLES, 

725 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa, 
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TEACHERS’ BIBLE 


“We have no hesitation in bem bey Beg all thin 


considered, the OXFORD TEACHERS’ BIBLES are better 
for the Sunday-school teacher than any other with 
which we are familiar.”—The Sunday Sc Times. 
“All things considered, we prefer the Ox¥rorp 
TEACHERS’ BIBLES to the London; and it is between 
these two that the choice is commonly to be made.”— 
The Sunday School Times, September 25, 1880. 
“Tt isonly fair to state that, in the light oflater exami 
nation, we have seen no reason te change our ex 
pressed opinion that the OxFoRD TEACHERS’ BIBLE 
is the most serviceable for the use of the ordinary 
Sunday-school teacher.”—The Sunday School Times, 
February 2A, 1883. 


Full particulars and catalogues on application. 


ONE CENT! 


Ata cost of one cent for a postal card you 
can send and get our complete catalogue of 
works explanatory of the 

SUNDAY-SCHOOL LESSON 
of March 16, on 
THESSALONIANS 4-5. 


These books have been very carefully selected 
from among English publications and reprinted 
at prices simply to cover the cost of manutac- 
ture and handling. 


GOSPEL BOOK and TRACT DEPOSITORY, 


9 Hamilton Place, Boston, Mass. 





READY-MADE BOOK COVERS, 


for SUNDAY-SCHOOL LIBRARY Books, sold 
by booksellers for two dollars per hundred, are 
made of strong manila paper, self-sealing like 
an envelope, and will fit all the usual sizes of 
library books. They serve to put an old book 
into a new suit of clothes at small cost. 


BEST BOOKS. 


Send for our new catalogue of Sunda: 
books and supplies, Pmces lower thax ng , 


How to Collect ect iscer'yar: Snes 
CARDS 1, Sunoey-scrgots. | seau- 


tiful designs with Scripture text. 
No charge for postage. Send for a list. Address 
GOODENOUGH & WOGLOM, 
122 Nassau Street, New York. 


LOWEST PRICES. 
DUPLEX STUDY LAMP: 


Burns 
18 hours 
without 
filling. 
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FARM ANNUALFORI884 


The largest, BEST and most complete Catalogue 
of the kind published. It contains 120 pages, 
hundreds of beautiful illustrations, and 3 
superb colored plates. It tells all about the 

Garden, Farm, and Flower SEEDS 
B ES Tincuaine important novelties of 
rare merit, Summer Flowering Bulbs, Plants, Small 
Fruits, Thoroughbred Live Stock and Fancy Poul- 
try. Send your address atonce,naming this paper,to 


W. ATLEE BURPEE & CO. 


SEEDSMEN, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
=) No Waste. 

| 

i] 


SDURKEE'S 





A 

SALAD 
ASSURED. 

| Rich, 
Wholesome, 


9 -O-9-3-6-6-5-S-! 


and the most 


: + 





No Trouble. 
Always Ready. 
GooD 


Natritious. 
The most delicious 


‘ 





pop- 
ular Mayonaise 


=A f cm 
cs & 


Puts tata tatn tata tata tv tutos A 








request, 


=. ing or study h oe 
Every Sunday-school should know about equal. ros sale y R me ott Sings & 
THOMAS NELSON & SONS them, and would find them useful. P. F. Van mat Tre eae ; A, TOMA TOES,CAB- 
* | EVEREN, 116 Nassau Street, New York, will If you do not find tt | cuts. “aor 
42 Bleecker St., New York. send samples to any one making a postal card : on sale in wut sees, by pe iB) RE S f N @ etc.,eversqld. 


: ting $6.50 to 
ers, 2 Lamp complete will be shipped you by 
ress or otherwise, 


exp as direc hi rera © 
EOWARD*MILLER & CO. "usimescos’> 
- |GREAT 


rT 2 | the only house in Phila- 
T. B. Hagstoz & Co., delphia making a specialty 
of DIAMONDS and precious stones. 


E. R. Durkee & Co., 
NEW YORK. 


BUCKEYE BELL FOUNDRY. 


Be} ‘s of Pure Copper and Tin for Churches 
scnocls, Fire Alarms,Farms, etc, FULLY 
WARKANTED. Catalogue sent 


VANDUZEN & TIFT. Cincinasti. O. 


In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 





EMBROIDERY. or1,Bock Mansel 

e of Needlework,”— 
100 Fages, isa comnts ide to all kinds of EMBROIDERY. 
Gives diagrams and full Instruction in KENSINGTON, ARA- 
SENE@ d all the new embroidery stitches. also zives direc- 
tions for Crocheting and Kaitting with cotton twine, several 
handsome patterns of window and mantle Lambrequins. 
also to erochet and knit fifty other useful and ornamental 
articles.» Teaches how to make Modern Point, Honiton 


and Macrame Lace; also Ru , &c., &e. 
fusely Illustrated. Price 35 cents post-paid ; Four for Ome 


Dollar. Stamping Outfit of 2@ full si ated Em- 
broide: ‘Patterns, with powder. pad, & : 60 com 
















TRIAL OFFER. For 32 le. U. 8. 
postage stamps I will send 13 papers 
CHOICEST SEEDs, growth of ’83, 50 to 500 seeds 
in each, worth $1.'20 at regular prices: New Diamond 
Pansies, 40 vars., mixed; Doub/se Aster,12 cols.; Verbe- 
nea, 100 sorts: Velwet Flower, 8 cols.; New Nicotiana ; 
| Chrysanthemum, 8 vars.: Jlibiscus; New Emperor Pe- 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. 


[Vol. XXVI,, No, 13. 











PUBLISHER'S DEPARTMENT. 
‘TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION. 


" THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES. Published weekly 

at the following rates, b= adhe include o pomage. 
From | to 4 copies, one year... eanien 
5 tO 9 COPICS.......cccrseeee ~ 1.50 
10 to 19 copies... - 
20 copies or over.. oe Seo 

Three or six months at tlie same proportionate rate. 
To the person forming a club of elther grade, at these 
regular rates, one additional copy free. 

The papers for a club will be sent either to the indl- 
vidual addresses of the members, or in a package to 
ye address, according to the preference of subscrib- 
ers. sua) yapers for a club should all go to one 
vilice, though in cases where a portion of the 
teachers ~ ® school get their mail matter from one 
eee. and others in the same school get theirs 

om another, the papers will be sent according cote 
Different schools are not to unite in the forming of a 
club, but each school should have its own clu 
whatever price the number of copies taken entitles fe 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time 
with the club as Originally ordered, each subscriber 
paying pro rata for the time that he is to receive the 


paper. 

The papers for a club, whether going in a mage se 
one address, or sent separatel to the members of the 
club, will be discontinued at the expiration of the sub- 
scription. 

The yellow label on cach paper sent to single (not club) 
subscribers shows up to what date the pore. has been 
paid for, If the publisher does not by t “4 Geer 
a request from the subscriber that the pops Se tacon- 
tinued, he will continue to send it. ne pa x. will, 
however, be stopped at any time thereafter, f the sub- 
scriber so desires, and remits the amount due for the 
time that he has received tt, The papers for a club will 
be stopped at once on the expiration of the club subscrip- 
tion, unless a renewal for the same ts received, 

Subscriptions will be received for any portion of a 
year at yearly rates. 


Subserlbers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name not only the post- 
office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to 
which it has been sent. All addresses should include 
both county and state, 

Ifa club subscription is renewed by some other a 
son than the one who sent the previous subscriptio 
such person will oblige the publisher by stating tho! 
the club he subscribes for takes the pl cwortyd the one 
formed last Year DY ........6.ccccececseessccesese snseees 


FOR THE SMALLER SCHOOLS,.—By a ‘new plan, 
the smaller schools, which, on account of having but 
few teachers, cannot form large clubs, have the bene- 
fit of the very lowest rate. It provides that when 
the entire force of teachers in any school is less than 
twenty, the club rate to such school shall be $1.00 per 
copy, on condition that the order for the papers be 
accompanied by a statement that the number of copies 
ordered in the Club is not less than the full namber of 
teachers in the school, ‘This does not mean that every 
teacher must actually be a subscriber, but that the 
number of copies ordered must not be less than the 
fallnumber ofteachers, Persons who are not teach- 
ers, may be asked to join the club, in order to secure 
the required number. Any number of coples in excess 
of the required number, may be subscribed for at the 
same rate. Thachers belonging to the same ho 
may be coun/ed as ON in making such a statement of 
the number of teachers in aschool. For example: If 
there are seven teachers in a school, two of whom 
belong to one household, and three ‘to another, the 
club subscription noed not be for more than four 

copies, in order to secure the low rate. 

An extra copy cannot be given to one who forms a 
club on thi!s pian “ for the smaller schools." 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper, to enable 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, will be sent 
free upon application. 

Ifa more thorough examination of the paper is de- 
sired than can be had through receiving specimen 
copies of asingle issue, the publisher will send (in a 
package to one address) any number of copies each 
week, for four weeks only, at the rate of eight cents 
per copy. Ten copies, for ‘instance, would thus cost 
eighty cents for four weeks. 


GREAT BRITAIN. 


Mesers, Hodder and Stoughton, 27 Paternoster Row 
London, FE. C., will send The American Sunday Schoo 
Times, pos oes tree, for a year, to any address in Great 
Britain, for ten shillings prepaid. “The paper will be 
sold by’ all the principal newsdealers, price twopence, 


JOUN D. WATTLES, Publisher, 
725 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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1938 | aa POMONA NURSERIES. 


(ESTABLISHED 1838.) 


WILSON JUNIOR, 


The Largest Early Blackberry. 
KIEFFER wrenio PEARS. 
100,000 Poem Tr 
00 Acres in Small Fruits. 
Strawberries, REET, Blackberries, Graprs, Cur- 
rants, &e, Fruit and Shade Trees. Catalogue with col- 
oved plates free, WM. P PARRY, Parry P.O. New Jersey 
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PEACHES, AGTRAWRERRIES 
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“ QARDENERS’ COMPANION.” 
1784 seeo 1604 CATALOGUE. 


Refs The most complete and brilliantly embellished Seed Catalogue ever 
th 4 The artis, on on Maar aT Vian, unde 


r Glass is worth twenty times 
R, we Publish this Ornate Guide for 
la copy, and on orders for 


D. LANDRETH & SONS, | 21 and 23 South Sixth St., 


Branch Store: Delaware Avene and Arch 8t., 


PHIL ADELPHIA, PA. 
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a SHORT TIME, 


Each pur- 
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PER LB. Will be sent by mail, securely packed 
6 CTS. | postage prepaid, at 76 cts. per pound. 
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“Grandma and N Sole Agt., 1209 Market 
her Kittens.” J 0 H 1. T Street, Philadelphia. 
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Warranted absolutely pure 
Cocoa, from which the excess of 
Oil has been removed. It has three 
times the strength of Cocoa mixed 
with Starch, Arrowroot or Sugar, 
and is therefore far more economi- 
cal. It is delicious, nourishing, 
strengthening, casily digested, and 
admirably adapted for invalids as 
well as for persons in health. 





Sold by Grocers irocers everywhere. 


V. BAKER & CO, Dorchester, Mass. 


WARREN'S Four 


FLOUR 


(THE ENTIRE WHEAT.) 


The most nutritious and cheapest Flour 
known, The best food for all, in health or sickness. 
Best diet in the world for 


Dyspeptics and invalids. 
Testimonials from the most eminent Physicians in 


ALL PARTS OF THE U. 
Makes the most le bread. Its value as a food 
for Infants, Children, and Invalids fully set forth in 
our Illustrated Pam shlet, which is sent 
to any address, and shows ‘the structure 
and chemical properties of wheat. 


PRICE, $7.00 PER BARREL. 


FRANKLIN MILLS CO., Cxicaco, 


SOLE MANUFACTURERS 
aa One Agent (a dealer ) wanted in every town. “@a 


For DYSPEPSIA, 
DIABETES, 
LUNG Troubles & 
Nervous Pebility. 
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(Facsimile of Box, this cut 1-6 size.) 
are the result of over forty years’ experience incom- 
pounding cough remedies, and are acknowledged 
everywhere the best article ever put on the market 
for Coughs, Colds and Sore Throats. 

If you cannot obtain them of your druggist, mail 
25 cents to Mouwar, Wricut & Rica, 167 Chambers 
Street, New York, and they will send, postpaid, one 
package, elegantly put up in New English style box, 
enameied in beautiful golden colors. 





WILBOR’S COMPOUND OF 


PURE COD LIVER 


OIL AND LIME. 


Wilbor’s Cod Liver Oil and Lime.—The frien 
¥ persons who have been restored from pA ee 
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> BurPEER & Co., , Philadelphia 

“SEE D Bou. se Be au Lae UARDAR. The Best Seed, 
Plants, yy Prices 
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plion by the use of this original preparation 
and the grateful parties themselv _ ave by recom: 
mending it and acknowledging its wonderful: efficacy, 

given tie article avast popularity in New Englana’ 

The Cod-Liver Oil is in this combination robbed of its 
unpleasant taste, and rendered doubly effective in 
veins, one with Lime, which is itself a restorative 
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I ee BEST ROOFING INTHE WORLD, <Adnens 
‘ aw Roorine Co,, 2 So, Second St., Phila., Pa. 


applying nature with just the assistance 
required to yheal and restore the diseased L ungs. A.B. 
WI zor, Boston, proprietor, Sold! by all druggists. 
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BATH OF BEAUTY. 


NFANTILE and BIRTH HUMORS, Milk- 
Crust, Scalied Head, Lkezemas, and every form of 
ltching, Sealy and P imply ‘Affections of the Skin and 
Scalp with Loss of Hair, demand at all times the 
cleansing, purifying, and beautifyi ing properties of the 


CuticuraSoap. Absolutely Pure. Anexquisite Toilet, 
Bath, and Nursery Sanative, redoleut with flower 
odors and soothing balsams. For Rough, Chap 
and Oily Skin, Tan, Freckles, and Sunburn, it is fea! 
uitely saps ‘riot to all other so: ps. Soid everywhere. 
Price, 25 cents. Potter Drug & Chemical Co., Bosto 
Send for “ Liow to Preserve and Beautify the ‘Skin. 


Fa », PS a 
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This porous plaster is 
absolutcly the best ever oO 
made, combining the 
rian? ton rs| PLASTER 
gums, balsams and ex- 
tracts. Its power to relieve is greater than that ofall 
others. Crick inthe Back and Neck, Painin the Side 
or Limbs, Stiif Joints and Muscles, Kidney Troubles. 
Rheumatism, Neuralgia, Sore Chest, Affections of 


the Heartand Liver, andall painsorachesin an rt 
are speedily relieved by the Hop Plaster. aa Try 


LAME |: it Prico 25 ce=ta or firo a hr 4 
28. Y 
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Has a Pad differing from all 


Others, is cup-shape, with Selt- 
hj eensiece Adjusting Ball in centre, adapts 
itself to ull positions of tie body 


while the ball in the cup holds 
the rupture, just as en 
would with the finger. With light pressure the Hernia 
is held securely, day and night, and a radical cure cer- 
tain. It is easy, durable, and c », Sent by mail. 
Circulars free. EGGLE@ TON TRUssS fo, » Chicago, LiL 
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: ADVANTAGES « 


oT BURN THE y,; 
p08” DeTacHABLE “ND.. 
WALNUT HANDLE, 
DOUBLE POINTED.IRON BOTH WAYS. 


BEST "S548 GHEAP. 


ONE HANDLE AND A STAND TO ASET. 
FOR SALE BY THE 











| speak, they are physiological. 
| alfected by our indifference or by our 
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MORNING IN THE CITY. 


[By William Wordsworth.] 


Earth has not anything to show more fair ; 
Dull would he be of soul who could pass by 
A sight so touching in its majesty ; 

This city now doth like a garment wear 

The beauty of the morning ; silent, bare, 
— towers, domes, theatres, and temples lie 

n unto the fields, and to the sk 

An ht and glittering in the smo eless air. 

Never ie d sun more beautifully steep 
In his first splendor valley, rock, or hill; 

Ne’er saw I, never felt, a calm so deep! 

The river glideth at his own sweet will; 

Dear God! the very houses seem asleep ; 

And all that mighty heart is lying still. 





THE LESSON OF PARASITISM. 


{From Drummond’s Natural Law in the Spiritual 
World. } 

Within the body of the Hermit-crab a 
minute organism may frequently be é¢is- 
covered resembling, when magnified, a 
miniature kidney-bean. A bunch of root- 
like processes hangs from one side, and 
the extremities of these areseen to ramify 
in delicate films through the living tis- 
sues of the crab. This simple organism is 
known to the naturalist asSacculina ; and 
though a full-grown animal, it consists of 
no more parts than those just named. 

Not atrace of structureis to be detected 
within this rude and all but inanimate 
frame; it possesses neither legs, nor eyes, 
nor mouth, nor throat, nor stomach, nor 
any other organs, external or internal. 
This Sacculina is a typical parasite. By 
means of its twining and theituous roots 
it imbibes automatically its nourishment 
ready-prepared from the body of thecrab. 
it boards, indeed, entirely au the expense 
of its host, who supplies it liberally with 
food and shelter, and everything else it 
wants. So far as the result to itself is con- 
cerned, this arrangement may seem at first 
sight satisfactory enough; but when we 
inquire into the life history of this small 
creature we unearth a career of degeneracy 
all but unparalleled in nature. 

When the young animal first makes its 
appearance, it bears not the remotest re- 
semblance to the adult animal. A differ- 
ent name even is given to it by the biolo- 
gist, who knows it at this period as a 
Nauplius. This minute organism has an 
oval body, supplied with six well-jointed 
feet by means of which it paddles briskly 
through the water. For a time itleadsan 
active and independent life, industriously 
securing its own food and escaping ene- 
mies by its own gallant but soon a 
change takes place, The ereditary taint 
of parasitism isin its blood, and it pro- 
ceeds to adaptitself to the pauper habits 
ofitsrace. ‘Lhe tiny body first doubles in 
upon itself, and from the two front limbs 
elongated ‘filaments protrude. Its four 
hind limbs entirely disappear, and twelve 
short forked swimming organs temporarily 
take their place. Thus strangely meta- 
morphosed the Sacculina sets out in search 
of a suitable host, and in an evil hour, by 
that fate which is always ready to accom- 
modate the transgressor, is thrown into 
the company of the Hermit-crab. With 
its two filamentary processes—which after- 
wards develop intothe root-like organs— 
it penetrates the body ; the sac-like form 
is gradually assumed; the whole of the 
swimming feet drop off,—they will never 
be needed again,—and the animal settles 
down for the rest ofitslifeasa parasite. ... 

There could be no moreimpressive illus- 
tration than this of what with entire ap- 
propriateness one might call “the phy- 
siology of backsliding.” We fail to 
appreciate the meaning of spiritual degen- 
eration or detect the terrible natureof the 
consequences only because they evade the 
eye of sense. Butcould we investigate 
the spirit asa living organism, or study the 
soul of the backslideron principles of com- 
parative anatomy, we should have a reve- 
lation of the organic effects of sin, even of 
the mere sin of carelessness as to growth 
and work, which must revolutionize our 
ideas of practical religion. There is no 
room for the doubt even, that what goes on 
in the, body does not with equal certainty 
take place in the spirit under the cories- 
ponding circumstances or conditions. 

The penalty of backsliding is not some- 
thing unreal and vague, some unknown 
: quantity which maar be measured out to 
us disproportionately, or which perchance, 


| since God isgood, we may altogetherevade. 
|The consequences are already marked 


within the structure of the soul. So to 
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We have published | a new Scriptural Concert Exercise for Easter : 


Resurrection.” It is printed i in pamphlet form, 
(Less than 100 copies at same rate.) 





and sent by mail at $2.00 per hundred copies. 


Of the Easter exercises issued in previous years, the following have been reprinted: “The 
Power of Christ’s Resurrection,”’ by W. R. Burnham (late Chairman of the Executive Committee 


of the International Sunday-school Convention). 
(of the International Lesson Committee). “The 
“An Easter Service,” by the Rev. J. Max Hark. 
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first money loaner in the Red River Valley. Over | 
1,200 loans made here, Never have had to foreclose a 
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CRUDEN’S 
COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


Tothe Holy Scriptures of the Old and New Testa- 


ment, or a Dictionary and Alphabetical index 
to the Bibie, 


readily found by looking for any material word in the 
verse. 


A new edition thoroughly revised, nearly 900 
pages, printed on fine paper and substantially bound 


Royal 8vo, cloth. This is the gemedine and esmtire 
edition of Cruden’s great work. 


Sent to any part of the United States, post-paid, on 
receipt of $1.75. 


PENN PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
S02 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 
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w. - Academy, Bridgeton, N.J. 16 acres; lofty 
rooms; kind home; good table. Pre pant rn tor college 
or business. Payment from day of entrance. Special 
termstoclergymen. Prin.,¢ ‘ale b Allen, B.A. (EB ong.) ) 


Catalogue (58 pages), giv- 
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NATIONAL. SCHOOL OF ELOCUTION AND ORATORY, 
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Grammar School Age 


Who are to enter, next autumn, the lowest class in the 
upper department of Chauncy-Hall School, Boston, 
may find it worth while to spend some time in the 
Primary Department, before the close of this school 
year. Some of the same teachers will be met there 
that give instruction in the higher grades also. 


A cordial invitation is extended to parents to visit 
| the school to see its actual working. 





LAKE ERIE SEMINARY, 
PAINESVILLE, OHIO. 


A school for Young Women. Location pleasant and 

healthy, thirty miles east of Cleveland. Grounds com- 
rise fourteen acres with fine grove. Building heated 
by steam, recently re-furnished, single bedsteads, pas- 
senger elevator, new fire escapes. 

Course of study full and thorough. Feurteen resi- 
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daily study. Practical work in new Chemical Labora- 
tory. Physiology studied with manikin and other 
models, Botany with the microscope. Instruction 
without extra charge in French and German, and in 
Free Hand and Model Drawing. Courses of lectures 
during the year: in Natural Sciences, by Professors of 
Western Reserve University; bmg 5 and Greek 
Literature, Professor N. P. Seymour, LL.D. ; History, 
Prosessor Judson Smith, D.D.; Domestic Economy, 
Miss Juliet Corson. Excellent’ instruction in Instru- 
mental and Vocal Music. Piano Recitals by eminent 
musicians; for the current school year, Dr. Louis 
Maas, Mr. William H. Sherwood, Mr. Otto Bendix. 

Applications for the fall term, September, 1884, 
should be made early, Extrance examinations in 
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musicaland artistic y mereot America. (lass ac- 
commodations for 3000 lady and gentlemen students, 
ew Calendar beautifully vlustrated, tree. 
TOURE i, Director, franklin Square, 


RAYMOND’S 
VACATION 
EXCURSIONS. 


ALL TRAVELING EXPENSES INCLUDED. 


In addition i the Gelerede and California 
Excursion of / 17, vn Pae'y will leave Phi 
deiphia THU DAY, ¥ 1, for 

A GRAND TOUR OF 72 DAYS 


through COLOR ADO, NEW MEXICO, ARI- 
ZONA and CA LIFOR NIA (over the same route as 
far as San Francisco); thence through the picturesque 
region of 


THE PACIFIC NORTHWEST, 


this part of the trip including 


Oregon, Washington Territory, Puget 
Sound, Vancouver Island, Idaho 
and Montana, 


with visits to Astoria, Portland, sidiss and Dalles 
City, Oregon; New Tacoma and Seattle, Washington 
Territory; Victoria, the ws spital of British Columbia; 
the Willamette Valley; a steamer voyage up the 
noble Columbia River, ete. The party to return over 
the Northern Pacific and Utah and Northern Rail- 
roads, Visiting Salt Lake City, in Utah, 

Incidental Trip to the Yosemite Valley and 
the Big Trees; Side Trips, if desired, to 
Alaska and the Yellowstone 
National Park. 

Send or eall for descriptive circular. 


H. F. SHIELDS, 
111 South Ninth Street (under Continental Hotel), 
Philadelphia, 


EUROP EDUCATIONAL 


EXCURSIONS 
1884 


Gombining wnoqaaied aSetetages 
< for Descriptive Cirerlar, Free. Register 
carly. KE, TOU RJEE, » Franklin Sq., Boston 








In , ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
you wil oblige the 


ny «it YON 
sew the advertisement in The Sunday School Times, 





party not in good standing be inadvertently inserveu, 














